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Colophon

This publication is to be used primarily in support of instructing military personnel as part of the De-
fense Language Program (resident and nonresident). Inquiries concerning the use of materials, includ-
ing requests for copies, should be addressed to:

Defense Language Institute

Foreign Language Center
Nonresident Training Division
Presidio of Monterey, CA 93944-5006

Topics in the areas of politics, international relations, mores, etc., which may be considered as con-
troversial from some points of view, are sometimes included in the language instruction for DLIFLC
students since military personnel may find themselves in positions where a clear understanding of
conversations or written materials of this nature will be essential to their mission. The presence of
controversial statements—whether real or apparent—in DLIFLC materials should not be construed as
representing the opinions of the writers, the DLIFLC, or the Department of Defense.

Actual brand names and businesses are sometimes cited in DLIFLC instructional materials to provide
instruction in pronunciations and meanings. The selection of such proprietary terms and names is
based solely on their value for instruction in the language. It does not constitute endorsement of any
product or commercial enterprise, nor is it intended to invite a comparison with other brand names
and businesses not mentioned.

In DLIFLC publications, the words he, him, and/or his denote both masculine and feminine genders.
This statement does not apply to translations of foreign language texts.

The DLIFLC may not have full rights to the materials it produces. Purchase by the customer does net
constitute authorization for reproduction, resale, or showing for profit. Generally, products distributed
by the DLIFLC may be used in any not-for-profit setting without prior approval from the DLIFLC.

—Note
L=

This course was formatted by Eric Streit (eric@yojik.eu) using the docbook format from the pdf
scanned documents found on:

https://fsi-language.yojik.cu
Ronald Grenier (Demi Puppet) is helping a lot with digitizing, proofreading! Thanks a lot.
You can find the pdf, epub, odt versions on https://git.yojik.eu/ (whole book or separate lessons)

The document will be edited with traditional characters, and converted to simplified later. The
transformation from traditional to simplified is far more accurate than the other way I intended
to do.

The tones in the book sentences will match how the word would sound when spoken in a sentence,
not how it sounds in the dictionary.

I intend to do a French version later ....
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Preface
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A Project Board was established consisting of representatives of the Central Intelligence Agency Lan-
guage Learning Center, the Defense Language Institute, the State Department’s Foreign Service Insti-
tute, the Cryptologic School of the National Security Agency, and the U.S. Office of Education, later
joined by the Canadian Forces Foreign Language School. The representatives have included Arthur T.
McNeill, John Hopkins, and John Boag (CIA); Colonel John F. Elder III, Joseph C. Hutchinson, Ivy
Gibian, and Major Bernard Muller-Thym (DLI); James R. Frith and John B. Ratliff III (FSI); Kazuo
Shitama (NSA); Richard T. Thompson and Julia Petrov (OE); and Lieutenant Colonel George Kozoriz
(CFFLS).

The Project Board set up the Chinese Core Curriculum Project in 1974 in space provided at the Foreign
Service Institute. Each of the six U.S. and Canadian government agencies provided funds and other
assistance.

Gerard P. Kok was appointed project coordinator, and a planning council was formed consisting of
Mr. Kok, Frances Li of the Defense Language Institute, Patricia O’Connor of the University of Texas,
Earl M. Rickerson of the Language Learning Center, and James Wrenn of Brown University. In the
fall of 1977, Lucille A. Barale was appointed deputy project coordinator. David W. Dellinger of the
Language Learning Center and Charles R. Sheehan of the Foreign Service Institute also served on the
planning council and contributed material to the project. The planning council drew up the original
overall design for the materials and met regularly to review their development.

Writers for the first half of the materials were John H. T. Harvey, Lucille A. Barale, and Roberta S.
Barry, who worked in close cooperation with the planning council and with the Chinese staff of the
Foreign Service Institute. Mr. Harvey developed the instructional formats of the comprehension and
production self-study materials, and also designed the communications classroom activities and wrote
the teacher’s guides. Lucille A. Barale and Roberta S. Barry wrote the tape scripts and the student text.
By 1978 Thomas E. Madden and Susan C. Pola had joined the staff. Led by Ms. Barale, they have
worked as a team to produce the materials subsequent to Module 6.

All Chinese language material was prepared or selected by Chuan 0. Chao, Ying-chi Chen, Hsiao-
Jung Chi, Eva Diao, Jan Hu, Tsung-mi Li, and Yunhui C. Yang, assisted for part of the time by Chieh-
fang Ou Lee, Ying-ming Chen, and Joseph Yu Hsu Wang. Anna Affholder, Mei-li Chen, and Henry
Khuo helped in the preparation of a preliminary corpus of dialogues.

Administrative assistance was provided at various times by Vincent Basciano, Lisa A. Bowden, Jill
W. Ellis, Donna Fong, Renee T. C. Liang, Thomas E. Madden, Susan C. Pola, and Kathleen Strype.

The production of tape recordings was directed by Jose M. Ramirez of the Foreign Service Institute
Recording Studio. The Chinese script was voiced by Ms. Chao, Ms. Chen, Mr. Chen, Ms. Diao, Ms.
Hu, Mr. Khuo, Mr. Li, and Ms. Yang. The English script was read by Ms. Barale, Ms. Barry, Mr.
Basciano, Ms. Ellis, Ms. Pola, and Ms. Strype.

The graphics were produced by John McClelland of the Foreign Service Institute Audio-Visual staff,
under the general supervision of Joseph A. Sadote, Chief of Audio-Visual.

Standard Chinese: A Modular Approach was field-tested with the cooperation of Brown University;
the Defense Language Institute, Foreign Language Center; the Foreign Service Institute; the Language
Learning Center; the United States Air Force Academy; the University of Illinois; and the University
of Virginia.
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Chapter 1. Module 2: Biographic
Information

The Biographic Information Module provides you with linguistic and cultural skills needed for a sim-
ple conversation typical of a first-meeting situation in China. These skills include those needed at the
beginning of a conversation (greetings, introductions, and forms of address), in the middle of a con-
versation (understanding and answering questions about yourself and your immediate family), and at
the end of a conversation (leave-taking).

Before starting this module, you must take and pass the ORN Criterion Test. The resource modules
Pronunciation and Romanization and Numbers (tapes 1-4) are also prerequisites to the BIO Module.

The Criterion Test will focus largely on this module, but material from Module 1 and associated re-
source modules may also be included.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of the module, the student should be able to:

1.

8.

9.

Pronounce correctly any word from the Target Lists of ORN or BIO, properly distinguishing
sounds and tones, using the proper stress and neutral tones, and making the necessary tone changes.

. Pronounce correctly any sentence from the BIO Target Lists, with proper pauses and intonation,

that is, without obscuring the tones with English intonation.

. Use polite formulas in asking and answering questions about identity (name), health, age, and

other basic information.

. Reply to questions with the Chinese equivalents of “yes” and “no”

. Ask and answer questions about families, including who the members are, how old they are, and

where they are.

. Ask and answer questions about a stay in China, including the date of arrival, location-purpose-du-

ration of stay, previous visits, traveling companions, and date of departure.

. Ask and answer questions about work or study, identification of occupation, the location, and the

duration.
Give the English equivalent for any Chinese sentence in the BIO Target Lists.

Be able to say any Chinese sentence in the BIO Target Lists when cued with its English equivalent.

10.Take part in a short Chinese conversation, using expressions included in the BIO Target List

sentences.
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Tapes for BIO and associated modules

Biographic information (BIO)

Unit 1: 1 -l 1P-1 1&2 D-1 1C-2 1P-2
Unit 2: 2 -l 2P-1 2C-2 2 P-2
Unit 3: 3 -l 3P-1 3&4 D-1 3C-2 3P-2
Unit 4: 4 -l 4P-1 4C2 4P-2
Unit 5: 5 Cl 5P-1 5&6 D-1 5C-2 5P-2
Unit 6: 6 -l 6 P-1 6 C-2 6 P-2
Unit 7: 7 -l 7 P-1 7&8 D-1 7C-2 7P-2
Unit 8: 8 -l 8 P-1 8 C-2 8 P-2

Units 14 R-1

Units 5-8 R-1

Classroom Expressions (CE)
CE2
Time and Dates (T&D)

T&D 1 T&D 2
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Unit 1 Target List

Qingwen, ni zhu zai nar?

BIRL, TREEMR)L?

May I ask, where are you staying?

W zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
BEFIRIRIS,

I’'m staying at the B¢ijing Hotel.

Ni zhu zai néige fandian?

TRIETER RIS 2

Which hotel are you staying at?

W0 zhu zai néige fandian.
BAEERBNIRIE,

I’m staying at that hotel.

Ni zhu zai zheige fandian ma?

TRMEEX RIS ?

Are you staying at this hotel?

B, wo bt zhit zai zhéige fandian,
A, BAMEEX MRS

No, I’m not staying at this hotel.

Ni zhu zai Minz( Fandian ma?
RMEERKERIEN ?

Are you staying at the Nationalities Hotel?

B, wd bt zhit zai Minzii Fandian.
A, BMEERKIRS.

No, I’m not staying at the Nationalities Hotel.
Néiwei shi Gao tongzhi?

L ==
AR =mEE ?

Which one is Comrade Gao

Neiwei shi Gao tongzhi.




Module 2: Biographic Information

BAE BRI

That one is Comrade Gao.

Z30. Nuowike niishi! Nin hio.

B, BR=ZTL ! 1857,

Good morning. Ms. Nowak! How are you?

W0 hén hao.
KB

I’'m very well.

Qinwen, ni shi Méigu6 narde rén?

&5, (RREE) LA

Where are you from in America?

W shi Jiazhou Jiujinshan rén.
MM LA,

I’m from San Francisco, California.
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1.

Unit 2 Target List

Ni péngyou jia zai nali?
RAARSRIEMRE

Where is your friend’s house?

Ta jia zai Dali Jic,
fthR1ERIEHT.

His house is on Dali street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi ...?

RARRBIAERE - 7

What is your friend’s address?

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jié Sishiér hao,
RV IR R H U+ S,

His address is No. 42 Dali Street.

Ni shi Wei shaoxiao ba?
IREER ORI ?

You are Major Weiss, aren’t you?

Shide.

=8,

Yes.

Na shi Guobin Dafandian ba?
BB EEAR/EME ?

That is Ambassador Hotel, isn’t it?

Shide, na shi Guébin Dafandian,
e, BREEKXIRSE.

Yes, that’s the Ambassador Hotel.
Ni zhu zai nali ma?
MEEAENG ?

Are you staying there?

Bu, wo zhu zai zhéli.
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A, BEEXE,

No, I’m staying here.

Ni péngyou zai Taibéi gongzuo ma?
{RAARZEGILITIES ?

Does your friend work in Taipei?

Ta bu zai Taibéi gongzuo; ta zai Taizhong gongzuo.
A ESILITIF, tEEH I

He doesn’t work in Taipei; he works in Taichung.

Ni zai nali gongzuo?
REMET/E?

Where do you work?

W6 zai Wuguanchu gongzuo.
RERELIF.

I work at the defense attache’s office.

W6 zai yinhang gongzuo.
HAERITIAF.

I work at a bank.
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1.

3.

5.

Unit 3 Target List

Nimen you haizi ma?

MIBZF?

Do you have any children?

You, women you.

B, 1A

Yes, we have.

Lia xiansheng méiyou Mé&iguo péngyou.

X R B EER K.

Mr. Lit doesn’t have any American friends.

Nimen ydu jige nanhdizi, jige niih4izi?

MBI BT, TN EZF?

How many boys and how many girls do you have?

Wémen ydu lidnge ndnhaizi, yige niihdizi.

BIEMTBEF, — 1T Fo

We have two boys and one girl.

Hu xiansheng, Hu taitai you jige haizi?
BASEE, BAANBIL LT ?

How many children do Mr. and Mrs. Hu have?

Tamen you lidngge haizi.

(A NESTE A

They have two children.

Shi nanhaizi, shi nithdizi?
BEZT, BUKT?

Are they boys or girls?
Dou shi niihdizi.
#HEUZ T

Both of them are girls.

Nimen héaizi dou zai zhéli ma?
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TR F AR EX G 7

Are all your children here?

Bu. Liangge zai zheli, yige hai zai Méiguo.
Z: ) ﬁﬁ\EiXE ) _/l\EE%O

No. Two are here, and one is still in America.

Ni jiali you shénme rén?
MREBHAAN?

What people are in your family?

You wo taitai gén sange haizi.
BRAXKE="&%TF

There’s my wife and two children.

Ni jiali you shénme rén?
MREBALAN?

What people are in your family?

Jiu you wo fuqin, mugqin.
MBEFE, B3

Just my father and mother.
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Unit 4 Target List

Ta mingtian lai ma?
fthBAR RS 2

Is he coming tomorrow?

Ta yijing lai le.
tBELX T,

He has already come.

Ni péngyou lai le ma?

TRARARK 715 7

Has your friend come?

Ta hai méi(you) lai.
0% (B)Fo

She hasn’t come yet.

Ta shi shénme shihou daode?

R+ A BHERIRY ?

When did he arrive?

Ta shi zudtian daode.
2RI,

He arrived yesterday.

Ni shi yige rén laide ma?

R2—T ARG ?

Did you come alone?

Bu shi, wo bu shi yige rén laide.
KﬂEIE) ﬁZ(IEE_/FA;EE/\]o

No, I didn’t come alone.
Ni néitian zou?
{IRIPRZE ?

What day are you leaving?

W jintian zou.
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HSRE.

I’m leaving today.

10
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Unit 5 Target List

Ni shi zai nar shéngde?

IREEW) LER ?

Where were you born?

W shi zai Dézhou shéngde.
KEERFMNER,

I was born in Texas.

Nimen xingqiji zou?

TRIIEHRLE ?

What day of the week are you leaving?

Women Xingqitian zou.

HANERRE

We are leaving on Sunday.

Ni shi né¢inian shéngde?
REMEER ?

What year were you born?

W shi y1 jiti san jiu nidn shéngde.
RE—N=NFEHR,

I was born in 1939.

Ni shi jiyiie jihao shengde?
REILAJLSERY ?

What is your month and day of birth?

W shi qiytie sihao sheéngde.
KELRMSER,

I was born on July 4.

Ni duo da le?

RZRT ?

How old are you?

W0 san shi wui le.

11
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HK=Th7T,

I’m 35.

6. Nimén nanhaizi dou jisui le?

IS ZFEINLS T 2

How old are your boys?

Yige jitisui le, yige liusui le.
—MNEFT, —TRF T

One is nine and one is Six.
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Unit 6 Target List

Ni zhit du6 jit?
RMEZA?

How long are you staying?

W0 zhu yinian.
HE—F,

I’'m staying one year.

Ni taitai zai Xianggang zhu duo jiu?
MAKREEAEZA?

How long is your wife staying in Hong Kong?

W0 xiang ta zhu lidngtian.
BABUE R o

I think she is staying two days.

Ni xiang zai Taiwan zhu duo jiu?
MEREDEEZA?

How long are you thinking of staying in Taiwan?

W0 xiang zhu liuge yué.
BRI THo

I’m thinking of staying six months.

Ni laile duo jiu le?
RRTZAT?

How long have you been here?

W laile liangge xinqt le.

R T ITER,

I have been here two weeks.
Ni taitai zai Xianggang zhule duo jiu?
IRAREEEBETZA?

How long did your wife stay in Hong Kong?

Ta zhule liangtian.

13
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T Ro

She stayed two days.

Li taitai méi lai.
:)—LJ AN/
ZERAR Ko

Mrs. Li didn’t come.

Ni conggian laiguo ma?

TRBISRIENG 2

Have you ever been here before?

Wo conggian méi laiguo. W taitai laiguo.
BMRTERT, AR,

I have never been here before. My wife has been here.

14
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Unit 7 Target List

Nin zai nali gongzuo?
EEMETIE?

Where do you work?

Wo zai Méigué Guowlyuan gongzuo.
HEEEESR I F.

I work with the State Department.

Ni zai nali gongzuo?
TEMETIE?

Where do you work?

W0 shi xuésheng.
REFE,

I’m student.

Ni 14i zuo shénme?

RIS (RN

What did you come here to do?

W0 lai nian sha.
KR

I came here to study.

Ni nian shénme?

RRAL?
What are you studying?

W0 xii¢ Zhongwén.
HFH

I’m studying Chinese.

Ni zai daxiié nianguo lishi ma?
MERFRIH LS ?

Did you study history in college?

Nianguo.

15
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Nimen hui shué Zhongwén ma?

TR RS ?

Can you speak Chinese?

W taitai bu hui shud, wo hui shud yidian.
BARPRY, HRW—Ro

My wife can’t speak it; I can speak it a little.

Ni de Zhdongguo hua hén hao.

TRBYRENERLT -

Your Chinese is very good.

Nali, nali. W0 jiu hui shud yidian.
Dﬁﬁ% ) Uﬁﬁ%o ﬁ/_jji\ _).5\\0

Not at all. I can speak only a little.

Ni shi zai nali xiiéde Zhongzén?
REEMEFRIFC ?

Where did you study Chinese?

W6 shi zai Huashéngdun xiiéde.
HEETERIF R,
I studied it in Washington.

16
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Unit 8 Target List

Ni jintian hai you ké ma?
RS REBIRG ?

Do you have any more classes today?

Meéiyou ke le.
RBEIRT o

I don’t have any more classes.
Ni conggian nian Yingwén nianle duo jiu?

TRMBIRERICR T ZA 7

How long did you study English?

W nian Yingwén nianle liinian.
AL+t ==
?‘Z/p\g&Y/l_;\ T / \‘/EEO

I studied English for six years.

Ni nian Fawén nianle duo jiu le?
'T \/L;\/f /L,\ %ﬁ? 7

How long have you been studying French?

W nianle yinian le.
/ (AN T ﬁz T o

I’ve been studying it for one year.

Qunian wo hai ba hui xi¢ Zhdongguo zi.
AFHEARBEHREF,

Last year, I couldn’t write Chinese characters.

Xianzai wo hui xié yidian le.
PEREE—RTo

Now, I can write a little.
Ni fuqin shi jiinrén ma?
REREANE?

Is your father a military man?

Shi, ta shi haijin jiinguan.

17



Module 2: Biographic Information

=, WEBEEE,
Yes, he’s a naval officer.
W0 jintian bu lai le.

HEEFRT o

I’m not coming today.

W0 bing le.
IR T o

I’m sick.

Jintian hdo le méiyou?
SXIEFTHRE?

Are you better today?

Jintian hio le.

SRET o

Today, I’'m better.

18
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Unit 1

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Where people are staying (hotels),
. Short answers.

. The question word n¢ige, “which.”

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The drill tape (1D-1).
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References

Reference List
(in Béijing)

1. A: Qingwen, ni zhu zai nar?

1510], RARTEME)L 2

May I ask, where are you staying?
B: W0 zhu zai Béijing Fandian.

EBEEILRIRIS.

I’m staying at the Beijing Hotel.

2. A: Ni zhu zai Minz( Fandian ma?

MEERRIRIEN ?

Are you staying at the Nationalities Hotel?
B: Shi, wo zhu zai Minzu Fandian.
=, HEERKIRIES,

Yes, I’'m staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

3. A: Ni zhu zai néige fandian?
TRETERR MRS 2
Which hotel are you staying at?
B: W zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
BAEFEILRIRE,

I’'m staying ate the Beijing Hotel.

4. A: Néiwei shi Zhang tongzhi?
R E KER 2
Which one is Comrade Zhang?
B: Ta shi Zhang tongzhi.
fth 2 KEEo

She is Comrade Zhang.

5. A: Néige rén shi Méi tongzhi?
SN EMBRK 2
Which person is Comrade Méi?
B: Neige rén shi Méi tongzhi.

BN ERBRE.
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That person is Comrade Méi.

6. A: Néiwei shi Gao tongzhi?
112 = E&o
Which one is Comrade Gao?
B: Neiwei shi Gao tongzhi.
AR =EREE.

That one is Comrade Gao.

7.2 A:  Nizhu zai zheige fandian ma?
TRMEEXNIRIES ?
Are you staying at this hotel?
B: Bu, wo bt zhu zai zheige fandian.
A, FAMEERXNIRIE

No, I’m staying at this hotel.

8. A: Jiang tongzhi! nin zao.

IEE | IRR,
Comrade Jiang! Good morning.

B: Z&0. Nuowake ntishi! nin hio.

B R 2L ! 185,

Good morning, Ms. Novak! How are you?
A: W6 hén héo.

@Tone sandhi

There is a one sandhi shift here for 2 3rd tones in a row to hén hao.
1R

I’'m very well.

9. A: Qingwen, ni shi Méiguo narde rén?

1510, fREEEM)LA?

May I ask, where are you from in America?
B: W0 shi Jiazhou Jiujinshan rén.

FEmMIBE LA

I’m from San Francisco, California.

This exchange occurs on the C-1 tape only.
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Vocabulary

fandian "f& }—E hotel

-ge /l\ general counter

hén '/TE very

Jiujinshan I= £ San Francisco

Minza Fandian Eﬁ?ﬁ’f& }—E Nationalities Hotel

néi- Uﬁﬁ— ? which

néige? Dﬁﬁ/l\ ? which?

neige %B/l\ that

néiwei 3R ﬁ‘z ? which one (person)?

neiweil ﬁgﬁ‘z that one (person)

niishi ﬁi polite title for a married or unmarried woman) Ms.; La-
dy

shi =2 yes, that’s so.

-wei ﬁ‘z polite counter for people

Z30 =] good morning

zhéi- iz_ this

zheige JZ/I\ this

zheiwei ﬁfﬁ this one (person)

zhu ,fi to stay, to live
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne 1

1. A: Qingwen, ni zhu zai nar?

Einl, fRARTEME)L?

May I ask, where are you staying?
B: W0 zhu zai Béijing Fandian.

BEFICRIRIS,

I’m staying at the Béijing Hotel.

The verb zhu, “to live,” or “to reside,” may be used to mean “to stay at” (temporary residence) or “to
live in” (permanent residence).

Zhu zai ndr literally means “live at where.” The verb zai, “to be in/at/on,” is used here as a preposition
“at.” It loses its tone in this position in a sentence. (The use of zai as a preposition is treated more
fully in Unit 2.)

Fandian has two meanings—"restaurant” and “hotel” (a relatively large hotel with modern facilities).1
Literally, fandian means “rice shop.”

! Another word for “restaurant” is fanguinzi. The general word for “hotel” is ltiguin.
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Notes on Ne 2

2. A: Ni zhu zai Minza Fandian ma?

MEERIRIRIEN ?

Are you staying at the Nationalities Hotel?
B: Shi, wo zhu zai Minzu Fandian.
N N /_h
e, WEERKERIS.

Yes, I'm staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

Shi: The usual way to give a short affirmative answer is to repeat the verb used in the question. Some
verbs, however, may not be repeated as short answers. Zhu is one such verb. Others not to be used are
xing, “to be surnamed,” and jiao, “to be given-named.” Many speakers do not repeat the verb zai as a
short answer. To give a short “yes” answer to questions containing these verbs, you use shi.
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Notes on Ne 3-7

3. A: Ni zhu zai néige fandian?
TRMEER RIS 2
Which hotel are you staying at?
B: W0 zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
BEFIRIRE,

I’m staying ate the Beijing Hotel.

4. A: Néiwei shi Zhang tongzhi?
2 KIFE 2
Which one is Comrade Zhang?
B: Ta shi Zhang tongzhi.
2 KA &

She is Comrade Zhang.

5. A: Néige rén shi Méi tongzhi?
BN AZHEE ?
Which person is Comrade Méi?
B: Neéige rén shi Méi tongzhi.
DA Z BRI

That person is Comrade Méi.

6. A: Néiwei shi Gao tongzhi?

1 =5 2

e == It

Which one is Comrade Gao?
B: Neiwei shi Gao tongzhi.

AL =R

That one is Comrade Gao.

7. A: Ni zhu zai zheige fandian ma?
RMEEXNRIES ?
Are you staying at this hotel?
B: Bu, wo bt zhu zai zheige fandian.
A, BAMEEXNIRISE,

No, I’'m staying at this hotel.

Neéige is the question word “which.” In the compound né€igud, you found the bound word néi-, which
was attached to the noun gud. In the phrase n€¢iguo rén, “which person,” the bound word néi- is attached
to the general counter -ge. (You will learn more about counters in Unit 3. For now, you nay think of
-ge as an ending which turns the bound word néi- into the full word néige.)
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Néige rén/néiwei: To be polite when referring to an adult, you say neiwei or néiwei, using the polite
counter for people -wei rather than the general counter -ge, though -ge is used in many informal sit-
uations.

Notice that the noun rén is not used directly after -wei:

Neiwei Me¢éiguo rén shi shéi?
AL EEA B
Neiwei zhu zai Minzt Fandian.

i FERKRIRES,

Compare the specifying words “which?” “that,” and “this” with the location words you learned in
Unit 4 of ORN:

Specifying words Location words
néige? (nage?) nar?
A~ which? where?
g 08B ) L
n¢ige (nage) nar (nér)
that there
A AL
zheige (zhége) zher (zhar)
. this = here
XA X)L

Both question words are in the Low tone, while the other four words are in the Falling tone.

Many people pronounce the words for “which?” “that,” and “this” with the usual vowels for “where?”’
“there,” and “here”: nage? nage, and zhége.

Bu: A short negative answer is usually formed by bu plus a repetition of the verb used in the question.
When a verb, like zhu (zai), cannot be repeated, bu is used as a short answer and is followed by a
complete answer. Notice that when used by itself bu is in the Falling ton, but when followed by a
Falling tone syllable bu is in the Rising tone.

Bu, ta xianzai bt zai zher. No, he’s not here now.

26



Module 2: Biographic Information

Notes on Ne 8

8. A: Jiang tongzhi! Nin zao.
LEE | B8,
Comrade Jiang! Good morning.

B: Z&0. Nuowake ntishi! nin hio.

Fo wER 2L ! 185,

Good morning, Ms. Novak! How are you?

Name as greeting: A greeting may consist simply of a person’s name: Wang tongzhi! “Comrade
Wang!” The name may also be used with a greeting phrase: Wang tongzhi! Nin zao. “Comrade Wang!
Good morning.”—or, in reverse order, Nin zdo. Wang tongzhi! “Good morning. Comrade Wang!” The
name is pronounced as an independent exclamation acknowledging that person’s presence and status.
It is not de-emphasized like “Comrade Wang,” in the English sentence “Good morning, Comrade
Wang.”

Nin zao means “good morning”—Iliterally, “you are early.” You may also say either ni zao or simply
z3o.

Niishi, “Ms.,” is a formal, respectful title for a married or unmarried woman. It is used after a woman’s
own surname, not her husband’s. Traditionally, this title was used for older, educated, and accom-
plished women.

In the PRC, where people use tongzhi, “Comrade,” in general only foreign women are referred to and
addressed as (so-and-so) niishi. On Taiwan, however, any woman may be called (so-and-so) nlishi in
a formal context, such as a speech or an invitation.

Nin hao: This greeting may be said either with or without a question marker, just as in English we say
“How are you?” as a question or “How are you” as a simple greeting.

Ni hdo ma? How are you?

Ni hdo. How are you.

Also Just as in English, you may respond to the greeting by repeating it rather than giving an answer.
Li tongzhi! Nin hao. Comrade Li! How are you.

Nin hao. Gao tongzhi! How are you. Comrade Gao!

Literally, hén means “very.” The word often accompanies adjectival verbs (like hao, “to be good”),
adding little to their meaning. (See also Module 3, Unit 3.)

How to identify yourself: You have now learned several ways to introduce yourself. One simple,
direct way is to extend your hand and state your name in Chinese—for instance, Ma Mingli. Here are
some other ways:

W6 shi Ma Mingli.

e S HHE,

I’'m Mé Mingli.

Wo xing Ma.
N My surname is Ma.
R D,
Wo xing M4, jiao Ma Mingli. My surname is M3; I’'m called M3 Mingli.
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HHs, WL,

W6 de Zhongguo mingzi jido Ma Mingli.

KR RERFU SR,

My Chinese name is Ma Mingli.
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Notes on N2 9

9. A: Qingwen, ni shi Mé&iguo narde rén?
58], REEEM)LAIA?
May I ask, where are you from in America?
B: W0 shi Jiazhou Jiujishan rén.
FEMMIBAEILA

I’m from San Francisco, California.

Order of place names: Notice that Jiazhou Jiujinshan is literally “California, San Francisco.” In Chi-
nese, the larger unit cones before the smaller. Similarly, in the question Ni shi Mé&igu6 nédrde rén? the
name of the country comes before the question word nar, which is asking for a more detailed location.

The larger unit is usually repeated in the answer:

Ni shi Shandong nar -de rén?

(Up~= 7R BAE) L Ay A

W6 shi Shandong Qingddo rén.
2 7R 55 A

Literally, Jiujinshan means “Old Gold Mountain.” The Chinese gave this name to San Francisco during
the Gold Rush days.
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Drills

Response drill

Give affirmative response to all questions.

1. Ta zhu zai nar?

ftb/ oo E7EME) L 2

Where is he/she staying?

Cue Béijing Fandian
FERIRIE

the Béijing Hotel

Ta zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
ftb/ A E AR IR

He/she is staying at the Béijing Hotel.

2. Ni airen zhu zai néar?

RENEEMIL?

Where is your spouse staying?

Cue Minzt Fandian
ERRIRIE

the Nationalities Hotel

Ta zhu zai Minzu Fandian.

ftb/ M EE RIRIRIS

He/she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

3. Li tongzhi zhu zai nar?

EEEEW)L ?

Where is comrade Li staying?
Cue zheige fandian
XNRIE

this hotel

Ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

i/ HAETE X MRS,

He/she is staying at this hotel.

Fang tongzhi zhu zai nar?

7 BISAEER) L2

Where is comrade Fang staying?

neige fandian

A NRIE

that hotel
Ta zhu zai néige fandian.
/M ETE AR RIS
He/she is staying at that hotel.
Chén tongzhi zhu zai nar?
PRESEET) L ?
Where is comrade Chén staying?
Béijing Fandian
JERIRIE
the Béijing Hotel

Ta zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
ftb/ M EEAERIRIE,

He/she is staying at the B&ijing Hotel.

Lin tongzhi zhu zai nar?

MEAEE) L 2

Where is comrade Lin staying?

Minz( Fandian

ERHRIRIE

the Nationalities Hotel
Ta zhu zai Minzu Fandian.
/o E7E RIRIRIE

He/she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

Huéng tongzhi zhu zai nar?
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Cue

= [ERAEEM) L ?

Where is comrade Huéang staying?

zheige fandian
XIS

this hotel

Ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
ftb /M E X MRS,

He/she is staying at this hotel.
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Response drill

Give affirmative response to all questions.

1.  Gao niishi zhu zai Minz( Fandian ma?

B TIEERKIRIEND ?

Is Ms. Gao staying at the Nationalities Hotel?

Shi, ta zhu zai Minz( Fandian.
=, MEFEEREKEIRISE,

Yes, she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

2. Zhang niishi zhu zai B&ijing Fandian ma?

K2 HAETEAERIRIENS 2

Is Ms. Zhang staying at the Beijing Hotel?

Shi, ta zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
B, MEEILRIRE,

Yes, she is staying at the Beijing Hotel.

3. Jiang niishi zhu zai zheige fandian ma?

IR EAEERXNRIEN ?

Is Ms. Jiang staying at this hotel?

Shi, ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
B, WEEXMRIE,

Yes, she is staying at this hotel.

4. Huang niishi zhu zai néige fandian ma?

EZ TEEARMRIEN 2

Is Ms. Huang staying at that hotel?

Shi, ta zhu zai néige fandian.
=, MEE MRS,

Yes, she is staying at that hotel.

5. Wang niishi zhu zai B&ijing Fandian ma?

L ERIERIRER ?

Is Ms. Wang staying at the Beijing Hotel?
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Shi, ta zhu zai Beijing fandian.

=, MWEEIERIRS.

Yes, she is staying at the Beijing Hotel.

Lin niishi zhu zai Minzt Fandian ma?

MEZ LEEREIRED ?

Is Ms. Lin staying at the Nationalities Hotel?

Shi, ta zhu zai Minza Fandian,
=, MmETERERIE.

Yes, she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

Mio niishi zhu zai zhéige fandian ma?

ELTEEXMRIEND ?

Is Ms. Mdo staying at this hotel?

Shi, ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
B, WEFEEXMRIE,

Yes, she is staying at this hotel.
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Response drill

Give negative response to all questions.

1.

Jiang xiansheng zhu zai zhége fandian ma?

LR EFERXNRIEN ?

Is Mr. Jiang staying at this hotel?

Bu shi, ta bt zhu zai zhége fandian.
A2, MAMEEX MRS,

No, he is not staying at this hotel.

Ma xiansheng zhu zai nage fandian ma?

SR EEEAR MRS ?

Is Mr. Ma staying at that hotel?

Bu shi, ta b zhu zai nage fandian.
RE, MAMEEHNRIE.

No, he is not staying at that hotel.

Li xiansheng zhu zai Guobin Dafandian ma?

FREFFEERXIRERD ?

Is Mr. Li staying at the Ambassador Hotel?

B shi, ta bt zhu zai Guobin Dafandian.
A2, MNMEEEEKXRIRE,

No, he is not staying at the Ambassador Hotel.

Zhao xiansheng zhu zai Yuanshan Dafandian ma?

R E(EE R LARIRIES ?

Is Mr. Zhao staying at the Yuanshan hotel?

B shi, ta bt zht zai Yuanshan Dafandian.

g, MAMEERILAIRS,

No, he is not staying at the Yuanshan hotel.

Liu xiansheng zhu zai Yuanshan Dafandian ma?

XS EAEE RN ARIREDS ?

Is Mr. Liu staying at the Yuanshan hotel?
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B shi, ta bt zhu zai Yanshan Dafandian.

g, MAMEERILAIRS,

No, he is not staying at the Yuanshan hotel.

Tang xiansheng zhu zai nage fandian ma?

BREEERR MRS ?

Is Mr. Tang staying at that hotel?

Bu shi, ta b zhu zai nage fandian.

A, MAEER RIS,

No, he is not staying at that hotel.

Song xiansheng zhu zai zhége fandian ma?

RICEFEXNRIENS ?

Is Mr. Song staying at this hotel.

Bu shi, ta b zhu zai zhége fandian.
g, MAMEEXNIRIE,

No, he is not staying at this hotel.
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Response drill

Give either a negative or an affirmative response, according to the cues.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Tang tongzhi zhu zai zhéige fandian ma?

BREEEXMRIEN ?

Is Comrade Tang staying at this hotel?

zheige fandian
XMRIE
this hotel

Shi, ta zhu zai zheige fandian.
B, /M EE X RIS,

Yes, he/she is staying at this hotel.

Ma tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian ma?

SR EERRMRER ?

Is Comrade Ma staying at that hotel?

zheige fandian
XMRIE
this hotel

Bu shi, ta bt zhu zai néige fandian.
K&, f/AMEEANRIS.

No, he/she is not staying at that hotel.

Li tongzhi zhu zai Béijing Fandian ma?

FRKEEACRIRIEN ?

Is Comrade Li staying at the B¢ijing Hotel?

Béijing Fandian
FERIRIE

Béijing Hotel

Shi, ta zhi zai Béijing Fandian.
=, f/METIERIRE,

Yes, he/she is staying at the B¢&ijing Hotel.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Zhao tongzhi zhu zai Minza Fandian ma?

REEEERKIRIEN ?

Is Comrade Zhao staying at the Nationalities Hotel?

Béijing Fandian
IERIRIE

Béijing Hotel

B shi, ta b zhu zai Minza Fandian.

A2, M/ MEERKIRIS,

No, he/she is not staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

Lia téngzhi zhu zai zhéige fandian ma?

Is Comrade Liu staying at this hotel?

neige fandian
MRS

that hotel

Bl shi, ta b zht zai zhéige fandian,
A&, /M AMIEX MRS,

No, he/she is not staying at this hotel.

Jiang tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian ma?

T LRRIEEBBMNMRE?

Is Comrade Jiang staying at that hotel?

néige fandian
MRS

that hotel

Shi, ta zhu zai neige fandian.

=, M/AEER RIS,

Yes, he/she is staying at that hotel.

Zhang tongzhi zhu zai Béijing Fandian ma?

KA EEALFIRIEN 7

Is Comrade Zhang staying at the Béijing Hotel?
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Cue Minz( Fandian

ERHRIRIE

Nationalities Hotel

Bu shi, ta b zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
A, M/ MEEICRIRS.

No, he/she is not staying at the B¢&ijing Hotel.
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Transformation drill

Change the less polite forms néige rén and zhéige rén to the more polite forms
néiwei and zeiwei .

1. Neéige rén shi Li tongzhi.

B PARFREE.

That person is Comrade Li.

Neiwei shi Li tongzhi.
TR

That one is Comrade Li.

2. Zheige rén shi Fang tongzhi.
X PNART Ao

This person is Comrade Fang.

Zheiwei shi Fang tongzhi.
XM H A

This one is Comrade Fang.

3. Neéige rén shi Jiang tongzhi.
B PAZLRE.

That person is Comrade Jiang.

Neiwei shi Jiang tongzhi.
A IR,

That one is Comrade Jiang.

4. Zhéige rén shi Zhou tongzhi.
XM AZRERR.

This person is Comrade Zhou.

Zheiwei shi Zhou tongzhi.
XZEER.

This one is Comrade Zhou.

5. Neige rén shi Zhang tongzhi.
DA Z KR

That person is Comrade Zhang.

40



Module 2: Biographic Information

Neiwei shi Zhang tongzhi.
ALE K Eo

That one is Comrade Zhang.

Zheige rén shi Chén tongzhi.
XA,

This person is Comrade Chén.

Zheiwei shi Chén tongzhi.
XEFRES.

This one is Comrade Chén.

Neéige rén shi Hu tongzhi.
AN ZEBRR

That person is Comrade Hu.

Neiwei shi Hu tongzhi.
AL Z AR,

That one is Comrade Hu.
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Response drill

Respond to néige fandian? “Which hotel?” according to the cues.

1. Ta zhu zai néige fandian?
fto/ A TR IR MRIE 7
Which hotel is he/she staying at?
Cue Minzu Fandian
RI&EIRIE

the Nationalities Hotel

Ta zhu zai Minza Fandian.
fth/ et EE RIE RIS

He/she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

2. Zhang tongzhi zhu zai n€ige fandian?

KEEEER MRS 2

Which hotel is Comrade Zhang staying at?

Cue Béijing Fandian
JERIRIE

the Béijing Hotel

Ta zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
/M AL RIRIE

He/she is staying at the B&ijing Hotel.

3. Jiang tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian?

T LRRIEE RS 2

Which hotel is Comrade Jiang staying at?

Cue neige fandian

PN

that hotel

Ta zhu zai neige fandian.
o/ E AR MRS

He/she is staying at that hotel.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Wang tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian?

ERFEEB DR ?

Which hotel is Comrade Wang staying at?

zheige fandian
XMRIE
this hotel

Ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
fth/ A E X MRS

He/she is staying at this hotel.

Huang tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian?

SREEEEB MRS 2

Which hotel is Comrade Huang staying at?

Minz( Fandian

RIRIRIE

the Nationalities Hotel

Ta zhu zai Minzu Fandian.
/M ETE RIEIRIS,

He/she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.

Lin tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian?
MERAEEB RS 2

Which hotel is Comrade Lin staying at?

Béijing Fandian
JERIRIE

the Béijing Hotel

Ta zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
/M ETE AL RIRIS

He/she is staying at the Béijing Hotel.

Lit tongzhi zhu zai néige fandian?

X BRIEE MRS 2

Which hotel is Comrade Lit staying at?
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Cue zheige fandian
XNRIE
this hotel

Ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
ftb /M E X DRI,

He/she is staying at this hotel.
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Response drill

Respond to néige rén “which person ” with neige rén, “That person.”

1.

Qingwen, néige rén shi Wang Déxian?

iBin, BOABERE?
May I ask, which person is Wang Déxian?

Neige rén shi Wang Déxian.
ABPAZBERERE,

That person is Wang Déxian.

Qingwen, néige rén shi Zhao Shimin?

iR, BPARRHR?

May I ask, which person is Zhao Shimin?

Neige rén shi Zhao Shimin.

BPARRHER,

That person is Zhao Shimin.

Qingwen, néige rén shi Lin Baolan?

BR), BPARME="?

May I ask, which person is Lin Baolan?

Neige rén shi Lin Baolan.
B PARME=,

That person is Lin Baolan.

Qingwen, n€ige rén shi Gao Tingfeng?

iBiA, BOAESEIE?
May I ask, which person is Gao Tingfeng?

Neige rén shi Gao Tingfeng.

HBPAEEEE.
That person is Gao Tingféng.

Qingwen, néige rén shi Zhang Wanru?

B8], B ARIKEEN ?

May I ask, which person is Zhang Wanra?
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Neéige rén shi Zhang Wanru.

A KL

That person is Zhang Wanru.

Qingwen, n€ige rén shi Hu Méiling?
iBiA, BANEEAER ?

May I ask, which person is Ha M¢iling?

Neige rén shi Ha Méiling.
A PNZBAER,

That person is Ha M¢iling.

Qingwen, né€ige rén shi Song Zhiyuan?
iBiAL, B ARARAIL ?
May I ask, which person is Song Zhiyudn?

Neéige rén shi Song Zhiyuan.
AN ANEARAIZS
That person is Song Zhiyuan.
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Transformation drill

Ask the appropriate “which” or “where” question according to the statements.

1. Ta laojia zai Qingdao.
fth/HE R T Do

His/her family is from Qingdao.

Ta liojia zai nir?
ft/ b RTEM) L 2

Where is his/her family from?

2. Ta xianzai zai Jianada.
/M I FETENNE K

He /she is in Canada now.

Ta xianzai zai nar?
fto/ah I E W)L 2

Where is he/she now?

3. Ta zhu zai Béijing Fandian.
ftb/ M E AR IR/,

He/she is staying at the B¢ijing Hotel.

Ta zhu zai néige fandian?
/A AT I RIS 2

In which hotel is he/she staying?

4. Ta xianzai zai Shandong.
ftb/ I LR

He /she is in Shandong now.

Ta xianzai zai nar?
o/ I ETER) L 7

Where is he/she now?

5. Ta zhu zai Minzu Fandian.
/M ETE RIEIRIS

He/she is staying at the Nationalities Hotel.
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Ta zhu zai néige fandian.
/A AT BRI 7

In which hotel is he/she staying?

Ta liojia zai Hubéi.
ftt/1th =& RTE AL

His/her family is from Hubé¢i.

Ta ld0jia zai nir?
o/ aERTEH) L ?

Where is his/her family from?

Ta xianzai zai Méiguo.
ftt/ b ISR

He/she is in America now.

Ta xianzai zai nar?
o/ I ETER) L 7

Where is he/she now?

Ta zhu zai zhéige fandian.
ftb/ M E X RIS,

He/she is staying at this hotel.

Ta zhu zai néige fandian?
it/ E P MRS 2

In which hotel is he/she staying?

Ta laojia zai Guangdong.
ft/MERET o

His/her family is from Guangdong.

Ta laojia zai nar?
fth/MbEREA) L ?

Where is his/her family from?

48



Module 2: Biographic Information

Unit 2

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Where people are staying (houses).
. Where people are working.

. Addresses.

. The marker de.

. The marker ba.

. The prepositional verb zai.

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The 2D-1 tape.
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References

Reference List

Ni zhu zai nali?
(RETEWRREE 2

Where are you staying?

W6 zhu zai Guébin Dafandian.
HREEEEXNRS.

I’m staying at the Ambassador Hotel.

Ni zhu zai nali?
TRETEMEE 2
Where are you staying?
W0 zhu zai zheli.
BRAETXE,
I’m staying here.

Ta ne?

g ?

How about him?
Ta zhu zai nali.
M ETEACIE,

He is staying there.

Ni zhu zai nali?
TRETEMEE 2
Where are you staying?
W zhu zai péngyou jia.
REERAER.

I’m staying at a friend’s home.

Ni péngyou jia zai nali?
TRAR R SRAEHRE 7
Where is your friend’s house?
Ta jia zai Dali Jie.
fthZRFE AR T,

His house is on Dali Street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi ...?
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6.%

9.6

TRARR ROMIIERE - 2

What is your friend’s address?
Ta de dizhi shi Dali jig Sishiérhao.
Ryt R RS EH N+ 5o

His address is Ne 42 Dali Street.

Ni shi Weéi shaoxiao ba?
REFRIRIE ?

You are Major Weiss, aren’t you?
Shide.

=8,

Yes.

Na shi Guébin Dafandian ba?

A EEEAREE ?

That is Ambassador Hotel, isn’t it?
Shide.

=8,

Yes.

Ni péngyou xianzai zai nali gongzuo?
R EEMETLF?

Where does your friend work now?
Ta zai Tainan gongzuo.
ftEemIIF.

He works in Tainan.

Ni zai nali gongzuo?
IRIEMRE T 2

Where do you work?
Wo zai Wiiguanchu gongzuo.
HRERELTF,

I work at the Defense Attache’s Office.

Ni zai nali gongzuo?
REMETIE?

Where do you work?
W0 zai yinhédng gdongzuod.
RAERIT IR

I work at a bank.
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11.° A: Ni péngyou zai Taibéi gdongzuo ma?

R ESIL IR ?

Does your friend work in Taipei?
B: Ta bu zai Taibéi gongzuo; ta zai Taizhong gongzuo.
A EESILITIE. MEaFI

He doesn’t work in Taipei; he works in Taichung.
This exchange occurs on the C-1 tape only
 This exchange occurs on the P-1 tape only
“This exchange occurs on the C-1 tape only
This exchange occurs on the P-1 tape only
°This exchange occurs on the C-1 tape only
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ba

dafandian

-de

dizhi

gongzuo

Guobin Dafandian

-hao

nage

nali

nali
péngyou
shaoxiao
Shide
Wiiguanchu
yinhang

zai

zhe-

zheége

zheli

Diy1 Dafandian

Meéiguo  Guoji

Zongshu
Meigu6 Yinhang
Taiwan Yinhang

Y 6uzhéngjii

Jiaoliu

Vocabulary

E— IR
EEEFR
HEE

EERT
LBET

HR /)

question marker expressing supposition of what an-
swer will be

hotel

possessive marker
address

to work
Ambassador Hotel
number (in address)
home, house

street

road

that

that (one)

where

there

friend

major (military title)
Yes, that’s so.
defense attache office
bank

to be in/at/on (prepositional verb)
this

this (one)

here

First Hotel

U.S. International Communications Agency

Bank of America
Bank of Taiwan

post office
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Reference Notes

Notes on N21-2

1. A:  Nizhu zai nali?
TRETEMRE 2
Where are you staying?
B: W06 zhu zai Guobin Dafandian.
HRIEEEEXNIRS.

I’'m staying at the Ambassador Hotel.

2. A: Ni zhu zai nali?
TRETERIE 2
Where are you staying?
B: W6 zhu zai zhéli.
HAEEXE,
I’'m staying here.
A: Ta ne?

g 2

How about him?
B: Ta zhu zai nali.

M EEARE,

He is staying there.

The word gudbin actually refers to any official state guest, not just an ambassador. (The word for
“ambassador” is dashi) The translation “Ambassador Hotel” has been used for years by that hotel and,
although inaccurate, has been retained in this text.

Dafandian means “great hotel” or “grand hotel.” It is commonly used in the names of Taiwan and
Hong Kong hotels.

Nali, nali, and zh¢li are common variants of ndr, nar, and zhér in non-Peking dialects of Standard
Chinese. The forms with r are Peking dialect forms.

Compare:
Peking Other
nar? nali?
where?
I35 ) L 38 E8
nar nali
there
AJ L A
zher zheli
here
X)L X
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Notice the difference in tone between nar and nali. This is because -li has a basic Low tone, and the
first of two adjoining Low-tone syllables changes to a Rising tone: na + -1i = nali.
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Notes on Ne3—4

3. A:  Nizhu zai nali?
TR ETERE 2
Where are you staying?
B: W zhu zai péngyou jia.
HIEEARR =R,

I’'m staying at a friend’s home.

4. A: Ni péngyou jia zai nali?
{RAA R SREMRIE ?
Where is your friend’s house?
B: Ta jia zai Dali Jie.
fthRERT I,

His house is on Dali Street.

The possessive relationships in péngyou jia, “friend’s house,” ni péngyou jia, “your friend’s house,”
and ta jia, “his house,” are unmarked, while the English must include -’s or the possessive form of the
pronoun (“your,” “his”). In Chinese, possessive relationships may be expressed by simply putting the
possessor in front of the possessed when the relationship between the two is particularly close, like
the relationship between a person and his home, family, or friends.

56



Module 2: Biographic Information

Notes on Ne5

Ni péngyoude dizhi shi ...?

TRARR RV E - 2

What is your friend’s address?

B: Ta de dizhi shi jié Sishiérhao.
YU R AR EHIU+ 5,

His address is Ne 42 Dali street.

Péngyou de dizhi: “The marker -de in this phrase is Just like the English possessive ending -’s. With
the exception of close relationships, this is the usual way to form the possessive in Chinese.

ni péngyodu -de dizhi
TRARKR B9 HoAE
your friend ’s address

Unlike the English -’s ending, -de is also added to pronouns.

wo de

R m”

ni de

{RBY o

ta de Hioh
/4t e

You are learning possessive phrases in which the marker -de is used (ta de dizhi) and some posses-
sive phrases which do not contain -de (ni péngyou jia). There are certain reasons for the inclusion or
omission of -de. If a close relationship exists between the possessor and the possessed, the marker -de
might not be used. If a phrase is long and complex, as Li xiansheng péngyou de taitai, the marker -de
is used to separate the possessor from the possessed.

short or simple long or complex
ni jia Hu Méiling -de laojia
() EN CEESSEs HER
wo péngyou ni péngyou -de dizhi
x AR TRARR ENpeubln
Li xiansheng péngyou -de taitai
FRAERR HYR R

But these are not hard and fast rules. The use or omission of -de is not determined solely by the number
of syllables in a phrase or by the closeness between the possessor and the possessed, although both of
these considerations do play a big part in the decision.

While some common nouns are usually used without -de before them, most nouns are more likely to
be preceded by -de, and many even require it. Dizhi, “address,” is the only noun you have learned
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which REQUIRES the possessive marker -de added to the possessor. But other nouns such as jia are
not always preceded by -de. This is also the case with nouns indicating personal relationships, like
fumu, “father,” and taitai “wife.” Péngyou, “friend,” xuésheng, “student,” and laosht “teacher” are
commonly used without -de, but may also be used with the marker.

You might expect the question Ni péngyou de dizhi...? to be completed with a word such as shénme,
“what.” However, the incomplete form given in this exchange, with the voice trailing off, inviting
completion, is also commonly used.

Addresses: The order in which addresses are given in Chinese is the reverse of that used in English.
In Chinese, the order is from the general to the specific: country, province or state, city, street name,

street number.

-hao: A street number is always given with the bound word -hao, “number,” after it.2

2The word di- is sometimes translated “number,” as in diy1, “number one” (See resource module on Numbers, tape 4.)
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Notes on N26-7

6. A: Ni shi Wei shaoxiao ba?

IREBDIIE 2

You are Major Weiss, aren’t you?

B: Shide.
=M,
Yes.
7. A: Na shi Gudbin Dafandian ba?

AR EEAIR/ENE ?
That is Ambassador Hotel, isn’t it?
B: Shide.

=8,

Yes.

Ba is a marker for a question which expresses the speaker’s supposition as to what the answer will be.
It is the type of question which asks for a confirmation from the listener.

There are three ways to translate the two questions in exchanges 6 and 7 into English:

Ni shi Wéi shaoxiao ba? Aren’t you Major Weiss?

N You are Major Weiss, aren’t you?
IREBIRIE ?

You must be Major Weiss.

Na shi Guobin Dafandian ba? Isn’t that the Ambassador Hotel?

That is the Ambassador Hotel, isn’t it?
ABEE = AIR/EE ?

That must be the Ambassador Hotel.

Each translation reflects a different degree of certainty on the part of the speaker. (While the differences
in certainty are expressed in English by variation in wording, they can be expressed in Chinese by
intonation.) You will probably find that the “isn’t it”, “aren’t you” translation fits most situations.

The short answer shide is an expanded form of the short answer shi, with the same meaning: “Yes,
that’s so.” Shide is also the word used for the “yes” in the military “Yes, sir.”

Na (nei): In the subject position, na (néi), “that,” and zhe (zhei), “this,” may be used either as free
words or as bound words, with -ge following.

Compare:
Na shi Guobin Dafandian.
s EEEXRE,
That is the Ambassador Hotel.
Na -ge shi Guobin Dafandian.
A ™ EEEXRE,
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That one is the Ambassador Hotel.

However, the question form na- (néi-) is a bound word.

Nége (fandian) shi Guébin Dafandian?

B (RIE) REEXRIRE ?

Which one is the Ambassador Hotel?
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Notes on N28-11

8. A: Ni péngyou xianzai zai nali gongzuo?

AR EEMET E?

Where does your friend work now?
B: Ta zai Tainan gongzuo.
fthE = mIIF.

He works in Tainan

9. A: Ni zai nali gongzuo?

REWE TR ?

Where do you work?
B: W zai Wiiguanchu gongzuo.

FERBLIIF,

I work at the Defense Attache’s Office.

10. A: Ni zai nali gongzuo?

REMETIE?

Where do you work?

B: W0 zai yinhang gongzuo.
BEERITI

I work at a bank.

I1. A: Ni péngyou zai Taibéi gongzud ma?

R ESALTIES ?

Does your friend work in Taipei?
B: Ta bt zai Taibéi gongzuo; ta zai Taizhong gongzuo.
A ESILITIF, ftEEH I

He doesn’t work in Taipei; he works in Taichung.

Wiguanchu, “defense attache’s office,” literally means “military attache’s office.”

Zai...gongzuo: Compare these two sentences:

Ta zai Tainan.

o/t = aE

He is in Tainan.

Ta zai Tainan gongzuo.
fto/ath £ amE Tk
He in Tainan works.
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The sentence Ta zai Tainadn gongzuo seems to have two verbs: zai, “to be in/at/on,” and gdongzuo, “to
work.” But there is only one verb in the translation: “He works in Tainan.” The translation reflects the
fact that zai loses its full verb status in this sentence and plays a role like that of the English preposition
“in” The zai phrase in Chinese, like the “in” phrase in English, gives more information about the main
verb gongzuo; that is, it tells where the action takes place. “He works,” and the work takes place “in
Tainan.” In sentences like this, the word zai is a prepositional verb. Most relationships expressed by
prepositions in English are expressed by prepositional verbs in Chinese.

You have also seen zai used as a prepositional verb in the sentence Ni zhu zai nali? “Where do you
live?”—literally, “You live at where?” Notice that in this sentence the prepositional verb phrase zai
nali comes after the main verb zhu. In the sentence Ni zai nali gdngzud? the prepositional verb phrase
zai nali conies before the main verb gongzuo. Many things, such as stress, contrast, and other objects
in the sentence, can influence the order of the prepositional verb phrase and the main verb.

In some cases, either order may be used, as in Ni zai nali zhu? or Ni zhu zai nali?. In other cases, the
word order is fixed, as in Ni zai nali gongzuo? For text examples, it will be pointed out whether or not
the word order may be changed, and the reasons will be given.

Ta b zai Taibéi gongzuo, “He doesn’t work in Taipei”: In this sentence, the negative adverb bu comes
before the prepositional verb zai (which starts the complete predicate zai Taibéi gongzuo, not before
the main verb gongzuo. This makes sense, for you are not saying “He does NOT WORK,” but you
are saying “He does NOT work IN TAIPEL”

Ta gongzuo.
ftt/ 4t Tk
Ta bu gongzuo.
ftt /4t 2 T 1%
Ta zai Taibéi gongzuo.
ftt/ 4t ea=pld TA%
Ta bu zai Taibéi gongzuo.
ftty/2t 25 aa=pld Tk
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Drills

Response drill

Respond according to the cues.

1. Li xiansheng zhu zai nali?

I EEEE ?

Where is Mr. Li staying?

Cue Guobin Dafandian
EEXIRIE

Ambassador Hotel

Ta zhu zai Guobin Dafandian.
MEEEEXIRE,

He is staying at the Ambassador Hotel.

2. Gao xiansheng zhu zai nali?

S EEEME ?

Where is Mr. Gao staying?

Cue Yuanshan Dafandian

&L IRIE

Yuanshan hotel

Ta zhu zai Yuanshan Dafandian.
MEER L AIRIE,

He is staying at the Yuanshan hotel.

3. Yang xiansheng zhu zai nali?

W EEEME ?

Where is Mr. Yang staying?
Cue Diy1 Dafandian
BE—KIRIE

Grand Hotel

Ta zhu zai Diy1 Dafandian.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

IEES —KIRIE,

He is staying at the Grand Hotel.

Téang xiansheng zhu zai nali?

B EEEME ?

Where is Mr. Tang staying?

zheli
XE
here
ta zhu zai zheli.
tiEEXEE,
He is staying here.
Sima xiansheng zhu zai nali?
A S EFEME ?
Where is Mr. Sima staying?
péngyou jia

AR R

friend’s house

Ta zhu zai péngyou jia.
tEEA R o

He is staying at his friend’s house.

Liu xiansheng zhu zai nali?

XS E{ETEMRE 7

Where is Mr. Sima staying?

nali
ABE

there
Ta zhu zai nali.
M EEAE ?

He is staying there.

Wang xiansheng zhu zai nali?
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Cue

FAEEEME ?
Where is Mr. Wang staying?
Diy1 Dafandian
E—KIRIE
Grand Hotel

Ta 7ht zai DiyT Dafandian.
ftEESE—KIRIE,

He is staying at the Grand Hotel.

65



Module 2: Biographic Information

Response drill

Respond according to the cues.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta péngyou jia zai nali?
AR RIEME 2

Where is your friend’s house?

Bdai Lu
HE B
Boai road
Ta jia zai Boai Lu.
MRETEE o
His/her house is on Boai road.
Li xiansheng jia zai nali?
IR ERIEWEE 7
Where is Mr. Li house?
Dinhua Lu

i

Dunhua road

Ta jia zai Dinhua Lu
HREZLE

His house is on Diinhua road.

Wang xiansheng jia zai nali?
FRERERE ?

Where is Mr. Wang’s house?

Nongan Jie
Rz
Noéngan street
Ta jia zai Nongan Jie.
fthRER L.

His house is on Nongan street.
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4. Hé xiansheng jia zai nali?
IS EREME 2

Where is Mr. Hé’s house?

Cue Dali Jig
NIBMHT

Dali street

Ta jia zai Dali Jie.
i R1E AR IR,

His house is on Dali street.

5. Bao xiansheng jia zai nali?
DIERTEME ?

Where is Mr. Bao’s house?

Cue Nanjing Lu

Eapabic

Nanjing road

Ta jia zai Nanjing Lu
fthRTEF SR,

His house is on Nanjing road.

6. Ma xiansheng jia zai nali?
SREREME ?

Where is Mr. Ma’s house?

Cue Zhongshan Lu

1L

Zhongshan road

Ta jia zai Zhongshan.
fth R,

His house is on Zhongshan road.

7. Lin xiansheng jia zai nali?

MICEREWE ?

Where is Mr. Lin’s house?

67



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue Zhg¢jiang Jie
i/ PAKES|
Zhéjiang street
Ta jia zai Zh¢jiang Jie.
fth R L.

His house is on Zh¢jiang street.
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Response drill

According to each cue, respond with the appropriate street number on Dali
street.

1. Nipéngyou de dizhi shi...?

TRARR AL - 2

What is your friend’s address?

Cue 42 hao
N+ —=
number 42
Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jie Sishiérhao.

ftb/ ARy HIAE R AIBE N+ — S,

His/her address is number 42 Dali street.

2. Nipéngyou de dizhi shi...?

R AL E - 7

What is your friend’s address?

Cue 40 hao
H+=

number 40

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jié Sishihao.
/MRyt RIBH U +5,

His/her address is number 40 Dali street.

3. Nipéngyou de dizhi shi...?

TRAAR AR - 2

What is your friend’s address?

Cue 95 hao

NThHS

number 95

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Ji¢ Jitishiwiihao.
ftt/ RV B IR N+ B S

His/her address is number 95 Dali street.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

TR AL E - ?

What is your friend’s address?

26 hao

N s |

TN
number 26
Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jie Ershilitthao.

ftb/ RV HINE B AR — 4755,

His/her address is number 26 Dali street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

RARRBIAERE - 7

What is your friend’s address?

77 hao

t+t5

number 77

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Ji¢ Qishigihao.
fth/ ARy R RIEE E+ 5,

His/her address is number 77 Dali street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

TRARR AR - 2

What is your friend’s address?

68 hao

NS

number 68

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jié Litshibahao.
ftt/ bRy AIRET 71\ S

His/her address is number 68 Dali street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

R R E - 7

What is your friend’s address?
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Cue 44 hao

-+

number 44

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jie Sishisihao,
fth/ 4RI B AR IRET O+ U S

His/her address is number 44 Dali street.
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Response drill

Give the appropriate Taiwan street addresses according to the cues.

1. Nipéngyou de dizhi shi...?

{RARR AL E - ?

What is your friend’s address?

Cue Dali Jie 43 hao
KiEBHTH=%
42 Dali street
Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jie Sishiérhao.

ftb/ ARy HIAE B AR U =S,

His/her address is number 42 Dalji street.

2. Nipéngyou de dizhi shi...?

RARRBYAERE - 7

What is your friend’s address?

Cue Boai Lu 94 hao
BERN TS

94 Bobai road

Ta de dizhi shi Béai L Jitishisihao.
ftt/ oYL BB E BN+ TS

His/her address is number 95 Boai road.

3. Nipéngyou de dizhi shi...?

TR AL - 2

What is your friend’s address?

Cue Diinhua Lu 55 hao

FILRATHS

55 Dunhua road

Ta de dizhi shi Dinhua Lt Wiishiwiihao.
ftt/ bRyt REA LR B+ R8T

His/her address is number 55 Dunhua road.

72



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

{RAAR R Z - ?

What is your friend’s address?

Nongan Ji€ 75 hao
ReHt+hs
75 Nongan street
Ta de dizhi shi Nongan Qishiwtihao.

ftb/ gAY R R L E+ RS

His/her address is number 75 Nongan street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

TR AR - 2

What is your friend’s address?

Dali Jié 42 hao
NIB#EU+ _—=

42 Dalj street

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jié Sishiérhao.
ftt/ bRy AIRE N+ — S,

His/her address is number 42 Dali street.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

TR AL E - ?

What is your friend’s address?

Diinhua Lu 55 hao

FBRATRAS

55 Dunhua road

Ta de dizhi shi Diinhua Lu Wushiwtihao.
M/ ipyt R B A+R S,

His/her address is number 55 Dunhua road.

Ni péngyou de dizhi shi...?

RARRBIAERE - 7

What is your friend’s address?
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Cue Béai Lit 94 hio
BEELTES

94 Bobai road

Ta de dizhi shi Boai Lt Jitishisihao,
ftt/ bRyt BIE = B AL+ 05,

His/her address is number 94 Boéai road.
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Transformation drill

Respond according to the model.

1.

Ma taitai jia zai Dali Jic Sishiérhao.
SAAREAEGO+ -5,

Ma’s house is at N°42 Dali street.

Ta de dizhi shi Dali Jié Sishiérhao.
RN BRI E U+ S,

Her address is N°42 Dali street.

Zhao taitai jia zai Boai Lu Jitshisihao.
BARREBEREN TS,

Mrs. Zhao’s house is at N°94 Bdai road.

Ta de dizhi shi Boai Li Jitishisihao.
iR HIUE R B E L+ S,

Her address is N°94 Bo6ai road.

Li taitai jia zai Dinhua Lu Wushiwuhao.
FPARAREFCRATAS,

Mrs. Li’s house is at Dunhua road.

Ta de dizhi shi Dunhua Lu Wushiwuhao.
YAt R B A+ RS,

Her address is N°55 Duinhua road.

Hé taitai jia zai Nongan Jie Qishiwiithao.
AIAARERZHELTARS,

Mrs. Hé’s house is at N°75 Nongan street.

Ta de dizhi shi Nongan Jie Qishiwtihao.
ULEISp | S o e i i S

Her address is N°75 Nongan street.

Gio taitai jia zai Dali Jig Sishiérhao,
BAAREAIEGHO+=5,

Mrs. Gao’s house is at N°42 Dali street.
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Ta de dizhi shi Dali Ji¢ Sishiérhao,
ipIHHEE RIEEH I+ 5,

Her address is N°42 Dali street.

Wiing taitai jia zai Boai Lu Jitishisihao,
FARAREBERL TS,

Mrs. Wang’s house is at N°94 Boéai road.

Ta de dizhi shi Boai L Jitishisihao,
iRy BB E IR LTS,

Her address is N°94 Boai road.

Lin taitai jia zai Danhua Lt Wiishiwiihao.
MARREZICBATAS,

Mrs. Lin’s house is at N°55 Dunhua road.

Ta de dizhi shi Dinhua Lt Wiishiwiihdo.
AR SR AT RS,

Her address is N°55 Dunhua road.
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Transformation drill

Change each ma question to a ba question.

1.

Nin shi Wéi shaoxiao ma?
RO WG 7
Are you Major Weiss?

Nin shi Wéi shaoxiao ba?
G WIE ?

You are Major Weiss, aren’t you?

Ta shi Zhang shaoxiao ma?

fth2 sk Hg 2

Is he Major Zhang?

Ta shi Zhang shaoxiao ba?

fth2 sk B 7

He is Major Zhang, isn’t he?

oy o0

&2 e/ VArg
Are you Miss Huang?

T

&2 e/ a7

You are Miss Hudng, aren’t you?

Na shi Guobin Dafandian ma?
ABREERIR/ES ?

Is that the Nationalities Hotel?

Na shi Guobin Dafandian ba?
A= EEAXIRENE ?

That is the Nationalities Hotel, isn’t it?

Zhe shi Diy1 Dafandian ma?
X B —KIRIED ?
Is this the Grand Hotel?
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Zhe shi DiyT Dafandian ba?
B —RIRIEE ?

This is the Grand Hotel, isn’t it?

Nawei shi Wang taitai ma?
BULEERKRG?

Is that person Mrs. Wang?

Nawei shi Wang taitai ba?
AL £ AKX,

This person is Mrs. Wang, isn’t it?

Na shi Yuanshan Dafandian ma?

BRENLAIRES ?

Is that the Yuanshan hotel?

Na shi Yuanshan Dafandian ba?

AR ELARIREE ?

That is the Yuanshan hotel, isn’t it?
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Response drill

Give an answer according to the cues.

1. Ta zai nali gongzuo?
/o EMBEE T 2
Where dos he/she works?
Cue Taibéi
=l
Taipei
Ta zai Taibéi gdongzuo.
o/ ES AL T,
He/she works in Taipei.
2. Ta zai nali gongzuo?
/it e R T 2
Where dos he/she works?
Cue Tainan
47
T‘ai-nan
Ta zai Tainan gongzuo.
f/aES ™ L1F.
He/she works in T*ai-nan.
3. Ta zai nali gongzud?
/o EMBEE TE 2
Where dos he/she works?
Cue Taizhong
=l
T*ai-chung

Ta zai Taizhong gdongzuo.
ftb/ b1t = FR 1R

He/she works in T*‘ai-chung.
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4. Ta zai nali gongzuo?
fth/ s B T 1R 2
Where dos he/she works?
Cue Gaoxiéng
=
Kao-hsiung
Ta zai Gaoxiong gongzuo.
fth/ 4t 7E ST 1o
He/she works in Kao-hsiung.
5. Ta zai nali gongzud?
ftt/ bR EE T1F 2
Where dos he/she works?
Cue Jilong
Bz
Chi-lung
Ta zai Jilong gongzuo.
fthfth /a7 ELbg T1F,
He/she works in Chi-lung.
6. Ta zai nali gongzuo?
fth/ e E T (F ?
Where dos he/she works?
Cue Taibéi
ait
Taipei

Ta zai Taib&i Gongzuo.
/e EEIb Tk,

He/she works in Taipei.

7. Ta zai nali gongzuo?

fto/ A EE TE 2

Where dos he/she works?
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Cue Taizhong

(=Lx

T¢ai-chung

Ta zai Taizhong gdongzuo.
ftt/ bt = FR 1R

He/she works in T*ai-chung.
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Response drill

Give affirmative response to all questions.

1.

Ta zai youzhéngjii gongzuo ma?
fth/ 4t MR EU= TS 7

Does he/she works at the post office?

Dui le, ta zai yéuzhéngjii gongzuo.
X T, /M TERREUE T F,

Yes, he/she works at the post office.

Ta zai Wuguanchu gongzud ma?

ftt/ b R E L TR 2

Does he/she works at the military attache’s office?

Dui le, ta zai Wuguanchu gongzuo.

X7, M/AERELTF,

Yes, he/she works at the military attache’s office.

Ta zai yinhang gdongzuo ma?

ftt/ bR T RIS 2

Does he/she works at the bank?

Dui le, ta zai yinhang gongzuo.

X7, M/ATERTT I,

Yes, he/she works at the bank?

Ta zai Méigu6 yinhang gongzud ma?
ftt/ b SEEIRT AR 7

Does he/she works at the Bank of America?

Dui le, ta zai M¢&igud yinhang gongzuo.

XY, /e ERIT TF.

Yes, he/she works at the Bank of America.

Ta zai Tdiwan yinhang gongzud ma?
fib/STE S RIT LIRS ?

Does he/she works at the Bank of Taiwan?
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Dui le, ta zai Taiwan yinyang gongzuo.

X7, /TS ERIT IF.

Yes, he/she works at the Bank of Taiwan.

Ta zai Wuguanchu gongzud ma?

ftt/ M E B A RIS ?

Does he/she works at the military attache’s office?

Dui le, ta zai Wuguanchu gongzuo.

X7, /MR E TR,

Yes, he/she works at the military attache’s office.

Ta zai yéuzhéngjii gongzud ma?
fth/4th 7E BRI /5 T RS 2

Does he/she works at the post office?

Dui le, ta zai youzhéngjii gongzuo.
T, /At TERBES TR,

Yes, he/she works at the post office.
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Transformation drill

Add xianzai, “now” to each statement.

1.

Zhou xiansheng zai Taibé&i gongzuo.
BAfEEETILITIF,

Mr. Zhou works in Taibéi.

Zhou xiansheng xianzai zai Taibéi gongzuo.
Bt MEFESIL T F.

Mr. Zhou is working in Taibéi now.

Zhang xiansheng zai Taizhdong gongzuo.

KAEFEER IR

Mr. Zhang works in Taizhong.

Zhang xiansheng xianzai zai Taizhong gongzuo.
KA EMFEEH LR,

Mr. Zhang is working in Taizhong now.

Hu xidoji¢ zai Tainan gongzuo.
sA/NMEE S TR

Miss Hu works in Tainan.

Hu xiaoji¢ xianzai zai Tainan gongzuo.
A/ NEIETE B R T

Miss Hu is working in Tainan now.

Ma xiaoji¢ zai Gaoxiong gongzuo.
S/NBTE = TR,

Miss Ma works in Gaoxiong.

ey e

SNBSS BT Fo

Miss Ma is working in Gaoxiong now.

Zhao xiansheng zai J1long gdongzuo.

R E R T (F,

Mr. Zhao works in J1long.
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Zhao xiansheng xianzai zai Jilong gongzuo.
XA EMEEEZE TR,

Mr. Zhao is working in Jilong now.

Chén xiansheng zai Taibéi gongzuo.
PrAEFEEIL TR

Mr. Chén works in Taibéi.

Chén xiansheng xianzai zai Taib&i gongzuo.
PRI E AT DAL LR,

Mr. Chén is working in Taib&i now.

Jiang xidoji¢ zai Gaoxiong gongzuo.
LNBESETF.

Miss Jiang works in Gaoxiong.

Jiang xidoji¢ xianzai zai Gaoxiong gongzuo.
L/ NBIMAEE S HET 1R,

Miss Jiang is working in Gaoxiong now.
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Transformation drill

Make each statement negative by changing zai to bu zai .

1.

Hu tongzhi zai Béijing gdongzuo.
ARSI R TR,

Comrade Hu works in Béijing.

Hu tongzhi bu zai Béijing gdongzuo.
sAREAEALR TR

Comrade Hu doesn’t work in Béijing.

Li t(’)ngzhi zai Nanjing gongzuo.

AEEERR I

Comrade Li works in Nanjing.

Li t(’)ngzhi bt zai Nanjing gongzuo.
IQ\Z_EF?/?\IT/IEO

Comrade Li doesn’t work in Nanjing.

Ta zai Qingddo gongzuo.
ftt/ b1t 5 B 1R

He/she works in Qingdao.

Ta bu zai Qingddo gongzuo.
fth/ i A S B TR,

He/she doesn’t work in Qingddo.

Lin tongzhi zai Guangzhdu gongzuo.

MERE N ITAFo

Comrade Lin works in Guangzhou.

Lin tongzhi ba zai Guangzhdu gongzuo.

MEBEEAE N ITAF,

Comrade Lin doesn’t work in Guangzhou.

Zhao tongzhi zai Shanghai gdongzuo.
REEE LEBIF.

Comrade Zhao works in Shanghai.
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Zhao tongzhi bu zai Shanghai gongzuo.
REEAE LB

Comrade Zhao doesn’t work in Shanghai.

Chén toéngzhi zai Qingddo gdongzuo.

FREEES B IR

Comrade Chén works in Qingdao.

Chén tongzhi bu zai Qingdao gongzuo.

FREEATES BTk

Comrade Chén doesn’t work in Qingdao.

Huang tongzhi zai Béijing gdngzuo.

SHREAILR I F.

Comrade Huang works in Béijing.

Huaéng tongzhi bu zai Béijing gongzuo.
&= REAEILR IR,

Comrade Huang doesn’t work in Béijing.

87



Module 2: Biographic Information

Response drill

Give negative response to the questions, adding correct information according
to the cues.

l. Hu xiaoji¢ zai Taibé&i gongzud ma?
sA/NMEESAC RS ?

Does Miss Hu work in Taipei?

Cue Tainan
=1E3]

T'ai-nan

Ta bu zai Taibé&i gongzuo; ta zai Tainan gdngzuo.
ATERIL TR, MEaR I

She doesn’t work in Taipei; she works in Tainan.

2. Li taitai zai Taizhong gongzuo ma?
LT taitai zai Taizhong gongzuo ma ?

Does Mrs. Li work in Taizhong?

Cue Jilong

B[E
Chi-lung

Ta bu zai Taizhong gongzuo; ta zai Jilong gongzuo.
AR I E, MEEETIF,

She doesn’t work in T'ai-chung; she works in Chi-lung.

3. Maxiansheng zai zheli gdongzuo ma?

S EEXETRE?

Does Mr. Ma work here?

Cue Gaoxiong

= i

Kao-hsiung

Ta bu zai zheli gongzuo; ta zai Gaoxiong gongzuo.
MAEXETR, MhE=EIF.

He doesn’t work here. He works in Kao-hsiung.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta zai Waguanchu gongzud ma?

ftt/ b R E L TIRS 7

Does he/she work in the defense attache office?

Me¢iguo Yinhang

EEIRTT

Bank of America

Ta bu zai Méiguo gdongzuo; ta zai M¢eiguo Yinhang gongzuo.
/A EREL TR, /e ERIT I F,

He doesn’t work in the military attaché’s office; he works in the Bank of America.

Ta zai yéuzhéngjii gongzud ma?
/At TE MBS T/EPS 2

Does he work in the post office?

Taiwan Yinhang
NN g=
BBERT

Bank of Taiwan

Ta bt zai youzhéngjii gongzuo; ta zai Taiwan Yinhang gongzud

fto/ M A EEREE TR, /M BRIT LIF,

He doesn’t work in the post office; he works in the Bank of Taiwan.

Lin xiansheng zai nali gongzuo ma?

MICEEABE TR ?

Does Mr. Lin work there?

zhéli
XE

here
Ta bu zai nali gdngzuo; ta zai zheli gongzuo.

tAEBEILIF, MMEXETR

He doesn’t work here; he works there.

Lit xidoji¢ zai Taibéi gongzuo ma?
X/ NBE S AL TR ?

Does Miss Liti work in Taipei?
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Cue Taizhong

af

T'ai-chung

Ta bu zai Taib&i gongzuo; ta zai Taizhong gongzuo.
AT EIb TR, MEaHFR Ik

She doesn’t work in Taipei; she works in T'ai-chung.
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Response drill

Give an affirmative or negative response according to the cues.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta zai Taibéi gongzuo ma?
fth/ et E 2L RIS 2

Does he/she work in Taipei?

Taibéi
ait
Taipei

Dui le, ta zai Taibéi gongzuo.

X7, fh/tE eIt TR,

Yes, he/she works in Taipei.

Ta zai Taibéi gongzud ma?

fth/ s E 2L TR 2

Does he/she work in Taipei?
Tainan
=l

T’ai-nan

Ta bu zai Taib&i gongzuo; ta zai Tainan gongzuo.
/s A EEdt TIF, M/MEarm Ik,

No, he/she doesn’t work in Taipei. he/she works in T ai-nan.

Ta zai Taizhong gdongzud ma?
fth/thiE & TIEAS ?

Does he/she work in T’ai-chung.

Jilong
BZ
Chi-lung

Ta bu zai Taizhong gongzuo; ta zai Jilong gdongzuo.
fth/ AT R TR, fth/dt e EbE T 1,

No he/she doesn’t work in T ai-chung. He/she works in Chi-lung.
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4. Ta zai zhéli gongzuo ma?

ftt/ b X BB RIS 2

Does he/she work here?

Cue zheli
XE
here
Dui le, ta zai zh¢li gongzuo.

T, i/ EXE T,

Yes, he/she works here.

5. Ta zai youzhéngjii gdngzud ma?

ftb /A E BB TEDS 7

Does he/she work at the post office?

Cue Taiwan yinhang
LR

Bank of Taiwan

Ta b zai youzhéngjii gongzuo; ta zai Tadiwan Yinhang gongzuo.
ftb/ M A EBREE TR, fh/dfEaBR1T LIFS,

He/she doesn’t work at the post office. He/she works at the Bank of Taiwan.

6. Ta zai Wlguanchu gongzuo ma?

fth/ M E R E R TEIS ?

Does he/she work at the defense attache office?

Cue zheli
X8
here
Ta bu zai Wuguanchu gongzuo; ta zai zheli gongzuo.

/A ERBEL TR, M/MExXETIF,

No, he/she doesn’t work at the defense attache office. He/she works here.

7. Ta zai M¢&igud Yinhang gongzuo ma?

fto /eSS E RAT RIS 2

Does he/she work at the Bank of America?
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Cue Mg¢igu6 Yinhang

EEIRTT

Bank of America

Dui le, ta zai Méigu6 Yinhang gongzuo.
X7, /4 EERIT TR,

Yes, he/she works at the Bank of America.
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Unit 3

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Members of a family.

. The plural ending -men.

. The question word ji- “how many.”
. The adverb dou “all.”

. Several ways to express “and.”

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The 3D-1 tape.
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References

Reference List

Nimen you héizi ma?

TRMIBEZFS 2

Do you have children?

You, women you.

B, B,

Yes, we have.

Lit xiansheng you Méiguo6 péngyou ma?

X SR EERRN ?

Does Mr Lit have any American friends?

Ta meiyou Méiguo péngyou.

g BEER K.

He doesn’t have any American friends.

Ta you Yinggud péngyou.

(UESESESY 2

He has English friends. (or an English friend)

Nimen you jige haizi?

MBI #&F ?

How many children do you have?

Women you sange haizi.

BB =1%Fo

We have three children.

Nimen ydu jige nanhaizi, jige niih4izi?

MBI TBE&RTF, VIR ERTF?
How many boys and how many girls do you have?
Women you lidngge nanhdizi, yige niihaizi.
ﬁﬂ\]ﬁﬁﬁ\% %Z? ) _/|\ﬁ¥z¥o

We have two boys and one girl.

Shi nanhaizi, shi niihaizi?
BT, BRETF?

Are they boys or girls?
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Tamen dou shi niihaizi.
&R L& Fo

All of them are girls.

Hu xiansheng, taitai ne? Tamen you jige haizi?

BAFTE, AADE ? 18 1 &F 2

How about Mr. and Mrs. Hi? How many children do they have?
Tamen you liangge hdizi.

1B N+

They have two children.

Shi nanhaizi, shi niih4izi?

BELSF, BUKT?

Are they boys or girls?

Dou shi niihdizi.

BN AT o

Both of them are girls.

Nimen haizi dou zai zhéli ma?
R TFEEXEN ?

Are all your children here?
Bu, liangge zai zheli, yige hai zai Me€iguo.
A, MPEXE, — P EEE,

No. Two are here, and one is still in America.

Ni jiali you shénme rén?
MMREBHAAN?

What people are (there) in your family?
You wo taitai gén sange haizi.
BRAKE=T%TFo

There’s my wife and three children.

Ni jiali you shénme rén?
MREGHLAN?

What people are (there) in your family?
Jiu (you) wo fuqin, muqin.

B (B) A%, &%

Just my father and mother.
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.....

jigjie
meimei
xiongdi
jiémei
xiongdi jiémei
fumu
zufu
zumu
waizufu
waizimu
baba
mama
dou

fuqgin

méi
méiyou
-men
mugin
nan-

nanhaizi

Vocabulary

PR

EEES

=X =1}
ISIN=T)

4848
Bk
R
s
RS
Q8
R

i
S8
H485

AL AN

(B

]
&

only

younger brother

older brother

older sister

younger sister
brothers

sisters

brothers and sisters
parents

paternal grandfather
paternal grandmother
maternal grandfather
maternal grandmother
papa, dad, father
momma, mom, mother
all, both

father

and, with, and (in addition to)
still, yet

children, child

how many

family

how many

only, just

two

not, not to have

not to have, there is not
plural suffix

mother

male

boy
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nimen 'ﬂF'f ﬂ you (plural)
nli- 17— female

niihaizi TIF girl

tamen 'TJ@'T ﬂ they, them
women ﬁ{ |“_] we, us

you E to have, there is
zhi jm] only

ying le % T I(’ve) won
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne1

1. A: Nimen you haizi ma?

MIEZFS 2

Do you have children?

B: You, women you.

B, B,

Yes, we have.

The plural pronouns are formed by adding -men to the singular pronouns

singular plural
wO women
N I N \ We
E24 ]
ni nimen
you N you
IR R1/’]
ta tamen
he/she N they
fto/ath /2]

(You have already seen these pronoun forms used as possessives: “my,” “our,” etc. Later you will find
that they are also used as objects: “me,” “us,” etc.)

Haizi: Chinese nouns have the same form for singular and plural.

Haizi may be either “child” or “children.”3Usually the context will make clear whether a noun should
be translated as singular or as plural, but not always. Chinese does not require that the matter be pinned
down to the same extent that English does.

Women you haizi is a perfectly good sentence, even though the only accurate translation is the clumsy
“We have one or more children.” We would prefer to have enough information to translate it either as
“We have a child” or as “We have children.”

At times this ambiguity is an advantage. When you ask Nimen you haizi ma? you do not, after all,
know whether you are referring to one child or to more than one child. To cover both bets in the same
way in English, we have to say “Do you have any children?”

3A few nouns referring to people may be made explicitly plural by adding -men. Héizimen can only be “children”
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Notes on Ne2

2. B: Lit xiansheng you Mé&iguo6 péngyou ma?

X SR EERN ?

Does Mr Lit have any American friends?
B: Ta meiyou Mé&iguo péngyou.

oz B EERR.

He doesn’t have any American friends.

A: Ta you Yinggud péngyou.

(UESEES R

He has English friends. (or an English friend)

Mg¢éi you: All the verbs discussed so far form the negative with bu, with the single exception of you,
“to have,” which has the irregular negative form méiyou.
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Notes on Ne3—4

3. A: Nimen you jige haizi?

MBI T ?

How many children do you have?

B: Women you sange haizi.

BITE=1&F

We have three children.

4. A: Nimen ydu jige nanhaizi, jige ntih4izi?

MBI E&EF, IEEF?
How many boys and how many girls do you have?

B: Women ydu liingge ndnhdizi, yige niihaizi.

ﬁﬂ\jﬁﬁﬁ\% %Z% ) _/|\ﬁ¥g¥o

In Peking speech, ji-, “how many,” is usually used only when the number expected in an answer is
about 10 or less. In many other parts of China, speakers use ji- no matter how large a number is
expected in the answer.

Counters: In Chinese, a noun cannot be counted or specified (i.e., used with néi- “which,” néi-, “that,”
zhei-, “this”’) without the addition of a bound word, a counter, to indicate the sort of thing being speci-
fied or counted. English has a few such counters, as “head” in “how many head of cattle” and “loaves”
in “seven loaves of bread.”

The counter used in a particular instance depends on the noun being specified or counted. Many nouns
have special counters. You have already learned the polite counter for persons, -wéi. Other special
counters refer in some way to the kind of thing the noun represents. The word for “hotel,” for instance,
has a special counter -jia, “house,” used for counting or specifying business establishments.

The general counter -ge is used with nouns that do not have special counters. For example, there is no
special counter for the word pubu, “waterfall,” so you would say yige pubu, “one waterfall.” You have
already found the general counter -ge in specifying expressions such as néige haizi, “which child,”
and zh¢ige fandian, “this hotel.”

You may find that, in colloquial speech, nouns that have special counters are sometimes used with -
ge anyway, but this tendency is looked down upon by many speakers.

Here are the numbers 1 through 10 with the counter -ge:
yige liangge sange sige wuige liuge qige bage jitige shige

The number 2 has a special form before a counter: lidng-. Notice that the words for 1, 2, and 8 have
Rising tones before -ge, because -ge is basically a Falling-tone syllable. (See also Unit 5, notes on
No. 9 and No. 10.)

Nan- nii-: The “bound words nan- “male,” and nii-, “female,” are often used in compounds; for exam-
ple, nanpéngyou, “boyfriend,” and nlitongzhi “(woman) Comrade.”

And: In Chinese, a word for “and” is not needed between parallel phrases like liangge nanhaizi, yige
niihaizi “two boys, (and) one girl.” A pause is usual between the two phrases, but even the pause is
sometimes omitted.
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Notes on Ne5-7

5. B: Shi nanhaizi, shi niih4izi?
BB F, BRUKT?
Are they boys or girls?
A:  Tamen dou shi niihaizi.

il BB B o

All of them are girls.

6. B: Hu xiansheng, taitai ne? tamen you jige haizi?

BASEE, AANR ? 1B/ LT ?

How about Mr. and Mrs. Hi? How many children do they have?

A: Tamen you liangge haizi.

B S

They have two children.

B: Shi nanhaizi, shi niithaizi?
BBZT, BUKT?
Are they boys or girls?

A: Dou shi niihdizi.

R %o

Both of them are girls.

7. A: Nimen haizi dou zai zhéli ma?
TR 1% FEREX NG 7
Are all your children here?
B: Bu, lidngge zai zheli, yige hai zai Méiguo.
N, MPAEXE, —PrEEE,

No. Two are here, and one is still in America.

Shi nanhaizi, shi niihaizi? In Chinese, an “or” question (i.e., a question asking which of two alterna-
tives is true) may be asked simply by stating the two alternatives with a pause between. In this kind of
question, the verb must appear in each alternative. (You will learn other ways of making “or” questions
in later modules.)

D6u may usually be translated in a sentence as “all (of),” or, if it refers to only two things, as “both
(of).” Literally, dou means “in all cases,” “uniformly,” “entirely,” “completely.” Since it is an adverb),
it must be placed after the subject of a sentence and before the verb (like the adverb y¢, “also”.)

EENT3 2 ¢¢
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Notes on N28-9

8. A: Ni jiali you shénme rén?
MREBHAAN?
What people are (there) in your family?
B: You wo taitai gén sange haizi.
BERAKREBE=1EFo

There’s my wife and three children.

9. B: Ni jiali you shénme rén?
MREGHLAN?
What people are (there) in your family?
A: Jiu you wo fuqin, muqin.
MBTIE, B
Just my father and mother.

Literally, the phrase ni jiali means “in your home” (jia, “home”; -1i, “in”#. In this sentence it is extended
to mean “the people in your home, “that is, “your family.”

Ni jiali - you - shénme rén? Phrase by phrase, this question is: “In your family - there are - what
people?,” The word “family” can be taken to mean either all your relatives or only those living in
your household.

By itself, the verb you means “to “be,” “to exist.” You have now seen it translated two ways:
1. as “have,” with a personal subject: Women you sange haizi. “We have three children.”

2. as “there is/are,” in the so-called impersonal construction: Ni jiali you shénme rén? “What people
are (there) in your family?”

In exchange 8, the verb you in the answer is translated as “there’s.” Some English speakers may find
this translation too colloquial. The answer can also be translated Just by listing the family members,
with no verb in the English, as was done in exchange 9. Chinese almost always keeps the verb in the
answer to a question, while English tends to leave it out.

How to say “and”: Chinese has several words for “and.” Gén is the word for “and” when joining
nouns or noun phrases. Y¢ is the word for “and” when Joining verbs, verb phrases, or whole sentences:

Example 1.1. Example:
W bu xing Li, y& bt xing L. W6 xing L.
I’'m not surnamed Li and I’'m not surnamed Lii. I’m surnamed Lii.

Chinese tends to use a word for “and” when the noun phrases being Joined are not parallel and not
to use one when the phrases are parallel:

Not parallel
You wo taitai gen sange haizi. There’s my wife and 3
children.
Possessor noun number noun
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Parallel
You liangge nanhaizi s yige niihaizi. There are 2 boys and one
girl.
number noun number noun

While “and” is often omitted in Chinese, it may be added for emphasis between nouns and between
noun phrases just as in English.

LRI

Jiu, “only,” “just,” is an adverb (like y¢ and dou. The use of jitl to mean “only” is probably mostly
confined to the Peking dialect.* Speakers from other parts of the country will not necessarily use jiu
to mean “only” or understand it as such. A more widely used and understood word for “only” is zhi.
Thus the answer in exchange 9 could also be: Zhi you wo fuqin, mugqin.

4Jiu has several other meanings, which will be presented to you as you continue through this course.
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Notes on additional vocabulary

Chinese is much more precise than English in its terms for family members. There is not just one
word for “brother,” or “sister” but words for “older brother,” “younger brother,” “older sister,” and
“younger sister.”

EEINA3

older younger
gege didi brothers xiongdi
brother
=N =0)
& EEES S
jigjie meimei sisters jiémei

siter P4E Bk tok PRt

When referring to both older and younger sisters, the term jiémei is used. When referring to both older
and younger brothers, the term xidongdi is used. When referring to sisters and brothers, the phrase
xiongdi jiémei is used.

Chinese also distinguishes between grandparents on the father’s side of the family and grandparents
on the mother’s side:

father’s side mother’s side
zufu waizufu
grandfather
AR ANAER
zumu waizumu
grandmother . .
HEhS N1E &

The syllable wai- in waizufu and waiztim literally means “outer” or “outside.”
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Drills

Response drill

Give affirmatives answers using you.

1.

Ta you M¢iguo pényou ma?

ftb /s B EE RS 2

Does he/she have any American friends?

YOu, ta you Méiguoé péngyou.

B, f/tExEERR.

Yes, he/she has some American friends.

Ta you Zhdongguo péngyou ma?

ftb/ st R EA RS 2

Does he/she have any Chinese friends?

You, ta you Zhongguo péngyou.

B, ft/tETRERR.

Yes, he/she has some Chinese friends.

Ta you Déguo péngyou ma?

ftt/ B RER NS 7

Does he/she have any German friends?

You, ta you Déguo péngyou.

B, f/tERERR.

Yes, he/she has some German friends.

Ta you Ribén péngyou ma?

ftb/at 8 B AR &S 2

Does he/she have any Japanese friends?

You, ta you Ribén péngyou.

B, fh/itE B AR,

Yes, he/she has some Japanese friends.

Ta you Jianada péngyou ma?
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ftt/ st B NME RS ?

Does he/she have any Canadian friends?

You, ta you Jianada pényou.
B, /M EMNERAR.

Yes, he/she has some Canadian friends.

Ta you Eguo péngyou ma?

fto/ st a8 S E A IS 2

Does he/she have any Russian friends?

Ydu, ta ysu Eguo péngyou.

B, /e HRERR.

Yes, he/she has some Russian friends.

Ta you Yinggud péngyou ma?

fto/ B RERAR 2

Does he/she have any English friends?

You, ta you Yinggud péngyou.

B, f/ERERK.

Yes, he/she has some English friends.
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Response drill

Give affirmatives answers using you.

1.

Ta you gége ma?

fth/ B S5 2

Does he/she have an older brother?

YOu, ta you gége.

B, fh/iaEat.

Yes, he/she has an older brother.

.....

ftb/ ot 5 2HRA0S ?

Does he/she have an older sister?

You, ta you ji¢jie.
B, fb/aEHE,

Yes, he/she has an older sister.

Ta you didi ma?

fth/ B R ?

Does he/she have a younger brother?

You, ta you didi.
B, f/tEHEs,

Yes, he/she has a younger brother.

Ta you me¢imei ma?
ftb/ ot 8 RIS 2

Does he/she have a younger sister?

You, ta you meéimei.
B, b/t BERk,

Yes, he/she has a younger sister.

Tamen you héizi ma?

fth/ B &%+ ?

Does he/she have children?
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You, tamen you haizi.
B, fth/aE%T o

Yes, he/she has children.

Tamen you nanhdizi ma?

ftb/ g BFI5 7

Does he/she have boys?

You, tamen you nanhaizi.

B, ft/tEEE%F-

Yes, he/she has boys.

Tamen ydu niihaizi ma?

fth/ B %15 2

Does he/she have girls?

Y6u, tamen ySu niihaizi.

B, /e EZF"?

Yes, he/she has girls.
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Response drill

Give negative answers using méiyou.

.....

1. Zhang xiansheng you ji¢jie ma?

SRS B EANS ?

Does Mr. Zhang have an older sister?

5o ,%%E SE=YIELIEN

No, Mr. Zhang doesn’t have an older sister.

2. Wiang xiansheng you niihdizi ma?

FREBUZFE?

Does Mr. Wang have a daughter?

Méiyou, Wéng xiansheng méiyou niihaizi.

/X ’ E%/__—E Eﬁ?%o

No, Mr. Wang doesn’t have a daughter.

3. Lin xiansheng you meéimei ma?

MITEBIRERPS ?

Does Mr. Lin have a younger sister?

Méiyou Lin xiansheng méiyou meimei.

BB, MAmERE KK,

No, Mr. Lin doesn’t have a younger sister.

4. Ta taitai you gé€ge ma?

AN B G ?

Does his wife have an older brother?

Méiyou Ta taitai méiyou gége.
w=E, tAXKEEEH.

No, his wife doesn’t have an older brother.

E$@ﬁ%%@?

Does Miss Huang have a younger brother?
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B, JIMERBER.

No, Miss Huang doesn’t have a younger brother.

Ma xiansheng, Ma taitai you haizi ma?
S&E, GAABEFE?

Do Mr. M3, Mrs. Ma have children?

Me¢éiyou, M4 xiansheng, Ma taitai méiyou haizi.

BB, BRE, BAXNKEZ T

No, Mr. Mi, Mrs. Ma don’t have children.

Yang taitai you nanhdizi ma?
MAKRBBZLFG?

Does Mrs. Yang have boys?

Me¢éiyou, Yang taitai méiyou nanhaizi.

BB, MAXKBBZT-

No, Mrs. Yang doesn’t have boys.
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Response drill

Give a negative or affirmative response to each question according to the cue.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ni you didi ma?

REHEME?

Do you have a younger brother?

You, wo you didi.
B, FBEFRB.

Yes, I have a younger brother.

Ni you didi ma?

(UESESEELE N

Do you have an older brother?

Meéiyou, wo méiyou didi.
B, TRBEBEHB.

No, I don’t have an older brother.

Ta you me¢imei ma?
fth/ 2o 78 RIS 2

Does he/she have a younger sister?

Meéiyou, ta méiyou meimei.

BB, f/MRBERIE,

No, he/she doesn’t have a younger sister.

v

you

yes

méiyou
L
X

no

méiyou
L
274

no
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4. Wang téngzhi you gége ma?
FTREEEEE?

Does Comrade Wang have an older brother?

Cue you
L
X

yes

You, Wang tongzhi you gége.
B, EREEE.

Yes, Comrade Wang has an older brother.

5. Tamen you héizi ma?

i 1E &%+ ?

Do you have children?

v

Cue you

yes

You, tamen you hdizi.
B, iE&%F-

Yes, we have children.

6. Gub tongzhi you Yingguo péngyou ma?

HEEB REREN ?

Does Comrade Gud have an English friend?

Cue méiyou
NP
X

no

Me¢éiyou, Gud tongzhi méiyou Yingguo péngyou.
=G, BERTREREMRK.

No, Comrade Gud doesn’t have an English friend.

7. Chén xiansheng you Faguo péngyou ma?

PRAER AERRN ?

Does Mr. Chén have a French friend?
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v

Cue you

yes

Yo6u, Chén xiansheng you Fagué péngyou.

B, REEREAERR,

Yes, Mr. Chén has a French friend.
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Transformation drill

Change each ma question to a ji question.

1.

Tamen you haizi ma?

1B &% ?

Do they have any children?

Tamen you jige haizi?

(eAESDARd 7 e

How many children do they have?

.....

FREREEN?

Does Mr. Wang have an older sister?

.....

EARERJLEME ?

How many older sisters does have Mr Wang?

Tamen you nanhaizi ma?

1B %Fm?

Do they have any boys?

Tamen you jige nanhaizi?

18I B&%F 7

How many boys do they have?

Nimen ydu niihaizi ma?

MIB TG ?

Do you have daughters?

Nimen y6u jige niihaizi?

MBI 2

How many daughters do you have?

F/NEB S G 7

Does Miss Fang have an older brother?
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T

A/ NEB T EE ?

How many older brothers does Miss Fang have?

Zhao taitai you didi ma?
BAXRBHBM ?

Does Mrs. Zhao have a younger brother?

Zhao taitai you jige didi?

BARELTES ?

How many younger brothers does Mrs. Zhao have?

Ta you Zhdongguo péngyou ma?

ftb/ st R EA RS 2

Does he/she have a Chinese friend?

Ta you jige Zhongguo péngyou?

fto/ g JL P ERR ?

How many Chinese friends does he/she have?
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Response drill

Respond to the questions according to the cue.

l. Zhang téngzhi you jige haizi?

KEEF LD ZF ?

How many children does Comrade Zhang have?
Cue 2

Zhang tongzhi you liangge haizi.

KEEBR DT

Comrade Zhang has 2 children.

2. Zhao tongzhi ySu jige niihaizi?

BEREBIL IR LT ?

How many daughters does Comrade Zhao have?
Cue 1

Zhao téngzhi ydu yige niihdizi.

BREEE =12 T

Comrade Zhao has 1 daughter.

3. Chén tongzhi you jige nanhaizi?

PREEB LB #%F ?

How many boys does Comrade Chén have?
Cue 3

Chén tongzhi you sange nanhaizi.

RSB =1"B%F-

Comrade Chén has 3 boys.

4. Jiang tongzhi you jige M¢&iguo péngyou.

RSB EERR ?

How many American friends does Comrade Jiang have?

Cue 5
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Jiang tongzhi you wige Méiguo péngyou.

IREB AT EERR.

Comrade Jiang has 5 American friends.

Fang tongzhi you jige méimei?

A REEE TLDRER ?

How many younger sisters does Comrade Fang have?

Fang tongzhi you yige meimei.

7I7_|_J/|_,\ _/Py*y*o

Comrade Fang has 1 younger sister.

Wang xiansheng you jige Zhongguo péngyou?

FREBIVDFERLR ?

How many Chinese friends does Mr. Wang have?

Wang xiansheng you liangge Zhdngguo péngyou.

FREBRTRERR,

Mr. Wang has 2 Chinese friends.

Ta you jige gége?

fto/ e JL e 7

How many older brothers does he/she have?

Ta yOu sange gege.

ftt/atsE =155

He/she has 3 older brothers.
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Expansion drill

Add the cues to the questions.
1. Ta you jige nanhaizi?
/B L BT ?

How many sons does he/she have?

Cue nuhaizi

%S

daughter

Ta y&u jige nénhaizi, jige nlihaizi?
/s N BEZF, I F?

How many sons and how many daughters does he/she have?

2. Huang xiansheng you jige Mé&iguo péngyou?

BARERIITEEMRLR ?

How many American friends does Mr. Huang have?

Cue Faguo péngyou

EERR

French friend

Huang xiansheng you jige Mé&iguo péngyou, jige Faguo péngyou?

BRERIVNEEBRR, JVINEAERR?

How many American friends and how many French friends does Mr. Huang have?

3. Li taitai you jige gege?
TARRBINEHF?

How many older brothers does Mrs. Li have?

Cue didi

ESES

younger brother

Li taitai you jige gége, jige didi?
FARKRBILVDEE, JLDHB?

How many older brothers and how many younger brothers does Mrs. Li have?
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.....

VBRI ESE 2

How many older sisters does Miss Sitin have?

Cue meimel

IRER

younger sister

VINBE LR, JLERER ?

How many older sisters and how many younger sisters does Miss Siin have?

5. Tamen you jige Yingguo péngyou?

1B N RERK ?

How many English friends do they have?

Cue Déguo péngyou

EERR

German friend

Tamen you jige Yingguo péngyou, jige Déguo péngyou?

BV RERR, JINMEERR ?

How many English and German friends do they have?

6. Song xiansheng you jige nanhaizi?

REEBIVIN BT ?

How many sons does Mr. Song have?

Cue nuhaizi

L%

daughter

Song xiansheng you jige nanhaizi, jige niihaizi?

REEBIVN BT, WM REF?

How many sons and how many daughters does Mr. Song have?

7. Ta you jige gége?

fto/ s LS5 7

How many older brothers does he/she have?
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.....

Cue jigjie

ISR

older sister

o/ B L e, JUNEE ?

How many older brothers and how many older sisters does he/she have?
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Response drill

Use 1) jiu + the number and 2) méiyou to answer each question.

1. Taydu jige nanhdizi, jige niihaizi?

/e LN B&RF, LN F?

How many sons and how many daughters does he/she have?
Cue 2

Ta jiu ySu lingge nanhdizi, méiyou niihaizi.

/A BEM N BZF, RELZFo

FHRERILDEE, JUEE?

How many older brothers and how many older sisters does Mr. Li have?

Cue 1

fimt B — e, RBEE

SK/NEE L NBEME, JUDIREE ?

How many older sisters and how many younger sisters does Miss Zhang have?

Cue 2

.....

WL B NEE, RBIRIK.

4. Zhou taitai you jige gége, jige didi?
BRAXEBIVEE, JITEHE 7

How many older brothers and how many younger brothers does Mrs. Zhou have?

Cue 1
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Ta jiu you yige gége, méiyou didi.

e — e, RBEHH.

5. Hu xiansheng you jige didi, jige me¢imei?

BAAERER/LIER, LR ?

How many younger brothers and how many younger sisters does Mr. Hu have?
Cue 2

Ta jiu you lidangge didi, méiyou meimei.

BRI, KRBk,

6. Ta you jige Faguo péngyou, jige Déguo péngyou?

/B LV VEAERR, JINERERR ?

How many French friends and how many German friends does he/she have?
Cue 2

Ta jiu you liangge Faguo péngyou, méiyou Déguo péngyou.

/B W NEERR, RERERR,

7. Tamen you jige nanhaizi, jige niihaizi?

BV B&F, LN &ZF?

How many sons and how many daughters do they have?
Cue 1

Tamen jit ySu yige ndnhéizi, méiyou niihdizi.

I BE—1TB &%, BRBEXZ T
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Response drill

Respond according to the cue.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta you jige nénhdizi, jige nilihdizi?
/s N BT, I F?

How many sons and how many daughters does he/she have?
2,3

Ta you liangge nanhaizi, sange niihaizi.
/e N BT, = DU TFo

He/she has 2 sons and 3 daughters.

Zhou tongzhi you jige gege, jige didi?
BREBILEE, JLNHS 7

How many older brothers and how many younger brothers does Comrade Zhou have ?
1,2

Zhou tongzhi you yige gege, liangge didi.
BREE =15, M EHH.

Comrade Zhou has one older brother and two younger brothers.

..... o

Zhang tongzhi you jige jicjie, jige meéimei?

KEEE LB, TR ?

How many older sisters and how many younger sisters does Comrade Zhang have.

3,1

.....

KEEE=TEE, — kKo

Comrade Zhang has 3 older sisters and one younger sister.

Tamen you jige Zhongguo péngyou, jige Ribén péngyou?

1B/ ERR, JLTNERBRR?

How many Chinese friends and how many Japanese friends do they have?

5,1
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Tamen you wuge Zhongguo péngyou, yige Ribén péngyou.

B T PERR, —TEABR.

They have 5 Chinese friends and one Japanese friend.

5. Chén tongzhi you jige Yingguo péngyou, jige Déguo péngyou?

FREEB IV RERR, JINMEEARR ?

How many English friends and how many German friends does Comrade Chén have?
Cue 3,2

Chén toéngzhi you sange Yingguo péngyou, liangge Déguo péngyou.

FRESB =1 RERR, mMMREARR.

Comrade Chén has 3 English friends and 3 German friends.

6. Liu tongzhi you jige nanhaizi, jige niithaizi?

XEEB DB HTF, LN EZF?

How many sons and how many daughters does comrade Liti have?
Cue 2,2

Lit téngzhi you liingge nanhaizi, liingge niihaizi.
NEEERPBETF, WD Fo

Comrade Liu has 2 sons and 2 daughters.

TMWERA@@,HAT77

How many older sisters and how many older brothers does he/she have?

Cue 1,3

.....

'ﬂﬂ/ﬁ@ﬁ_/l\ﬁﬁyﬁ ) —4\%%0

He/she has one older sister and 3 older brothers.
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Response drill

The speaker will ask you 2 questions for each exchange. Use the number cue
to answer the first question. Answer the second question with Dou and the first
alternative.

1. Qingwéen, tamen you jige haizi?

B, s/ Ih&s?

May I ask, how many children do you have?

Cue 2

Tamen you lidngge haizi.
(UANESTEE 2

They have 2 children.

2. Shi nanhaizi, shi nithaizi?
BT, BRUKT?
Are they boys or girls?
Cue Dou

&

all

Dou shi nanhaizi.
#HEE =T

Both of them are boys.

3. Qingwen, ta you jige xiongdi?

B8], M/aE L s ?

May I ask, how many brothers does he/she have?

Cue 3

Ta you sange xiongdi.

fth/ B =15,
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Cue

Cue

Cue

He/she has 3 brothers.

Shi gége, shi didi?
TetEt, BHEE 7

Are they older or younger brothers?

Dou
B

all

Do6u shi gége.

B2 B 5o

All of them are older brothers.

Qingwen, ta you jige jiémei?
EIl, MB/4hE LRk 7

May I ask, how many sisters does he/she have?

2
2
Ta you lidngge jiémei.
fth/ 2 PR R R
He/she has 2 sisters.
Shi jigjie, shi meimei?
ER%H, EWRIK 7
Are they older or younger sisters?
Dou
&b
all

B2 MHE

Both of them are older sisters.

Qingwen, ta you jige Zhongguo péngyou?

B8], fth/aeB LR ERR 7
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Cue

Cue

Cue

10.

Cue

May I ask, how many Chinese friends does he/she have?

4
4
Ta you sige Zhongguo péngyou.
ftt/ A H R E AR
He/she has 4 Chinese friends.
Shi nanpéngyou, shi niipéngyou?
TR, BEAK?
Are they male or female friends?
Dou
LK
all

Dou shi nanpéngyou.

#EB R

All of them are female friends.

Qingwen, ta you jige Méiguo péngyou?

B, fth/aB LV EERR ?

May I ask, how many American friends does he/she have?

2
2
Ta you liangge M¢éiguo péngyou.
fth/ B P EE AR R
He/she has 2 American friends.
Shi nanpéngyou, shi niipéngyou?
EBMRR, BHAKR?
Are they male or female friends?
Dou

&l
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all

D6u shi nanpéngyou.

2B

Both of them are male friends.

11.  Qingwen, ta you jige haizi?

B, /eIl F?

May I ask, how many children does he/she have?

Cue 3

Ta you sange haizi.
/4B =N Fo

He/she has 3 children.

12.  Shi nanhaizi, shi niih4izi?

BB F, BYZHT?

Are they boys or girls?

Cue Dou
&b
all

Dou shi nanhaizi.
#HEBZFo
All of them are boys.
13.  Qingwen, tamen you jige haizi?
B, MIIE/LTN&F?
May I ask, how many children do they have?

Cue 5

5
5

5

Tamen you wiige haizi.
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14.

Cue

(A EESE a2

Shi nanhaizi, shi niihaizi?
BT, BRETF?

Are they boys or girls?

Dou
#B

all

Dou shi nanhaizi.
#H BB =T

All of them are boys.
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Substitution drill

Substitute the cue.

1. Qingwen, nimen jiali you shénme rén?

BH), MIREEAAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in your family?

Cue tamen

ftof[’]

they

Qingwen, tamen jiali you shénme rén?

Bh), MIIREGHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in their family?

2. Qingwen, tamen jiali you shénme rén?

B, MIRESFHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in their family?

Cue Fang xiansheng

HE

Mr. Fang

Qingwen, Fang xiansheng you shénme rén?

B, AREBRHLAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in Mr. Fang’s family?

3. Qingwen, Fang xiansheng jiali you shénme rén?

B, AREREBRHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in Mr. Fang’s family?

oy 00

Cue Zhang xidojié

5K/ \aH

Mrs. Zhang

Qingwen, Zhang xidoji€ jiali you shénme rén?
BiRL, KIEREEH AN

May I ask, what people are (there) in Miss Zhang’s family?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Qingwen, Zhang xidojié jiali you shénme rén?
B, KIEREBHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in Miss Zhang’s family?

Li Mingli
ZBHIE
Li Mingli

Qingwen, Li Mingli jiali you shénme rén?
BiR, FEHEREBALAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in Li Mingli’s family?

Qingwen, Li Mingli jiali you shénme rén?
i5iA, FEHERESALAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in Li Mingli’s family?

ni gége
(==

your younger brother

Qingwen, ni g€ge jiali you shénme rén?
B, REFREBHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in your older brother’s family?

Qingwen, ni gége jiali you shénme rén?
iR, IREFFREGHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in your older brother’s family?

ni péngyou

TRAAR

your friend

Qingwen ni péngyou jiali you shénme rén?

Bh), IMBERREEHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in your friend’s family?

Qingwen, ni péngyou jiali you shénme rén?

B, IRIBRREBFHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in your friend’s family?
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Cue ni baba
AN AN
res

your father

Qingwen, ni baba jiali you shénme rén?
Bh), IMBBREFHAAN?

May I ask, what people are (there) in your father’s family?
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Expansion drill

Add the cue and gen to each sentence.
1. Ta you yige haizi.

ftb/ 9B —" % F

He/she has one child.

Cue taitai

AR

wife

You ta taitai gén yige haizi.
Bt/ K KER— N Fo

There are his wife and one child.

2. Hu xiansheng you yige méimei.

BASEER — Tk K.

Mr. Hu has one younger sister.

Cue muqin

S5

mother

You ta muqin gén yige méimei.
B B SRR — KRR,

There are his mother and one younger sister.

3. Li xidoji¢ you liangge didi.
2/ NMEBM .

Miss Li has 2 younger brothers.

.....

Cue jigjie

9A%H

older sister

BIbEEERR TR,

There are her older sister and two younger brothers.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Lia xidnsheng you yige niihaizi.

XFeER — PR F o

Mr. Lia has one daughter.

mugin
(SES
mother
You ta miiqin gén yige niihdizi.
BItEEE— KT
There are his mother and one daughter.
Lin taitai you sange nanhaizi.
MAXE=1"F&ETo
Mrs. Lin has 2 boys.
xiansheng
yamas
Mister
You ta xiansheng gén sange nanhaizi.
BMEER="5%F-
There are her husband and 3 boys.
Ta you yige jigjie.
fth/ 4B — 1B,
He has one older sister.
fugin
RS
father

.....

At /a A SR —1EE,

There are his/her older sister and his/her father.

Wang xiansheng you sige haizi.

FREBENZ T

Mr. Wang has 4 children.
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Cue taitai

AR

wife

You ta taitai gén sige haizi.
BB N F o

There are his wife and 4 children.
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Response drill

Answer to the question according to the cue.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Tamen haizi dou zai zhéli ma?
M BT EBEXEN ?

Are all of their children here?

M¢iguo
=Sk

America

Bu, yige zheli, yige hai zai M¢&iguo.
Z: ) _QEQE ) _/l\EEjECO

No, one is here, and one is still in America.

fth/ oS 5F, FHIBEEXEN ?

Are his/her older brother and older sister both here?

Jiazhou
A0

California

Bu, yige zai zhéli, yige hai zai Jiazhou.
K ’ _/PEEE ’ _/PEEHD/)\N o

No, one is here, and one is still in California.

Ta méiguod péngyou dou zai zheli ma?
ftb/ i EE R R B EX NS ?

Are his/her American friends all here?

Taizhong
8

T*ai-chung

Bu, yige zai zheli, yige hai zai Taizhong.
K; _/PEEE ) _/PEESEPO

No, one is here, and one is still in T*ai-chung.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta didi , m¢imei dou zai Zhongguo ma?

/AR5, RREREREDS ?

Are his/her younger brother and younger sister both here?

Dézhou
=N

Texas

Bu, yige zai Zhongguo, yige hai zai Dézhou.
Z: ’ _/|\E EFI ’ _¢EE?%J\|\| o

No, one is in China, one is still in Texas.

Wang xiansheng de hdizi dou zai Dézhou ma?

EAREM L FERERMIG ?

Are Mr. Wang’s children all here?

Jiazhou
A0

California

Bu, yige zai Dézhou, yige hai zai Jiazhou.
K ’ _/|\E'T%/)\|\| ’ _/l\iZjEHD/)\NO

No, one is in Texas, and one is still in California.

Neéi lidngwei xiansheng dou zai Shanghai ma?
AL E BB £l 2

Are both those gentlemen in Shanghai?

Qingddo

58

Qingdédo

Bu, yige zai Shanghai, yige hai zai Qingdao.
Z: ) _/|\T£J:\;/ﬂ§a _QEE% Ul%o

No, one is in Shanghdi, one is in Qingdao.

Tamen haizi dou zai Xianggang ma?
ol I FEEE A ?

Are their children all in Hong Kong?
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Cue M¢igud

=SE

America

Bu, yige zai Xiangang, yige hai zai Méiguo.
K ) _QE;E}%;% ) _QEE%O

No, one is in Hong Kong, one is still in America.
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Unit 4

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Arrival and departure times.
. The marker le

. The shi ... de construction.

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The 4D-1 tape.
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in Béijing

1.

A:

References

Reference List

Ni airen 141 ma?

TRE ARG ?

Is your wife coming?

Ta lai.

BT

She is coming.

Ni airen 1ai le ma?
REARTE?
Has your wife come?
Lai le, ta 1ai le.

KT, WET
Yes, she has come.

Ni airen y¢ 1ai le ma?
RENBR TG ?
Has your wife come too?
Ta hai méi 1ai.

bR = Ko

She hasn’t come yet.

Ta shénme shihou 14i?

i ABESE ?
When is she coming?

Ta mingtian lai.
BBAR Ko

She is coming tomorrow.

Ni péngyou shénme shihou dao?

RARR A B &SR] ?
When is your friend arriving?

Ta yijing dao le.

HmELR 7T,
He has already arrived.

Ta shi shénme shihou daode?

it 2 BHMERI8Y ?

When did she arrive?
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Ta shi zuotian daode.
it RRER AT,
She arrived Yesterday.

Ni shi yige rén laide ma?

RE2— ARG ?
Did you come alone?

Bu shi, wo bt shi yige rén laide.
Z:IEE ) ?\/ZZ:IEE_/l\/\%E/\]O
No, I didn’t come alone.

Ni shénme shihou zou?

(R LBHRE 2
When are you leaving?
W0 jintian zou.
HTRE-

I’m leaving today.

Ni néitian zou?
TRIBRE ?

What day are you leaving?
W0 jmtian zou.
HSREo

I’m leaving today.
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dao

érzi

érzi

houtian (houtian)
jintian (jintian)
lai

le

mingtian (mingtian)
néitian

niiér

qiantian (qiantian)
shénme shihou
shi de

-tian

tiantian

yige rén

yijing (yijing)
z0u

zudtian

jiéhtin

méi jichtin

késhi

xiang

Vocabulary

]
JLF
—F
a=x
SN
S

g
BZPS
LIPS
7)1
EIEN
(R/NENK (S
=i
x
PPN
— A
[
E
FER
2505
RS
AliE

VAATY

to arrive

son

son

the day after tomorrow
today

to come

combined le: new-situation and completion marker
tomorrow

what day

daughter

the day before Yesterday
when

emphatic agreement

day

every day

singly, alone

already

to leave

Yesterday

to get married, to be married
not to be married

but

to think, to think that
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne1

1. A: Ni airen lai ma? W = A;E Is your wife coming?
hg 2
B: Talai ?ﬂl v She is coming.

These sentences refer to future time, but lai is not a future-tense form. Strictly speaking, Chinese verbs
do not have tenses. The same form of the verb can be used in present, past, and future contexts.

We translated the sentence Ta zai Taindn gdongzuo. as “He works in Tainan” assuming a present context.
But in a past context we could translate It as “He worked in Tainan; and in a future context we could
translate it as “He will work in Tainan.” The verb form gdngzuo does not tell you what time is being
talked about. You have to look elsewhere for that information, perhaps to a time expression like “last
year” or “now” or “tomorrow,” or to the conversational setting.
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Notes on Ne2

2. A: Ni airen lai le ma? Tﬂ“\ = A;E 7 Has your wife come?
h5 2
B: Laile, talaile. ;ET , &J@ ;E Yes, she has come.

7o

Aspect: Le is an aspect marker. Through the use of and other one-syllable markers (de, zhe, ne, guo),
the Chinese language indicates whether the occurrence being talked about is completed, ongoing,
about to occur, or experienced for the first time. Aspect markers may also be used to indicate whether
the whole situation in the sentence is a new, changed situation.

“Completion” and “new situation” are not tenses but aspects. Aspect is a way of talking about events
or activities in relation to time. While tenses categorize action in terms of features such as completeness
and change. Aspect markers are very different from tense markers because the same aspect may be
used in past, present, and future contexts. We may speak of an action that will be completed as of a
future time, for example, or of a situation that was new as of a past time. English communicates these
ideas to a certain extent through the use of many different tenses for the verb (future perfect, simple
past, etc,). Chinese does this through the use of aspect markers and time words. The verbs themselves
do not change form.

Le is used in exchange 2 to indicate two aspects—completion and new situation, (it is, however, often
used to indicate only one aspect.)

Here, it indicates that the person has come, meaning that the action is completed, and that the person
is now here, a changed situation. When the marker le refers to both these aspects, we call it “combined
le.” Combined le can be thought of as a telescoping of the completion le followed by a new-situation
le: le Ie becomes le. In the next two units, you will see the marker le used to indicate each of these
aspects separately.
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Notes on Ne3

3. A: Ni airen y¢ 1ai le ma? 'T;]_'\ = /\@;E Has your wife come too?
57
B: Ta hai méi lai. QJ@E\&J 3z She hasn’t come yet.

Negative of combined le: Compare these affirmative and negative forms:

lai
affirmative is coming.

bu lai

negative isn’t coming.

lai le
affirmative has come (now).

hai méi(you) lai

negative R ;\Q ;E hasn’t come (yet).
(B)

Notice that the marker le does not appear in the negative answer in the exchange.

Hai: The negative of a sentence containing combined le will include the adverb hai, “yet,” as well as
the negative méi(you). In English, the “yet” is frequently left out.

Like other adverbs such as y¢, hai always precedes the verb, although not always directly. Elements
such as the negatives bu and méi may come between an adverb and a verb.

Me¢éiyou, “not have” is used to negate the aspect of completion; that is, to say that a certain event did not
take place. Méiyou may be shortened to méi. Here are three possible negative answers to the question.
Ta lai le ma? “Has he come?”

Ta hai méiyou lai.
He hasn’t come yet.
> :J_L' AN 7
'TH_:’, JZ_:_ X ;Eo
Ta hai méi lai.
He hasn’t come yet.
> \\}_l-l AN 72
T@ ﬁ X ;Eo
hai méiyou.
N S Not yet.
i B
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Notes on N2e4-5

4. A: Ta shénme shihou lai? wﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬁ Ej’ﬂ%
%7
B: Ta mingtian lai. QJ@ A% 3z,

5. A: Ni péngyou shénme shihou 'fmﬂﬂ EH‘/L\
dao?
- AHRE] 2
B: Tayijing dao le. ,Hij [ 3|

7o

When is she coming?

She is coming tomorrow.

When is your friend arriving?

He has already arrived.

Position of time words: Time phrases occupy the same position in a sentence as adverbs such as y¢

and hai between the subject and the verb.
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Notes on N26-7

6. A: Ta shi shénme shihou daode? QJ@%H‘Z Ej- When did she arrive?

1&=2IRY 7

B: Ta shi zudtian daode. ﬁﬂj%ﬁ"ﬁ =3 She arrived Yesterday.

Yo

7. A: Ni shi yige rén laide ma? 'fm%_/l\ A Did you come alone?
SREVIG ?
B: Bu shi, wo bu shi yige rén laide. =, %\22{ No, I didn’t come alone.
B—PAK
B0

(shi)...de: > This is another way to indicate the aspect of completion. The aspect marker le and the
pattern (shi...de) perform different functions and convey different meanings. This is how they are
different:

The aspect marker le or its negative méi (you) is used when the center of interest is whether or not an
action took place. For example, if you do not know whether Mr. Sun came or not, you would ask:

Ta laile méiyou?
kT RE?

and you would be answered either

Did he come?

Ta laile.

fthk 7o

He came.

or

Ta méi ldi.
R,

In this question and answer, you use le or its negative méi(you) because the focus is on whether the
action took place or not.

He didn’t come.

The purpose of the (shi)...de construction, on the other hand, is to focus on additional information
about a completed action; that is, the construction is used when the center of interest is NOT whether
or not a certain action took place.

For example, once it has been established that Mr. Sun did in fact come, the (shi)...de construction will
probably be used for any additional questions and answers about his coming. For example:

Ta shi shénme shihou laide?

B T 2 B {ERAY 2

When did he come?

30On occasion, a speaker may omit the shi (which is why it is written in parentheses in these notes).
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Ta shi zuoétian laide.
fth B HFR KB,
Ta shi yige rén laide ma?
fthR—" ARG ?
Ta shi yige rén laide.

R —"AKRY,

These questions and answers use the (shi)...de construction because you already know that Mr. Sun
came and now you are asking for additional information about his visit. Many types of additional
information can be focus points for which the (shi)...de construction is used.

He came yesterday.

Did he come alone?

He came alone.

In Ta shi shénme shihou laide? the additional information is the time when something happens.
In Ta shi yige rén laide ma? the information asked for is the manner in which something takes place.
Other possible focus points are place, cause of action, goal of action, and performer of action.

Now let’s take a look at how shi and de function separately in this construction. The verb shi, coming
before the phrase which is the center of interest, serves as a signal that what follows is emphasized.
The verb “to “be” is often used in a similar way in English to mark the center of interest:

Ta shi zuotian laide ma?
EIERRRNG ?

Another way of showing the center of interest in English is by word stress. Here is a comparison
between focusing in Chinese with (shi)...de and focusing in English with stress:

Was it yesterday that he came?

Ta lai le ma?

ik 75?2

Lai le.

Has he come?

Yes, he has.
KT
Ta shi zudtian laide ma?
Did he come YESTERDAY?
MRS ?
Shi, ta shi zud6tian laide.
Yes, YESTERDAY.

=, fEEREN.

The marker de coming after the verb indicates completion. When the marker de is not used in the
sentence, that sentence no longer describes a completed event. The marker shi by itself emphasizes
something about the action.

Compare these sentences:

Ta shi jintian lai.

,ﬂij = A <7
=7 o

Ta shi jintian laide.

fth2 5 XK,

For the time being, you will not use shi without de.

She is coming (later) today.

She came (earlier) today.
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The negative form of the (shi)...de construction is bu shi...de. Compare this with the negatives you

have already learned:

Ta shi |zudtian lai  |-de
It was YESTERDAY that he came.
fto E |FEX F|HY
Ta |bu zuotian lai  |-de
It wasn’t YESTERDAY that he came.
| FER E A%
Ta lai  |le.
He has come.
ftt K | To
Ta hai méi |lai.
N N He hasn’t come.
o s w1
Ta mingtian 1ai.
He is coming tomorrow.
ftt EPS Fo
Ta mingtian bu |lai.
He isn’t coming tomorrow.
ftt BRX | K

Notice that in a (shi)...de construction the negative bu precedes the verb shi rather than the main verb.
Short answers are also formed with shi rather than with the main verb:

Ni shi yige rén laide ma?

RE—TARNG ?

Did you come alone?

Shi, wo shi yige rén laide.

=, FE— P AK,

Yes, I came alone.

Bushi, wo bu shi yige rén laide.

A2, HAR—DAKB,

No, I didn’t come alone.

The (shi)...de construction is not used in every completed-action sentence containing a time, place, or
manner phrase. If the center of interest is still whether or not the action took place, le is used. If, for
example, you knew that someone was expected to come yesterday and you wanted to find out only
whether he actually did come, the conversation might go as follows:

Ta zudtian méi 141 ma?

A: R Didn’t he COME yesterday?
RERZRS ?
Ta zudtian lai le.

B:

ISR FER T o

He DID COME yesterday.

Literally, yige rén means “one person.” When the expression is used to describe how someone does

something, translate it as “alone”
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Notes on N28-9

8. A: Ni shénme shihou zoéu? 'T;]—'\'H‘QA Ej’ﬂ% When are you leaving?
E?
B: W0 jintian zou. > /7—\95 ﬁo I’m leaving today.
9. A: Ninéitian zou? 'T;F ﬂﬁﬁ;{% ? What day are you leaving?
W0 jintian zou. 5 /%\ x ﬁ R I’m leaving today.

The word for “day” is the bound word -tian. To ask “what day” (literally “which day”), the bound word
néi- “which,” is combined with the bound word -tian, “day”: néitian (like n¢igud, “which country”).

néitian?
e what day?/which day?
giantian
N o day before yesterday
Al
zudtian
. "E x yesterday
jintian
today
AN
Z X
mingtian
e tomorrow
houtian
):95 day after tomorrow
=

Some speakers say the -tian in these words in the Neutral tone: qidntian, zuotian, jintian, mingtian,
houtian.
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Drills

Transformation drill

Transform the question according to the model.

1.

Ni airen 1ai ma?
RE ARG ?

Is your spouse coming?

Ni airen lai le ma?

TREANRTIG?

Has your spouse come?

Ni fumt z6u ma?
IRACEHREDS ?

Are your parents coming?

Ni fumu z6u le ma?

TRCBIE TS ?

Have your parents come?

Ni péngyou z6u ma?

TRARRREPS ?

Is your friend coming?

Ni péngydu zou le ma?

TRARRE 705 2

Has your friend come?

Ni gége zOu ma?

IREFEEERS ?

Is your older brother coming?

Ni gége zou le ma?

IREFEE 705 7

Has your older brother come?
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TRIERERMS 2

Is your older sister coming?

.....

TREBEER TS 2

Has your older sister come?

Ni méimei 1ai ma?
{RIRIRFRNS ?

Is your younger sister coming?

Ni méimei 1ai le ma?
{IRERIRR 705 ?

Has your younger sister come?

Ni didi z6u ma?

IREBHEN ?

Is your younger brother coming?

Ni didi zou le ma?

IREBEE TR ?

Has your younger brother come?
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Transformation drill

Transform the question according to the model.

1.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Has he/she come?

Ta yijing 14i le ma?

fth/ e gk T ?

Has he/she already come?

Mao tongzhi dao le ma?

EREETH?

Has Comrade M4o arrived?

Mao tongzhi yijing dao le ma?

EEEELE T

Has comrade Mao already arrived?

Li tongzhi zou le ma?

ZFREETE?

Has Comrade Li left?

Li tongzhi yijing zou le ma?

FREEEZETIE?

Has comrade Li already left?

Ma téngzhi zou le ma?

SREETE?

Has Comrade Ma left?

Ma tongzhi yijing zou le ma?

SREEEETIE?

Has comrade Ma already left?

Zhang tongzhi 1ai le ma?

KEEFR TS ?

Has Comrade Zhang come?
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Zhang tongzhi yijing lai le ma?

KESZBEER TS ?

Has comrade Zhang already come?

Huang tongzhi dao le ma?

EEEE TS ?

Has Comrade Huang arrived?

Huéng tongzhi yijing dao le ma?

HEKEZE T

Has comrade Huang already arrived?

Stin tongzhi zou le ma?

FNBIRAE 705 2

Has Comrade Stin left?

Stin tongzhi yijing zou le ma?

NRIEBEEZEETIS?

Has comrade Stin already left?
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Response drill

Answer to the question according to the model.

1.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Has he/she come?

Ta hai méi l4i.
/i3 % 2o

He/she hasn’t come yet.

Wémg tongzhi zou le ma?

/L;\t? UE_,’ 7

Has Comrade Wang left?

Ta hai méi zou.
/a8 5 3R

He/she hasn’t left yet.

Li tongzhi dao le ma?

%H/p\gu T UE_II ?

Has Comrade Li arrive yet?

Ta hai méi dao.
i/ athIA 5 2R

He/she hasn’t arrive yet.

Hé tongzhi lai le ma?

IS IEER

Has Comrade Hé come?

Ta héi méi ldi.
1t/ i35 2K

He/she hasn’t come yet.

Zhao tongzhi 1ai le ma?

REERTG? ?

Has Comrade Zhao come?
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Ta héi méi ldi.
/i3 5% 2o

He/she hasn’t come yet.

Lit tongzhi zou le ma?

NEEE TS ?

Has Comrade Liu left?

Ta héi méi zou.
/ot 5 Ko

He/she hasn’t left yet.

Stin tongzhi 1ai le ma?

RIS TG ?

Has Comrade Stin come?

Ta héi méi 14,
fth/ B = Ko

He/she hasn’t come yet.
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Response drill

Answer to the question according to the model.

1.

Ta zou le ma?

ftb/othE 705 2

Has he/she left?

Zo6u le, ta yijing zou le.

ET, M/MEEE T

Yes, he/she has already left.

Ta airen ne?

ftb/ otz AT 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢€ yijing zou le.

fth/ i EALBEEZET o

His/her spouse has already left too.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Has he/she come?

Lai le, ta yijing lai le.
KT, At/

Yes, he/she has already come.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢€ yijing lai le.
/= ANBBELRKT o

His/her spouse has already come too.

Ta dao le ma?

ftb/ b2 705 ?

Has he/she arrived?
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10.

Dao le, ta yijing dao le.

27T, /AR T

Yes, he/she has already arrived.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢€ yijing dao le.

fth/ i E ALEZRT .

His/her spouse has already arrived too.

Li téngzhi zou le ma?

FREREE T EN ?

Has Comrade Li left?

Zo6u le, ta yijing zou le.

ET, HMEEET,

Yes, he has already left.

Ta gége ne?

ftb/ath S SF0e 2

And his older brother?

Ta gege y¢ yijing zou le.

fth/ M FLELE T

His older brother has already left too.

Wang tongzhi 14i le ma?

FRERTIG?

Has Comrade Wang come?

Lai le, ta yijing lai le.
KT, HMEERT.

Yes, he has already come.

Ta airen ne?

fthE AR ?

And his spouse?
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I1.

12.

13.

14.

Ta airen y¢€ yijing lai le.
thEALBEZRKT .

His spouse has already come too.

Zhao xiansheng dao le ma?

RXAER TG

Has Mr. Zhao arrived?

Dao le, ta yijing dao le.

27T, MEZAIT,

Yes, he has already arrived.

Ta didi ne?

fthZ5 250 2

And his younger brother.

Ta didi yé¢ yijing dao le.
B EZE T,

His younger brother has already arrived too.

Zhang téngzhi zou le ma?

KEEE TS ?

Has Comrade Zhang left?

Zodu le, ta yijing zou le.

ET, MELET.

Yes, he has already left.

Chén tongzhi ne?

BREIRIE 2

And Comrade Chén?

Chén tongzhi y¢ yijing zou le.

REBEZE T

Comrade Chén has already left too.
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Response drill

Answer to the question according to the model.

1.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Has he/she come?

Ta hai méi lai,
fth/ ot 1% Ko

He/she hasn’t come yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftb/ otz AT 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢ hai méi lai.
fth/ b= A3 75 Ho

His/her spouse hasn’t come yet either.

Ta zou le ma?

ftb/othE 705 2

Has he/she left?

Ta hai méi zou.
/R RE

He/she hasn’t left yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢ hai méi zou.
fth/ 4t & AL TE

His/her spouse hasn’t left yet either.

Ta dao le ma?

ftb/ b2 705 ?

Has he/she arrived?
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10.

Ta hai méi dao.
o/ ats & =,

He/she hasn’t arrived yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢ hai méi dao.
fth/ it & AR E,

His/her spouse hasn’t arrived yet either.

Fang nlishi 14i le ma?

HEERTIG?

Has Ms. Fang come?

Fang niishi hai méi lai.
&K,

Ms. Fang hasn’t come yet.

Ta didi ne?

iR 7

And her younger brother?

Ta didi y& hai méi lai.
it 25 B IR Ko

Her younger brother hasn’t come yet either.

Li xiansheng dao le ma?

THRERTIE?

Has Mr. Li arrived?

Li xiansheng hai méi dao.
SRIL

I EIRER,

Mr. Li hasn’t arrived yet.

Ta fumu ne?

AR 2

And his parents?

162



Module 2: Biographic Information

I1.

12.

13.

14.

Ta famu yé hai méi dao.
b A BHE IR E o

His parents haven’t come yet either.

Chén toéngzhi zou le ma?

PRIEESE 705 2

Has comrade Chén left?

Chén tongzhi hai méi zou.

PREIBRIRZE.
Comrade Chén hasn’t left yet?

Jiang tongzhi ne?

LR ?

And comrade Jiang?

Jiang tongzhi y¢€ hai méi zou.
JT = SRIL
/I |E_| /:51"31{ /X Ao

Comrade Jiang hasn’t left yet either.

Ta muqin dao le ma?

ftb/ b2 705 2

Has his/her mother arrived?

Ta muqin hai méi dao.
(RS S ST £

His/her mother hasn’t arrived yet.

.....

ftb/atuaEE e ?

And his/her older sister?

.....

ftb /Ao gH A B H

His/her older sister hasn’t arrived yet either.
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Response drill

Give an affirmative response to the first question in each exchange, and include
hai and méi. in your response to the second question.

1. Ta zou le ma?

ftb/othE 705 2

Has he/she left?

Ta yijing zou le.

/B EZE T o

He/she has already left.

2. Ta airen ne?

ftb/ ot AIe 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen hai méi zou.
/= B E

His/her spouse hasn’t left yet.

3. Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Has he/she come?

Ta yijing lai le.
/B EEK T,

He/she has already come.

4. Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= AU 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen hai méi 1ai.
/= Nk &Ko

His/her spouse hasn’t come yet.

5. Ta dao le ma?

ftb/ae R 705 ?

Has he/she arrived?
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10.

Ta yijing dao le.

fth/ B3 7

He/she has already arrived.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen hai méi dao.
o/ aE R &R,

His/her spouse hasn’t arrived yet.

Wang xiansheng zou le ma?

EREETIS?

Has Mr. Wang left?

Wang xiansheng yijing zou le.

FREBEET

Mr. Wang has already left.

Ta mugqin ne?

(UrSS

And his mother?

Ta muqin hai méi zou.
ﬂij! ﬂjfl__/ﬂio

His mother hasn’t left yet.

Qian tongzhi lai le ma?

BEER TG

Has Comrade Qian come?

Qian tongzhi yijing 1ai le.
HREEEXT 7o

Comrade Qian has already come.

Jiang tongzhi ne?

T LEIEDE 2

And Comrade Jiang?
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Jiang tongzhi hai méi lai.
\J_l-l AN /7
i H SR

Comrade Jiang hasn’t come yet.

Mo niishi dao le ma?

ELLTETH?

Has Mrs. Mao arrived?

Méo niishi yijing dao le.

ELTBRRT,

Mrs. Méo has already arrived.

Ta méimei ne?
IR IRE 7

And her younger sister?

Ta méimei hai méi dao.
MERERIS &R,

Her younger sister hasn’t arrived yet.

Z@ng furen zou le ma?

BRAETE?

Has Mrs. Zéng left?

Z@ng furen yijing zou le.

BEIABLEE T,

Mrs. Zéng has already left.

Ta mugqin ne?

fE3EIR 2

And his mother?

Ta muqin hai méi zou.
(IUSE STy P

His mother hasn’t left yet.

166



Module 2: Biographic Information

Response drill

Respond to the question according to the model.

1.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Has he/she come?

Ta hai méi lai,
fth/ ot 1% Ko

He/she hasn’t come yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftb/ otz AT 2

And is/her spouse?

Ta airen yijing lai le.
fth/thE ALK T,

His/her spouse has already come.

Ta zou le ma?

ftb/othE 705 2

Has he/she left?

Ta hai méi zou.
/R RE

He/she hasn’t left yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen yijing zou le.

/= NBEET

His/her spouse has already left.

Ta dao le ma?

ftb/ b2 705 ?

Has he/she arrived?
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10.

Ta hai méi dao.
o/ ats & =,

He/she hasn’t arrived yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ b= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen yijing dao le.

fth/ i E ABLZRT o

His/her spouse has already arrived.

Cao t(’)ngzhi lai le ma?

/LJ\;ET DDJ 7

Has Comrade Cao come?

Cao tongzhi hai méi lai.

\}_l-l NV
ﬁ|__|/L,\J\_\/X o

Comrade Cao hasn’t come yet.

Stin tongzhi ne?

FNEIELE 2

And Comrade Stin?

Stin tongzhi yijing lai le.

NEIEEERKT .

Comrade Stin has already come.

Zhang xiansheng 14i le ma?

KAERTIG?

Has Mr. Zhang come?

Zhang xiansheng hai méi lai.
KA IR R

Mr. Zhang hasn’t come yet.

Ta didi ne?

fthZ5250E 7

And his younger brother?
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I1.

12.

13.

14.

Ta didi yijing lai le.

BB EERKT .

His younger brother has already come.

Ta muqin dao le ma?

ft/ b &R 705 7

Has his/her mother arrived?

Ta muqin hai méi dao.
(U USS STy

His/her mother hasn’t arrived yet.

Ta méimei ne?
fth /st gk ek e 2

And his/her younger sister?

Ta méimei yijing dao le.
o/ MRIR E LR T o

His/her younger sister has already arrived.

Wang niishi zou le ma?

FLREETE?

Has Mrs. Wang left.

Wang nlishi hai méi zou.
F 5 E,

Mrs. Wang hasn’t left yet.

Zhang niishi ne?

SKZZ L0 7

And Mrs. Zhang?

Zhang niishi yijing zou le.

KZETEZET

Mrs. Zhang has already left.
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Response drill

Respond to each question with a completed-action answer or a yet-to-be-
completed answer, depending on the cue.

l. Ta zou le ma?
ftt/abE 705 ?
Has he/she left?
Cue zuotian
FER
yesterday
Ta yijing zou le.
/MBEEE T -
He/she has already left.
2. Ta airen ne?
fth/#te 2
And his/her spouse?
Cue zudtian
FER
yesterday
Ta airen y¢ yijing zou le
/M EABBEEZEET -
His/her spouse has already left too.
3. Ta lai le ma?
ftb/ a7 05 2
Has he/she come?
Cue mingtian
SEPN
tomorrow

Ta hai méi lai.
/i % 2K

He/she hasn’t come yet.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta airen ne?

ftb/ ot ATe 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen y¢ hai méi lai.
/i = A0 2K

His/her spouse hasn’t come either.

Ta dao le ma?

fth/ 4 s T ?

Has he/she arrived?

Ta yijing dao le.

fth/ e L2 7,

He/she hasn’t already yet.

Ta airen ne?

ftt/ab= A 2

And his/her spouse?

Ta airen hai méi dao.
/e NI E,

His/her spouse hasn’t arrived either.

Ta zou le ma?

ftb/othE 705 2

Has he/she left?

mingtian
EEPS

tomorrow

zuotian
FEX

yesterday

mingtian
BAX

tomorrow
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Cue mingtian

EEPS

tomorrow

Ta hai méi zou.
o/ ath iR RRE

He/she hasn’t left yet.

8. Ta geége ne?

ftb/ ot =F SF0E 2

And his/her older brother?

Cue zudtian

FER

yesterday

Ta gege yijing zou le.

/S FELET o

His/her older brother hasn’t left either.

9.  Zhao tongzhi dao le ma?

XS T

Has comrade Zhao arrived?

Cue zuodtian

FER

yesterday

Zhao tongzhi yijing dao le.
HEEBEEE T,

Comrade Zhao has already arrived.

10. Wang tongzhi ne?

FEER ?

And comrade Wang?

Cue zudtian

FER

yesterday
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Wang tongzhi yé€ yijing dao le.

FRBEBLELZR T,

Comrade Wang has already arrived too.

11. Ta fumu zou le ma?

ft/ M SCBHE 705 7

Have his/her parents left?

Cue mingtian

EEPS

tomorrow

Ta fumu hai méi zou.
o/t A B & TE o

His/her parents hasn’t left yet.

12. Tamen haizi ne?

el e+ e 2

And their children?
Cue zuotian
FER
yesterday
Tamen haizi yijing zou le.
MIZFEEZET
Their children have already left.
13.  Taairen lai le ma?
fth/sE AR TR 7
Has his/her spouse come?
Cue zudtian
FER
yesterday

Ta airen yijing lai le.
fth/ it E ANBEKT o

His/her spouse has already come.
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14.

Cue

Tamen haizi ne?

el 12+ e 2

And his children?

mingtian
EEPS

tomorrow

Tamen haizi hai méi lai.
M 1B TR &K

His children haven’t come yet.
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Response drill

Respond according to the clue.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta shénme shihou 1ai?

fth/ st 2 B K 2

When is he/she coming?

mingtian
FAX
tomorrow
Ta mingtian lai.
ftt/ b BA R Ko
He/she is coming tomorrow.
Li xiansheng shénme shihou zou?
ZHE M LBMEE ?
When is Mr. Li leaving?
jintian
5%
today
Ta jintian zou.
fth5 RiEo
He is leaving today.
Hu xidoji¢ shénme shihou dao?
LR NN
When is Miss Hu arriving?
mingtian
BAX
tomorrow

Ta mingtian dao.
BBARE o

She is arriving tomorrow
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4.  Zhang xiansheng shénme shihou 1ai?

SR AR RS ?

When is Mr. Zhang coming?

Cue houtian

Jax

the day after tomorrow

Ta houtian i
fthfER*Ko,

He is coming the day after tomorrow.

E/NEH B ER] ?

When is Miss Wang arriving?

Cue jintian
PN
today

Ta jintian dao.

5 REo

She is arriving today.

6. Ta shénme shihou zou?

fth/ st 2 BHRTE ?

When is he/she leaving?

Cue houtian

Jax

the day after tomorrow

Ta houtian zou.
/4t fE R Eo

He/she is leaving the day after tomorrow.
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Transformation drill

For each item, ask “which day...”

1.

Ta I4i.
ftt/ i,

He/she is coming.

Ta néitian 14i?
ftt/oth BB R SR 2

What day is he/she coming?

Wang xiansheng zou.

F R,

Mr. Wang is leaving.

Wang xiansheng néitian zou?

EAREMRIE ?

What day is Mr. Wang leaving?

Li taitai dao.
ZEARARE

Mrs. Li is arriving.

Li taitai néitian dao?
ERAMFRIE ?

What day is Mrs. Li arriving?

Hu taitai zou.
FAARAE

Mrs. Hu is leaving.

Hu taitai néitian zou.
AR RAE 7

What day is Mrs. Ha leaving?

Zhang xiansheng dao.

SKIATER]

Mr. Zhang is arriving.
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Zhang xiansheng néitian dao?

KAEMRE?

What day is Mr. Zhang arriving?

Huang taitai 1ai.
EHAKXK,

Mrs. Huang is coming.

Huéng taitai néitian 1ai?
B A AR A

What day is Mrs. Huang coming?

Ta zou.
fth/dthE

He/she is leaving.

Ta néitian zou?
/MR E 7

What day is he/she leaving?
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Transformation drill

Transform the statement according to the model

1.

Ta shénme shihou 1ai?

fth/ st 2 B K 2

When is he/she coming?

Ta shi shénme shihou laide?

fth/ ot 2 2 B ERAY 2

When did he/she come?

Wiéng xiansheng shénme shihou dao?

S A BHRE] ?

When is Mr. Wang arriving?

Wang xiansheng shi shénme shihou daode?

ThRERTARMERIR?

When did Mr. Wang arrive?

Li taitai shénme shihou zou?

AN LBHETE ?

When is Mrs. Li leaving?

Li taitai shi shénme shihou zoude?

FARRZH LIHEER ?

When did Mrs. Li leave?

Hu xiansheng shénme shihou 1ai?

BASEE T A B R 7

When is Mr. Hi coming?

Hu xiansheng shi shénme shihou laide?

BAS R A B ERAY 7

When did Mr. Hi come?

Huang taitai shénme shihou dao?

AN ABHES] ?

When is Mrs. Huang arriving?
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Huéng taitai shi shénme shihou daode?

EANZ ARSI ?

When did Mrs. Huang arrive?

Lin taitai shénme shihou zou?

MARKR M ABHETE ?

When is Mrs. Lin leaving?

Lin taitai shi shénme shihou zoude?

MAKRZH AR ER ?

When did Mrs. Lin leave?

Ta shénme shihou lai?

/i A B 2

When is he/she coming?

Ta shi shénme shihou laide?

fth/ st A 2 Bk AY 7

When did he/she come?
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Transformation drill

Respond with a shi...de. sentence when the cue makes it appropriate.
1. Ta lai.
fth/#t K

He/she is coming.

Cue mingtian

BZPS

tomorrow

Ta mingtian 1ai.
ftb/AtBAR o

He/she is coming tomorrow.

2. Ta lai le.

fth/ K 7 o

He/she has come.

Cue zuodtian

HER

yesterday

Ta shi zudtian laide.
/4t 2 FER R,

He/she has come yesterday.

3. Wang taitai zou.

EARKE,

Mrs. Wang is leaving.

Cue jintian
AN
SR
today
Wang taitai jintian zou.

ERAXGKE

Mrs. Wang is leaving today.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Huéng taitai zou le.

EAXNE T o

Mrs. Huang has left.

giantian
EIEN

the day before yesterday

Huang taitai shi qiantian zoude.
B AR E IR ER.

Mrs. Huang left the day before yesterday.

Li xiansheng l4i.

Mr. Li is coming.

houtian
fax

the day after tomorrow

Li xidnsheng houtian lai.
FhRERRRK,

Mr. Li is coming the day after tomorrow.

Lin xiansheng lai le.

MIERT o

Mr. Lin has come.

zuotian
FEX

yesterday

Lin xiansheng shi zudtian laide.

M E RIER R,

Mr. Lin came yesterday.

0% 00

S/NBEIT o

Miss M4 has arrived.
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Cue qiantian
EIEN

the day before yesterday

S/ BRRTREIAY.

Miss Ma has arrived the day before yesterday.
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Response drill

Give affirmative responses to the questions.

1.

Ta shi zudtian laide ma?
/4t B FERSRAING 7

Did he/she come yesterday?

Shide. Ta shi zu6tian Iide.
B, /it ZRER KA,

Yes, he/she came yesterday.

Wiéng xiansheng shi jitian daode ma?

FRERSREIRNG ?

Did Mr. Wang arrived today?

Shide. Wang xiansheng shi jintian daode.

EE/JO E%/__—ENE'E 9{%”5/]0

Yes, Mr. Wang arrived today.

Li tongzhi shi giantian zoude ma?

FRIEZBIRERN ?

Did Comrade Li leave the day before yesterday?

Shide. Li tongzhi shi giantian zoude.

EEIJO %H/u\ﬂzﬁu%%ﬁﬁo

Yes, Comrade Li left the day before yesterday.

Mao furen mingtian lai ma?

ERABRRG ?

Is Mrs. Mao coming tomorrow?

Shide. Mo furen mingtian lai.

2. EXRNBFRR?

Yes, Mrs. Méo is coming tomorrow.

Tamen haizi houtian dao ma?
T EXRENG ?

Are their children arriving the day after tomorrow?
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Shide. Tamen haizi houtian dao.

=0 i ZFERE,

Yes, their children are arriving the day after tomorrow.

Ta fumu jmntian z6u ma?
ftb/ M AR5 REN 7

Are his/her parents leaving?

Shide. Ta fumu jintian zou.
B, /MBS KE,

Yes, his/her parents are leaving today.

Zhang niishi shi zu6tian laide ma?

K27 ERFER KNG 2

Did Mrs. Zhang come yesterday?

Shide. Zhang nlishi shi zu6tian laide.

B KL LTEFERE,

No, Mrs. Zhang did not come yesterday.
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Response drill

Give negative responses to the shi... de questions.

1.

Ta shi zudtian laide ma?
/4t B FERSRAING 7

Did he/she come yesterday?

Bu. Ta bi shi zuotian laide.
Ao /M ZHERKH,

No, he/she didn’t come yesterday.

Jiang xiansheng shi jintian daode ma?

LR ERSRER ?

Did Mr. Jiang arrive today?

Bu. Jiang xiansheng bu shi jintian daode.

o IRENESREIB,

No, Mr. Jiang didn’t arrive today.

Zhang tongzhi shi qiantian zoude ma?

K[EE R RERN ?

Did Comrade Zhang leave the day before yesterday?

Bu. Zhang tongzhi bu shi giantian zoude.

o SKEEA R RER.

No, Comrade Zhang didn’t leave day before yesterday.

Tamen shi zuétian laide ma?

A I ZRFRRAYIG 2

Did they come yesterday?

Bu. Tamen bt shi zuotian laide.
N MR BIER KB,

No, they didn’t come yesterday.

Tamen haizi shi giantian daode ma?
el 1 #zF 2R XEIRING ?

Did their children arrive the day before yesterday?
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Bu. Tamen haizi bu shi giantian daode.
o M I FAERIREIN,

No, their children didn’t arrive the day before yesterday.

Hé tongzhi shi jintian zoéude ma?

RIRER S RERN ?

Did comrade Hé leave today?

Bu. Hé tongzhi bu shi jintian zoude.

o ARENESREN,

No, Comrade H¢é didn’t leave today.

Ta airen shi zuotian laide ma?
/= A BFER RS ?

Did his/her spouse come yesterday?

Bu. Ta airen b shi zuétian laide.
o MB/tE NN EVERRM,

No, his/her spouse didn’t come yesterday.
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Response drill

According to the cues, give an affirmative or a negative response to each shi...de
question.

1. Ta shi zudtian laide ma?

ftb/ ot 2 RERRAING 7

Did he/she come yesterday?
Cue affirmative

Shide. Ta shi zuétian laide.

B8, it/ R,

Yes, he/she came yesterday.

2. Ta shi zudtian laide ma?

ftt/ M RHER KAV 7

Did he/she come yesterday?
Cue negative

Bu. Ta bt shi zuotian laide.
o fih/HAEFER KA.

No, he/she didn’t come yesterday.

3. Wang tongzhi shi qiantian daode ma?

FREZRREIRING ?

Did Comrade Wang arrive the day before yesterday?
Cue negative

Bu. Wang tongzhi bu shi giantian daode.

o EREAZRIREIR,

No, Comrade Wang didn’t arrive the day before yesterday.
4. Ta gege shi jintian laide ma?

ftb/ ot SF B2 S RKBING 2

Did his/her older brother come today?

Cue negative
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Bu. Ta gége bu shi jintian laide.
o M/ HEFHFTZE S KK

No, his/her older brother didn’t come today.

Li xiansheng shi jintian zoude ma?

TRERSRERNDG ?

Did Mr. Li leave today?
negative

Bu. Li xiansheng bu shi jintian zoude.

\o %%ET%‘E EE%E)]O

No, Mr. Li didn’t leave today.

Zhao furen shi zuo6tian daode ma?

RN EIEREIHIG ?

Did Mrs. Zhao arrive yesterday?
affirmative

Shide. Zhao furen shi zuo6tian daode.

8. BXRAZREXREIR

Yes, Mrs. Zhao did arrive yesterday.

Tamen haizi shi qiantian zéude ma?
i 1 F 2RI RERINS ?

Did their children leave the day before yesterday?
negative

Bu. Tamen haizi bu shi giantian zoude.

o M I FAERIRE,

No, their children didn’t leave the day before yesterday.

Stn niishi shi zudtian daode ma?

N ERIEREIRING ?

Did Mrs. Siin arrive yesterday?

negative
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Bu. Stin niishi bii shi zuétian daode.

o PN EANEREREIB,

No, Mrs. Siin didn’t arrive yesterday
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Unit 5

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Date and Place of birth.
. Days of the week.
. Ages.

. The marker le for new situations.

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes.

. The 5D-1 tape.

191



Module 2: Biographic Information

References

Reference List

Andésen fuiren, ni shi zai nir shéngde?

BRHZRN, FEEMW) LERY?
Mrs. Andersen, where were you born?

W shi zai Dézhou shéngde.
BREAE/MNER,

I was born in Texas.

Nimen shi Xingqisi daode ma?

TR 12 &2 HAPR R RYhS 2
Did you arrive on Thursday?

Bu shi, women shi Xingqiwu daode.
A, BRERRRIR.
No, we arrived on Friday.

Nimen xingqtji zou?

TRIIEHRJLE ?

What day of the week are you leaving?
Women Xingqitian zou.

A NEHRE

We are leaving on Sunday.

Ni shi néinian shéngde?
REMELERY?

What year are you born?

W0 shi YT jitl san jitl nian shéngde.
BE—N=NFEHR,

I was born in 1939.

Ni shi jiytie shengde?

2/ LB ERY ?

What month were you born?
W shi Qiyii¢ shengde.
KETHAEN,

I was born in July.

Ni shi jihao shéngde?

R/ SER ?

What day of the month were you born?
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B: W shi Sihao shéngde.
HeM=ER,
I was born on the fourth.
7.2 A: Ni dud da le?

RZRT ?

How old are you?

B: W ér shi si le.
H_+T,
I'm 24.
8.b A: Ni dué da le?

fRZXRT ?

How old are you?

B: W0 san shi wii le.
H=1+HAT7,
I’m 35.
9. A: Nimen niihaizi jisui le?

M2 ZFILE T 2

How old is your girl?

B: Ta basui le.
i\% 7o
She’s eight years old.
10. A: Nimen nénhaizi dou jisui le?

MBS ZFEILS T 2

How old are your boys?

B: Yige jitsui le, yige liusui le.

—MNFT, —TARF 7o

One is nine, and one is Six.

This exchange occurs on the C-1 tape only.
®This exchange occurs on the P-1 tape only.
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duo da

hounian (hounian)
jihao

Jjinnian (jinnian)
Jjisui

Jiyie

mingnian (mingnian)
néinian

niannian (niannian)
giannian (qiannian)
qlinian (qinian)
shangge yiié

shéng

-sui

xiage ytie

Xingqter

XIngqiji

Xingqiliu
Xingqisan
Xingqisi

Xinggqitian, Xingqiri

Xingqiwu
Xingqiy1

zheige yiie

Vocabulary

2R
SEeS
JL=
SF
L%
JLA
EEeS
PR E 2
TF
ElEE2
KF
EA
&

2
Y=
EHI—
EHJL
EHN
EH=
EHA

E/\H?E) EEE

HiH

EHR
EH—
XA

how old

the year after next
what day of the month?
this year

how old

what month

next year

which year

every year

the year before last
last year

last month

to be born

year (of age)

next month

Tuesday

what day of the week
Saturday

Wednesday
Thursday

Sunday

Friday
Monday

this month
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne1

1. A: Andésén furen, ni shi zai nir ﬁf@ﬁ% Mrs. Andersen, where were you
shéngde? =

B: W0 shi zai Dézhou shéngde.

N, IREE

born?

) L= ?

?\2 %E'T%E")‘|‘| I was born in Texas.

£ 89

The shi...de construction is used to focus on place expressions as well as on time and manner expres-

sions.
Wo shi zai shéng -de.
M¢iguo I was born in America. WHERE

= e TEE & B0

Wo shi zuodtian  |dao -de.

N I arrived yesterday. WHEN

E29 = FEX | %] B0

Wo shi yige rén |(lai -de.

x

— A

I came alone. HOW
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Notes on N22-3

2. A: Nimen shi Xingqisi daode ma? m—w ﬂ %EHH Did you arrive on Thursday?

Y3 |r9eg

B: Bu shi, women shi Xingqiwu <2, ﬁﬂ‘] No, we arrived on Friday.

daode.
EEMLE
Yo
3. A: Nimen xingqiji zou? m—”ﬂ%ﬁﬂ Tl What day of the week are you

leaving?

E 7

B: Women Xinggqitian zou. ?\21 n E/HH;E We are leaving on Sunday.

Eo

Days of the week:

Xingqrji
EHJL
Xingqiy1
EH—
Xingqier
2R

Xingqisan

What day of the week?

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

=
2=

Xingqisi
E
Xingqiwt
EHh
Xingqiliu
28N
Xingqitian

E/X

Until now, you have always seen ji, “how many,” at the beginning of a word (jige haizi, jiweéi xiansheng,
jihao). In xingqfji, -ji is at the end of the word. In both places, occupies the position of a number and
acts like a number: xingqiji, “What number day of the week?”

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday
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Notes on N24

4. A: Ni shi n€inian shéngde? m—:\% 10 E & What year are you born?
A ?
B: Wo¢ shi y1 jiu san jiu niadn ﬁ%_hz I was born in 1939.

shéngde. j_L,ﬂE/_:EE/\]O

The word for “year,” -nian is a bound word (like the word for “day,” -tian). The question word néinian,
“which year,” is formed with the bound word néi “which.”

The year is given as a sequence of digits, so that 1972, yijiugiérnian would literally be “one-nine-
seven-two year.” In a sequence of digits, the word ér- (not liang- is used for 2, and the words for 1, 7,
and 8 keep their basic high tones. (See notes on No. 10 for cases in which these tones change.)
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Notes on Ne5

5. A: Ni shi jiyiie shengde?

B: W0 shi Qiyii¢ shengde.

,T;]—,\ == EE What month were you born?

By ?

ﬁ%tﬁ == I was born in July.

Y6

Months:
jiyue?
What month?
JLR
yiyiie qiyiie
January July

—B +5
eryiie bayiie
— February August
—_A AV
sanyiie jitytie
— March September
= A
siytie shiytie

April October
)= +A
wulyiie shiytyii¢

May November
1A +—H
linyiie shiéryiie

June — December
\H +—A

Since the names of the months are formed with numbers, ji- “how many,” is the appropriate question
word to use for “what month.” Ji- is used in B&ijing to ask for a number expected to be around 10 or 11.

Notice the tones on the words for 1, 7 and 8, which most Peking speakers pronounce as Rising before
Falling-tone words such as yti¢. The syllable -y1- in the word for “November,” however, is usually
pronounced with the High tone: shiyTyii¢ (See the notes on No, 10 for a summary of tone changes.)
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Notes on N26

6. A: Ni shi jthao shéngde? 'T;]_'\ %)‘L%EE What day of the month were you
born?
A ?
B: W0 shi Sihao shéngde. @2% g %E I was born on the fourth.

Y6

Days of the month are expressed by the number of the day followed by the bound word -hao. You will
remember that -hao is also used in giving addresses.

In asking about days of the month, “how many,” is used, even though the question may be answered
by a number as high as 31. The month and day of the month may be given together. For example:

Ni shi jiyiié jthao shéngde?

REJLBJL=SER/R ?
W shi bayiié jithao shéngde.

R = I was born on August 9.
HENAANSER.

What is your month and day of birth?
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Notes on Ne7-8

7. A: Nidu6dale? Tﬂ“\%ﬁ? ? How old are you?
W ér shi si le. ﬁ:—HE I’'m 24.
1o
8. A: Niduo6dale? W%ﬁ? ? How old are you?
W san shi w le. ﬁE‘f—ﬁ I’'m 35.

To

Ni duo da le? “How old are you?” literally means “How big (in years of age) are you?” This is a
common way to ask a person’s age. The question is appropriate for asking the age of a child or a
young adult, but the expression is not considered polite enough for asking an older adult his age. (More
formal ways to ask a person’s age will be introduced on the C-2, P-2, and drill tapes.)

The marker le which ends these sentences calls attention to the fact that something is true now that
was not true before.

=Note
L=
Ages may also be asked and given without using the new-situation le.

Le has only this new-situation meaning in these sentences. It has no meaning of completion, since in
fact, there is no completed event.

One way to reflect the new-situation le in the English translation is to add the word “now”: “I’'m
35 now.” Essentially, however, “new situation” (sometimes called “change of state”) is a Chinese
grammatical category with no simple English equivalent.

The marker le for new situations is always found at the end of a sentence and is sometimes called
“sentence le.”

Notice that neither answer contains a verb. The verb that has been left out is you “to have.” The verb
may not be left out in the negative: W6 méiyou sanshiwt. “I’'m not 35.”
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Notes on N29

9. A: Nimen niihdizi jisui le? 'T;T\'T ﬂ ﬁ&% How old is your girl?
Ns77?
B: Ta basui le. QJ@ \ 5 T, She’s eight years old.

-sui: In the traditional Chinese system of giving ages, a person is one -sui old at birth and becomes
another -sui old on the New Year’s following his birth. A baby born the day before New Year’s would
thus be two -sui old on the day after his birth. Most Chinese, however, have now switched to the
Western style of computing age and use -sui just as we use years old.

The word -sui like the word -hao, is a bound word shoving what kind of thing a number is counting.

In a date or address you are listing a number and use ¢r for 2, while in giving an age you are counting
an amount of something and use liang: liangsui, “two years old.”
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Notes on N210

10. A: Nimen nanhdizi dou jisui le? 'T;T\'T ﬂ B8 &% How old are your boys?

B;ILFZ T ?

B: Yige jiusui le, yige liusui le. _/l\ h% One is nine, and one is six.

i

— %
7o

The word dou is used when “both” or “all” would probably not be used in English, namely, when
expecting different information about each of the things (or persons) being discussed. “All” tends to
be collective, asking or telling about something the members of a group have in common. Ddu can be
distributive, asking or telling something about the members of a group as individuals.

Yi, qi, ba: In the spoken language of Peking, the basic High tones of y1, q1 and ba usually change to
Rising tones before Falling-tone words (such as -hao, yii¢, and -sui). This change is most common
when the complete number given has only one digit. When there are two or more digits, the q1 and
ba of numbers ending in 7 and 8 are more likely to have Rising tones than the y1 of numbers ending
in 1 (which is usually in the High tone).

Compare:
shigihao
the 17th
+t=
shiytytie
November
+—H

In all cases, the High tone is more likely to be kept in rapid speech. You may also encounter speakers
who never make changes in the tones of y1, q1 and ba.

Remember that, in the digit-by-digit form of giving the year, the numbers 1, 7, and 8 keep their basic
High tones: yTjitibaliunian 1986.
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Notes on additional required vocabulary

giantian zuotian jintian mingtian houtian
Days

=TTl A\

B FER SN BAX IEEN

giannian qiinian jinnian mingnian hounian
Years

TF KF FF HF I=E=2

In the Chinese system of expressing relative time in terms of days and years, only one pair of terms
is not parallel: zudtian “yesterday,” and qiinian “last year.”

|;=F'|N0te

added by Eric Streit with the explanations given by a Chinese native about the drills I and the use

of suishu 5 ;ﬂ and Nianji Eéa

* suishu 5 ﬁﬁ( and Nianji Eéa usually and mostly refer to OLDER people that you ask for.
suishu 5 ﬁ& is very spoken though. And less polite.

* For kids especially, you only need to do 5577j( 7 7 duédale?or )L 5 N jisui le?

* with /L T 7 neither suishu % 28 nor Nianji ZE£C .
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Drills

Response Drill

According to the cues, give an answer to each shi...de question.

l. Qingwen, ta shi zai nar shengde?

B8], /4R TER) LERY ?

May I ask, where was he/she born?

Cue Dézhou

=

Texas

Ta shi zai Dézhou shéngde.

ftb/ a2 RN ERY,

He/she was born in Texas.

2. Qingwen, ni airen shi zai nar shéngde?

B, fREAZEM)LER?

May I ask, where was your spouse born?

Cue Jiazhou

0N

California

Ta shi zai Jiazhou shéngde.
/4t 2 E NN ERY,

He/she was born in California.

3. Qingwen, ta airen shi zai ndr shéngde?

B8], f/anE AEW) LERY ?

May I ask, where was his/her spouse born?
Cue Shanghai
=

Shanghai

Ta shi zai Shanghdi shéngde.
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ftt/ i 21 _EiBERY,

He/she was born in Shanghai.

4. Qingwen, ni haizi shi zai nar shéngde?

B0, REF=2EM) LER?

May I ask, where was your child born?

Cue Sichuan

91|

Sichuan

Ta shi zai Sichuan shéngde.

ftt/ b 21 ) 114 RY,

He/she was born in Sichuan

5. Qingwén, nimen niihdizi shi zai nir shéngde?

B8], fRINZ T 2EM) LER ?

May I ask, where was your daughter born?

Cue Béijing

- IGER
Béijing

Ta shi zai Bé&ijing shéngde.
B AL RERT,

She was born in B&ijing.

6. Qingwen, nimen nanhaizi shi zai nar shéngde?

B, fRINBHF2EM) LER ?

May I ask, where was your son born?

Cue Masazhtisai zhou (Mazhou)

TN

Massachusetts
Ta shi zai Masazhiisai zhou shéngde.
tEEREEDFEEEINER,

He was born in Massachusetts.

7. Qingwen, Zeng xiansheng shi zai nar shengde?
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B8], SREREM LER?

May I ask, where was Mr. Z&ng born?

Cue Niu Yiie
229

New York

Ta shi zai Niu Yie shéngde.
B EALNERT,

He was born in New York.
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Substitution drill

Transform the question according to the model.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Qingwen, ni shénme shihou z6u?

BiRL, REfAREE ?

May I ask, when are you leaving?

néitian
LiiPN

what day

Qingwen, ni néitian zou?
B8], RIERAE ?

May I ask, what day are you leaving?

Qingwen, ni néitian zou?
B8], FREBRGE 2

May I ask, what day are you leaving?

jiyiie
JLA

what month

Qingwen, ni jiyiie zou?

BiRL, RJLAE?

May I ask, what month are you leaving?

Qingwen, ni jiyiie zou?
B, RILAE?

May I ask, what month are you leaving?

jthao
J1L&5

what day of the month

Qingwen, ni jthao zou?

Bw), RILSIE?

May I ask, what day of the month are you leaving?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Qingwen, ni jthao zou?

B8], fRIVSIE?

May I ask, what day of the month are you leaving?

néinian
S

what year

Qingwén, ni néinian zo6u?

B8], FRUPETE ?

May I ask, what year are you leaving?

Qingwen, ni néinidn zo6u?
B8], PREBEE ?

May I ask, May I ask, what year are you leaving?

jiyiié jihao
JLBJL=

what month and what day of the month

Qingwen, ni jiytle jihao zou?

B, RILBJLSE?

May I ask, what month, what day of the month are you leaving?

Qingwen, ni jiyii¢ jihao zou?

5w, RILBJLSE?

May I ask, what month, what day of the month are you leaving?

XIngqiji
EHJL

what day of the week

Qingwen, ni XIngqTji zou?

5], REMRJLE ?

May I ask, what day of the week are you leaving?
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Substitution drill

Transform the statement according to the model.
1. Women xingqty1 zOu.
ﬁﬂ\—_l EEE/\H_EO

We are leaving on Monday.

Cue xIngqier

EH—

Tuesday

Women xingqiér zou.
A ER —xE,

We are leaving on Tuesday.

2. Women xingqier zou.

A28 —Eo

We are leaving on Tuesday.

Cue XIngqisan

EH=
Wednesday

Women xingqisan zou.

HANEH =7,

We are leaving on Wednesday.

3. Women xingqisan zou.
HANER =7,

We are leaving on Wednesday.

Cue XIngqisi

£ R

Thursday

Women xingqisi zou.

A2 RAUE,

We are leaving on Thursday.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Women xingqisi zou.

A NEHREE,

We are leaving on Thursday.

XTngquji
ZRAJL
What day of the week
Women xingqTji zou?
HANE2HJLE ?
What day of the week are you leaving?
Women xingqiji zou?
BANEHLE ?
What day of the week are you leaving?
Xingqiwl
EEE 7 \H £
Friday
Women xtngqiwl xou.
BAE2RRE,
We are leaving on Friday.
Women xingqiwli zou.
FANEHRATE,
We are leaving on Friday.
xIngqrtian
EHX
Sunday

Women xingqitian zou.

A NEHIRE

We are leaving on Sunday.

Women xingqitian zou.

BANERRE

We are leaving on Sunday.
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Cue

Cue

Women xtngqiliu zou.
HANEH o

We are leaving on Saturday.

Women xingqiliu zou.

A NEH7Eo

We are leaving on Saturday.

Women xingqty1 zOu.

KA NEH—E.

We are leaving on Monday.

xingqiliu
EHAN

Saturday

Xingqiy1l
E8—

Monday
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Response drill

According to the cues, give a response to each question.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ni haizi shi n€inian shéngde?
REFRMRER ?

What year was your child born?
1971

Ta shi yijitiqTyTnian shéngde.
fth/ b R— Nt —F £,

He/she was born in 1971.

Li xiansheng shi néinian shéngde?

o E R EERY ?

What year was Mr. Li born?
1944

Ta shi yijitisisinian shéngde.
2 —NEEEE,

He was born in 1944.

Ni didi shi néinian shéngde?
R B EMELRY ?

What year was your younger brother born?
1940

Ta shi yijitisilingnian shéngde.
fthE— N UEFER,

He was born in 1940.
Neéige haizi shi néinian shéngde?
AN =T EWELER ?

What year was that child born?

1967
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta shi yijitliuginian shéngde.
/i E— NN EFEER,

He/she was born in 1967.

Zheige nanhaizi shi néinian shéngde?
XNBZFEMEER?

What year was this boy born?
1968

Ta shi yijitliubanian shéngde.
ft/ a2 — 175\ ERY,

He was born in 1968.

Neéige rén shi néinian shéngde?
B PAZBIFEER ?

What year was that person born?
1927

Ta shi yijitierqinian shéngde.
/it — N = CFER,

He/she was born in 1927.

Ta shi né€inian shéngde?
fth/ it EMELER ?

What year was he/she born?
1933

Ta shi yijitisansannian shéngde.
/iR — N ==F4%H7,

He/she was born in 1933.
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Response drill

According to the cues, give a response to each question.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta shi jiytie shengde?

ftt/ M2 J LB ERY ?

What month was he/she born?

erytie
=
February
Ta shi eryii¢ shéngde.
ft/ a2 — B £,
He/she was born in February.
Ta airen shi jiyii¢ shéngde?
fth/ e NZJLAERY ?
What month was his/her spouse born?
wulyiie
hH
May
Ta shi wiiyii¢ shéngde.
/2R A EN,
He/she was born in May.
Zhang tongzhi shi jiyiie shengde?
KEGE/ LB ER ?
What month was Comrade Zhang born?
siylie
A
April

Ta shi siyii¢ shengde.
fth/ ot 27U 8 4 RY,

He/she was born in April.
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4. Wang tongzhi shi jiyii¢ shéngde?

FTREZ/LBER?

What month was Comrade Wang born?

Cue shiytyii¢
+—7

November

Ta shi shiyTyiié shéngde.

ftb/gt 2 +—R ERY

He/she was born in November.

5. Ni airen shi jiyii¢ shéngde?

REANZ/LBER?

What month was your spouse born?

Cue bayiie

J\H

August

Ta shi bayii¢ shéngde.
ftb/ a2\ B ERY

He/she was born in August.

6.  Ni gége shi jiyii¢ shengde?

RErE /LB ERY ?

What month was your older brother born?

Cue shieryii¢
+—H
December
Ta shi shieryiié shéngde.

iR+ =B %M.

He was born in December.

7. Ta méimei shi jiyii¢ shéngde?

ftb/athak k2 LA ERY ?

What month was your younger sister born?
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Cue linytie
V=
June
Ta shi liuyii¢ shengde.

27N B ERY,

She was born in June.
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Expansion drill

According to the cues, give a response to each statement.

1. Ta shi yiyii¢ shéngde.

ftt/ 2 — A ER/Y

He/she was born in January.

Cue yihao

first

Ta shi yiyii¢ yihao shéngde.
fth/ i E—H—S%8,

He/she was born in January first.

2. Ta shi yiyii¢ shéngde.

fto/at2— R £/

He/she was born in January.

Cue shiythao
|
+—5

11th

Ta shi yiyii¢ shiythao shéngde.
ftt/ i R—H +—5ER,

He/she was born on the 11th of January.

3. Ta shi yiyii¢ shéngde.

ftb/ a2 —H ER/Y

He/she was born in January.

Cue érshilivhao
—_— P Y e |

— T /N\=
26th

Ta shi yiyii¢ ershilithao shengde.
/R —B =+ 5E8,

He/she was born on the 26th of January.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta shi yiyii¢ shéngde.

ftt/ it 2—H LAY

He/she was born in January.

qihao
-
=
7th
Ta shi yiyii¢ qihao shéngde.
ft/E—HLtS5E8,
He/she was born on the 7th of January.
Ta shi yiyii¢ shéngde.
ftt/ b2 —H £ 89
He/she was born in January.
shisihao
+05
14th
Ta shi yiyii¢ shisihao shéngde.
ftt/ iR —H TS ER.
He/she was born on the 14th of January.
Ta shi yiyii¢ shengde.
ftt/ b2 —H £ 89
He/she was born in January.
ershibahao
—+\=
28th

Ta shi yiyii¢ ershibahao shéngde.
/iR —RB =+ \F4EM,

He/she was born on the 28th of January.

Ta shi yiyii¢ shéngde.

fto/ a2 —H £

He/she was born in January.
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Cue shihao

T

10th

Ta shi yiyii¢ shihao shéngde.
ftb/ iR — A +SER,

He/she was born on the 10th of January.
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Response drill

According to the cues, give a response to each question.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Nimen niihaizi jisui le?

M2 %FILZ T 2

How old is your daughter?

Ta wusui le.

MR 7o

She is 5.

Tamen nanhaizi jisui le?

1B ZFILZ T ?

How old is their boy?
11

Ta shiyisui le.

ft+—% 75

Heis 11.

Hu taitai niihaizi jisui le?

BAARARZ LTI T ?

How old is Mrs. Ha’s daughter?
13

Ta shisansui le.

M+-=%7,

She is 13.

Ta méimei jisui le?
ft/ bRk L% 7 7

How old is his/her younger sister?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta qisui le.

s 7o

She is 7.

Ni nanhaizi jisui le?
REZFINLE T ?

How old is your boy?

Ta liusui le.
R% 7,

He is 6.

Ni nlihéizi jisui le?
MU FNT T ?

How old is your daughter?

Ta sisui le .

U E g

She is 4.

Néige nanhaizi jisui le?
WIBEFILYT?

How old is that boy?

Ta basui le.

A% 7,

He is 8.
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Response drill

According to the cues, give a response to each question.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta duo da le?

fth/ MKy 2

How old is he/she?
35

Ta sanshiwt le.

i/t =+x7,

He/she is 35.

Ni gége duo da le?
REFZKRT ?

How old is your older brother?
44

Ta sishisi le.
MrE+-re T,

He is 44.

Ni didi duo da le?
REBHEZRT ?
How old is your younger brother?

30

Ta sanshi le.

fth=+7,

He is 30.

.....

ftt/otugHHZ KT 2

How old is his/her older sister?

47

222



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta sishiqi le.
1 E4AE by T

She is 47.

Ni méimei dud da le?
IRIRIRZ KT ?

How old is your younger sister?

32
Ta sanshier le.
T Sy
She is 32.
Ta airen dud da le?
O/ MEAZKT ?
How old is his/her spouse?
28
Ta érshiba le.
/e —+/\ 7o
He/she is 28.
Wang tongzhi duo da le?
FEREKEZKRT ?
How old is Comrade Wang?
41
Ta sishiyT le.
/P —+—7
He/she is 41.
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Response drill

According to the cues, give a response to each question.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Nin muqin dué da suishu le?

NS PN S

How old is your mother?
65

Ta liushiwusui le.
R+AHS5 T,

She is 65.

Nin fuqin du6da suishu le?

BAREZ R T ?

How old is your father?
67

Ta liushiqisui le.
i+t 7o

He is 67.

.....

ftt/taH S RS T ?

How old is his/her older sister?

46
Ta sishiliusui le.
MU+ 7,

She is 46.

Ta gége duo da suishu le?

/T FZ R T ?

How old is his/her older brother?

44
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta sishisisui le.

ftO+m% 7

He is 44.

Zhang xiansheng dudda suishu le?

KIEEZRIENT ?

How old is Mr. Zhang?
72

Ta qishiérsui le.
tE+=%7,

He is 72.

Wang taitai dud da suishu le?

ERRZREZET ?

How old is Mrs . Wang?
59

Ta wushijitisui le.
WMAH+1% 7o

She is 59.

Wang taitai méimei dud da suishu le?

ERRRIKZ RS T 7

How old is Mrs. Wang’s younger sister?
58

Ta wushibasui le.
mA+/\% T,

She is 58.
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Substitution drill

Substitute Shan gge vy U é, “last month” (May), Z hei ge 'y U é, “this

month” (June), or xiége yU é, “next month” (July), according to the month
mentioned in the speaker’s sentence.

l. Ta shi wiyiie laide.
fth/ 42 1 3 KB,

He/she came in May.

Ou. Ta shi shangge yii¢ laide.

B /a2 B Ak,

Oh. He/she came last month.

2. Tagiyié lai.
/et B >k,

He/she is coming in July.

Ou. Ta xiage yii¢ 1ai.
o /8t~ A Ko

Oh. He/she is coming next month.

3. Taliuyie lai
fth/ 475 2 Ko

He/she is coming in June.

Ou. Ta zheige yie 1ai.
B /80X Ko

Oh. He/she is coming this month.

4. Tashi liyie laide.
ftt/ b 27~ H KB

He/she is came in June.
Ou. Ta shi zhéige yiié laide.
Mo fh/athixX 1B 2RBY,

Oh. He/she came this month.

5. Ta qiyii¢ zou.
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ftt/ £ A xEo

He/she is leaving in September.

Ou. Ta xiage yii¢ zou.
o /st ™A E

Oh. He/she is leaving next month.

Ta shi wityiie daode.
fth/ 42 1 2 BBV,

He/she arrived in May.

Ou. Ta shi shangge yii¢ daode.

o /a2 1B IR,

Oh. He/she is arrived last month.

Ta shi linyiie zoude.
ftt/ 27~ H ERYS

He/she left on June.

Ou. Ta shi zheige yiié zoude.
o fth/athEX A ER,

Oh. He/she left this month.
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Transformation drill

Each of the speaker’s statements is the answer to a question. After hearing each
answer, ask the question which could have prompted the response.

l. Ta shi yjitisanwunian shéngde.
/i —N=RF %R,

He/she was born in 1935.

Ta shi n¢inian shéngde?
fth/ M ELER ?

What year was he/she born?

2. Tashisiyié ldide.
ftt/ath 2 7Y 3 AT,

He/she came in April.

Ta shi jiytie laide?
/s 2 LA KB ?

What month did he/she come?

3. Ta shi xingqiwu zoude.

ftt/ 2 EHAER,

He/she left on Friday.

Ta shi xingqiji zoude?

ftt/ 2 EHAJLERY ?

What day of the week did he/she leave?

4. Ta shi qthao daode.

/RS2,

He/she has arrived on the seventh.

Ta shi jthao daode?

fth/ 2L =5 2IRY ?

What day of the month did he/she arrive?

5. Ta shi yijitiqisinian laide.
fth/ath B — L CPHERAY,

He/she has come in 1974.
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Ta shi n€inian laide?
fth /4t 2SR AT 2

What year did he/she came?

Ta shi xingqitian zoude.
ftt/ b 2 E HARERY,

He/she has left on Sunday.

Ta shi xtngqiji zoude?

ftt/ 2 EHJLERY ?

What day did he/she leave.

Ta shi jiuyii¢ shéngde.
fth/ a2 .2 £,

He/she was born in September.

Ta shi jiytie shengde?

fth/ M2 J LB ERY ?

What month was he/she born?
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Unit 6

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Duration phrases

. The marker le for completion.
. The “double le” construction.
. The marker -guo.

. Action verbs.

. State verbs.

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The 6D-1 tape.
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6.

References

Reference List

Ni zhu duo jiu?

TREZA?

How long are you staying?

W6 zhu yinian.

HiE—Fo

I’m staying one year.

Ni taitai zhu dud jin?
RAKRFZRA?

How long is your wife staying?

Ta zhu liangtian.

B R o

She is staying two days.

NI taitai zai Xianggang zhu duo jin?
IRAREEBIEZA?
How long is your wife staying in Hong Kong?
W0 xidng ta zhu liangtian.
BAEUER R

I think she is staying two days.

Ni xiang zhu duo jiu?
FREZA?

How long are you thinking of staying?
W0 xidng zhu yinian.
?\ZZEE\TH\E_EEO

I’m thinking of staying one year.

Ni xidng zai Taiwan zhu dud jiu?
MEEEEEZA?

How long are you thinking of staying in Taiwan?
Wo xiang zhu bage yiie.
BRIENATHo

I’'m thinking of staying eight months.
Ni péngyou xiang zhu duo jiu?
RAARIEEZ A ?

How long is your friend thinking of staying?
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10.

11.

Ta xidng zhu lidangge xIngqt.
ftAEm N E R,

He is thinking of staying two weeks.
Ni laile duo jiu le?
MRTZAT?

How long have you been there?

W laile santian le.
RET=KTo

I have been here three days.

NI taitai zai Xianggang zhule duo jiu?
RARTEEBETZA?
How long did your wife stay in Hong Kong?
Ta zhule lidngtian.

E T R

She stayed two days.

Ta lai le ma?

k7 mg?
Did he come?

Lai le, ta lai le.
KT, KT,
Yes, he came.

Ta lai le ma?

sk 7 ?
Did he come?

Mg¢i lai, ta méi lai.
K, MR,
No, he didn’t come.

Ni conggian laiguo ma?

TRMBISRINS 2

Have you ever been here before?
W congqian méi laiguo.
BMETEFD,

I have never been here before.

This exchange occurs on the C-1 tape only.
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qu

Niu Yiie
congqian
dud jiu
-guo

xiang
Xianggang
Xingqi

zhu

Vocabulary

to go

New York

in the past

how long

experiential marker

to think that, to want to, would you like to
Hong Kong

week

to live somewhere
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne1

l. A: Ni zhu duo jin? 'T;T\'TE%Q ? How long are you staying?
B: W0 zhu yinian. ﬁ{E_EO I’m staying one year.

Expressions like du6 jit, “how long,” and yinian “one year,” called duration phrases, come after the
verb.

I;:F'.Note

“One day” is yitian. The tone on yT changes to Falling before a High-tone.

Notice the contrast with time-when phrases, like shénme shihou, “when,” and jinnian “this year,”
which comes before the verb.

Ni shénme shihou zOu ?
y When are you leaving?
(S I A=K 3 E?
Ni zhu duo jiu?
N How long are you staying?
() (ES =N

If a duration phrase is used with the verb zhu, this phrase preempts the position after the verb; and any
place phrase, like zai Béijing, must come before the verb.

Wo zhu zai Béijing.

N N - I’m living in Bé&ijing.
=24 (£ LR
Ni zai Béijing zhu dué jin? How long are you
IR y | g==1 X 22 ? staying in Bé&ijing?

Yinian: In telling how many years (giving an amount) no counter is used. The tone on y1, “one,”
changes to Falling before a Rising tone.
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Notes on Ne2

2. A: NI taitai zhu dud jiu? 'T;]—'\j\(j\YTI% How long is your wife staying?
A7
B: Ta zhu lidngtian. QJ@'TET}U@_HEO She is staying two days.

Liangtian: -tian, “day,” like -nin, “year,” is used without a counter. When telling how many of some-
thing, the number 2 takes the form liang. (See Unit 3, notes on Nos. 3—4.)
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Notes on Ne3—4

3. A: NI taitai zai Xianggang zhu dud 'T;]ﬂ\j\(j\(E %I% How long is your wife staying in

1? 7w
jiu? }\%'TE%Q 2 Hong Kong?
B: W0 xiang ta zhu liangtian. ?\2;}:{?\ ﬁiﬂ@ﬂﬁ I think she is staying two days.

Ko

4. A: Nixidng zhu duo jiu? 'T;T\ZE!\T 3 5577 How long are you thinking of
staying?
A7
B: W0 xiang zhu yinian. ;[ﬂi;kg {i_ I’m thinking of staying one year.

-/EEO

The verb xidng, “to think that,” “to want to,” “would like to,” may be used as a main verb or as an
auxiliary verb. As a main verb it means “to think that.” It is used this way in the answer of exchange
3 and in the following examples.
W0 xidng ta mingtian lai.
Wﬂﬁrﬂﬂfﬂﬁﬂ% Ko
Wo xiang ta bu qu.
EEREH (LN

When xiang is used as a main verb meaning “to think that,” it is not made negative. This may be a
special problem for English speakers who are used to saying “I don’t think he is going.”

I think he is coming tomorrow.

I think he is not going.

In Chinese, it is: “I think he is not going,” W0 xiang ta bu qu.

29 ¢

When xidng is used as an auxiliary verb, it means, “to want to,” “would like to.” It is used this way in
exchange 4, which could also be translated as, “How long would you like to stay?”

Here are other examples:

Ni xidng zdu ma? Would you like to

{8 ELS ? leave? OR Do you want to go?

Wo bu xiang zou.
HAEE,
Ni xidng zai Taibéi gongzud ma?

FESILIES ?

I don’t want to leave.

Do you want to work in Taipei?
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Notes on Ne5-6

5. A: Nixiang zai Taiwan zhu duo jiu? ,T;]-:\;EE\ Eﬁfg How long are you thinking of

N staying in Taiwan?
B2/ N
B: W0 xiang zhu bage yii¢. ﬁfg\{i /_\/l\ I'm tLhinking of staying eight
months.

Bo

6. A: Ni péngyou xiang zhu duo jiu? Tﬂ“\ﬂﬂ E;FS!\ TI How long is your friend thinking
of staying?
ZA7?
B: Taxiang zhu liangge XIngqT. 'T.m;kg {E‘D\U&‘/l\ He is thinking of staying two
= weeks.
= 7 \H o

You already know that yinian and yitian are used without counters. The words for “month” and “week,”
however, are used with counters.

Compare:
santian
— 3 days
=X
sannian
— E 3 years
sange xingqi
— 3 weeks
=1NEH
sange yuié
— = 3 months
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Notes on Ne7

7. A: Ni laile duo jiu le? 'T;T\ ;E T 55777\ How long have you been there?
77
B: WO laile santian le. ?\2;'% T=% I have been here three days.

7o

99 ¢

le...le, “up until now,” “so far”: The use of completed-action le after the verb and of new-situation le
after the duration phrase tells you how long the activity has been going on and that it is still going
on. The answer could also have been translated “I have been here three days so far.” This pattern is
sometimes called “double le.”

Notice that when le is in the middle of a sentence (in this case, because it is followed by a duration
phrase), we write it attached to the verb before it: laile duo jit le.
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Notes on Ne8

8. A: Nitaitai zai Xianggang zhule dud mﬂ\j\(j\(ﬁé How long did your wife stay in

jia? % 'TIT %77 Hong Kong?
A7
B: Ta zhule lidngtian. QJ@'TE TH She stayed two days.

Ko

Completion le: Here you see the marker le used to indicate one aspect, completion. Compare a sen-
tence with one le to a sentence with two le’s:

W0 zai nar zhule santian.
BERB)LET =Ko

WO zai nar zhule santian le.

I stayed there three days.

I have been here (stayed here)

EEAB)LET=KT, for three days now (so far).

Completion le is used with verbs that describe actions or processes, not with verbs that describe a
state or condition, or a continuing situation. The following sentences, describing states or ongoing
situations, have past-tense verbs in English but no le in Chinese.

Neige shihou tamen zhi you liange haizi.

BRI R BN N F

Ta qiinian bu zai Shanghai, zai Béijing.

At that time they had only two children.

He wasn’t in Shanghai last

MEFERE B, FitT, year; he was in B&ijing.

Verb types in Chinese: In studying some languages, it is important to learn whether a noun is mas-
culine, feminine, or neuter. In Chinese, it is important to learn whether a verb is an action, state, or
process verb. These three verb categories are meaning (semantic) groups. A verb is a member of one
group or another depending on the meaning of the verb. For instance, “running” and “dancing” are
actions; “being good” and “being beautiful” are states; and “getting sick” and “melting” are processes.
In Chinese, grammatical rules are applied differently to each semantic verb category. For the most
part, you have learned only action and state verbs in this course; so these comments will be confined
to those two verb categories. (See Unit 8 of this module for process verbs,)

Action verbs: These are verbs which describe physical and mental activities. The easiest to classify
are verbs of movement such as “walking,” “running,” and “riding”, however, action verbs also include
verbs with not too much motion, such as “working” and “writing,” and verbs with no apparent motion,
such as “studying.” One test for determining if a verb is an action is asking “What did he do?” “He
arrived,” “He spoke,” and “He listened” are answers which contain action verbs. “He knew” “He
wanted” and “He is here” are answers which contain state verbs, not action verbs. Some of the action
verbs you have learned are:

dao (to arrive) lai (to come)
5 P
gongzuo (to work) zhu (to live, to stay)
T1F x

239



Module 2: Biographic Information

State verbs: These verbs describe qualities, conditions, and states. All adjectival verbs, such as hao
“to be good,” and jiu, “to be long (in time),” are state verbs. Emotions, such as “being happy” and
“being sad,” are expressed with state verbs. “Knowing,” “liking,” “wanting,” and “understanding,”
which may be called mental states, are also expressed with state verbs. Also, all auxiliary verbs, such

as xiang, “to want to,” “would like to,” are state verbs. Here are some of the state verbs:

da to be large shi to be
=
R =

dui to be correct

jido to be called

X

L

xing to be surnamed zai to be at
i3 T
xidng to want to zhidao to know
VAANN IE%U

Aspect and verb types: Not every aspect marker in Chinese may be used with all types of verbs.
Completion le does not occur with state verbs. It does occur with action verbs.

Ta yijing dao le.

HMEZLE T,

He has already arrived.

Ta gongzuole yinian.

ACTION He worked one year.
'Hij, L 'T/IE T T E o
Ta lai le ma?
Did he come?
iR T 5 ?
Ta qiinian b zai zhér.
- He wasn’t here last year.
tEFAEX) Lo
Ta zuotian xiang qu.
STATE Yesterday he wanted to go.

(ULCT AN

Ta zudtian bu zhidao.

fEFERA A&,

He didn’t know yesterday.
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Notes on N29-10

9. A: Talaile ma? Y2 2 Did he come?
R 705

B: Laile, talaile. ;ET , T@;E Yes, he came.
1o

10. A: Talaile ma? ,ﬂijI;ET g ? Did he come?
B: Méi lai, ta méi lai. 5&;'% , ijﬁ No, he didn’t come.

K
o

Compare the two possible interpretations of the question Ta lai le ma? and the answers they receive:

Completion le

Ta lai le ma?
Did she come?

ft * | 7 [32

Ta lai le.

She came.

fo K T

Ta méi 14i

N She didn’t come.

o & | Ko

Combined le

Ta 14 le ma?
Has he come?
o X T |57
Ta lai le.
She has come. OR She’s here.
o X | To
Ta hai méi 14i.
N R She hasn’t come yet.

1 D &= | Ko

The first question, with completion le, asks only if the action took place. The second question, with
combined le asks both whether the action has been completed and whether the resulting new situation
still exists.
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Notes on Neo11

11.  A: Niconggian laiguo ma? Tﬂ? A A%—G;Eﬁ Have you ever been here before?
ig 7
B: W0 congqian méi laiguo. ?}\2 A A%—{]\;ﬁ Y, I have never been here before.
oo

The aspect marker -guo means literally “to pass over,” “to cross over. The implication is that an event
took place and then ceased at some time in the past.

It may help you to conceptualize -guo in terms of a bridge. The whole bridge is the event. The marker
-guo stresses the fact that not only have you crossed over the bridge but at present you are no longer
standing on it.

The meaning of -guo changes slightly depending on what type of verb it is used with: action or process,
(-guo may not be used with state verbs.) With an action verb, -guo means that the action took place
and then ceased at some time before the present. With a process verb, -guo means that the process took
place and that the state which resulted from the process ended at some time before the present.

Remember that aspect markers like le and -guo are used only when the speaker feels it necessary to
stress some feature or aspect of an event. Le is used to stress finishing, or completion, -guo is used to
stress that a situation occurred in the past and was “over” or “undone,” before the time of speaking
(that is, the absence of that situation followed the situation).

Let’s contrast -guo with completion le: both le and -guo express completion, but -guo stresses that an
action is no longer being performed, or that a state resulting from a process no longer exists.

For example, Ta lai le. means “He came,” or “He has come,” not indicating whether or not he is still
there.

But Ta laiguo means “He came” with the specification that he is not there anymore—that is, he came
and left.

One of the uses of the aspect marker -guo,is in sentences which express experience or having experi-
enced something at least once in the past, that is, “to have had the experience of doing something.”
This is how -guo is used in exchange 11. In a question, the marker -guo can he reflected by the English
word “ever,” and in a negative statement by “never.”

Ni| conggian lai -guo ma?

N Have you ever been (come) here before?
Rl MX k|3 |57
Ni | congqgian méi lai -guo

R N I have never been (come) here before.

Rl AKX | & | Rk | &
Ni | conggian lai -guo

N I have been (come) here before
R MX k| I

The negative of Ta lai le. does not include a le, but the negative of Ta laiguo. does have a -guo. The
negative adverb méi is used to negate both completion le and -guo.

Ta lai le.

ft K 7o
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He came.
Ta méi lai
i P4 X

He didn't come.

Ta lai -guo.

ftt F o
He came (He was here).

Ta méi lai -guo.

ftt P F o

He hasn't been here.
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Drills

Response drill

Respond according to the cue.

1. Zhang xiansheng zhu du6 jiu?

SRATEEZA ?

How long is Mr. Zhang staying?

Cue yige yiie

— R

one month

Zhang xiansheng zhu yige ytie.

KAEE—THo

Mr. Zhang is staying one month.

T/NBEEZA?

How long is Miss Wang staying?

Cue liangge xinqt

M2

two weeks

ey e

T/NBIER D E RS

Miss Wang is staying two weeks.

3. Hu taitai zhi dud ji?
BARAREZA?

How long is Mrs. Hu staying?
Cue sange yuié
p— /\H

three months

Hu taitai zhu sange ytie.
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AKX E=TH,

Mrs. Hu is staying three months.

4. Ta zhu duo jin?
ft/fFZ A ?

How long is he/she staying?

Cue sige xIngq1

Ut

four weeks

Ta zhu sige xingql.

ftt/ b E AN E HR

He/she is staying four weeks.

5. Tataitai zhu dué jiu?
/A R(EZDA ?

How long is his wife staying?

Cue liangge xingqt

M2

two weeks

Ta taitai zhu lidngge xingqi.
AR AER T E R,

His wife is staying two weeks.

6. Li xidoji¢ zhu duo jiu?
FINEFZA Y
How long is Miss Li staying?

Cue wiige yiie
Fald=

five months
Li xidoji¢ zhu wuge yiie.
Z=/NMAFERTH.

Miss Li is staying five months.

7. Ta xiansheng zhu duo jiu?
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MR EEZA Y

How long is her husband staying?

Cue liige xingqt

NIERA

six weeks

Ta xiansheng zhu liuge xingqf.

bt AT E

Her husband is staying six weeks.
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Response drill

Respond according to the cue.

1. Zhang téngzhi zhu duo jiu?

KEEEZA?

How long is Comrade Zhang staying?

Cue santian

three days

Zhang tongzhi zhu santian.
KEHFE=Ro

Comrade Zhang is staying three days.

2. Tamugqin zhu duo jiu?
/M RERAEZA 7

How long is his/her mother staying?

Cue yinian

one year

Ta mugqin zhu yinian.
fth/ M B R E—F

His/her mother is staying one year.

3. Ta fuqin zhu duo jin?
/A FEEZA 7

How long is his/her father staying?

Cue wiutian
AX

five days

Ta fuqin zhu wtian.
(U SEF PN

His/her father is staying five days.
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4. Wang tongzhi zhu dud jiu?
FRBFEZA?

How long is Comrade Wang staying?

Cue batian
AGN

eight days

Wang tongzhi zhu batian.
FEEFENAK,

Comrade Wang is staying eight days.

FIRIEIEZ A ?

How long is your older sister staying.

Cue liangnian
M

two years

PIBIEIEMRFo

My older sister is staying two years.

6.  Hu tongzhi zhu dud jin?
BARIRIEZA ?

How long is Comrade Hu staying?

Cue sitian
UPS

four days

Hu tongzhi zhu sitian.
ARG TUR,

Comrade Hu is staying four days.

7. Ta zhu duo jin?
fth/fF2 A ?

How long is How long is he/she staying?
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Cue sannian

three years

Ta zhu sannian.
f/MEFE =5,

He/she is staying three years.
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Response drill

Respond according to the cue.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta mugqin zhu duo jiu?
/M R SEEZA 7

How long is his/her mother staying?

liangge yiie
M TH

two months

Ta mugqin zhu liangge yiie.
/A B ER T Ho

His/her mother is staying two months.

Ta méimei zhu dud jiu?
fth/ MR IR IEZ A 7

How long is his/her younger sister staying?

yige xingqi
— P EH

one week

Ta méimei zhu yige xngqi.
/AR R E—"E B,

His/her younger sister is staying one week.

Zhang taitai zhu duo jiu?
RAKIEZA ?

How long is Mrs. Zhang staying?

jiutian
PN

nine days

Zhang taitai zhu jiutian.
N ED PN

Mrs. Zhang is staying nine days.
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4. Ta gége zhu dud jiu?
fth/ s s SHEZ A 7

How long is his/her older brother staying?

Cue sige XIngq1

U EHA

four weeks

Ta gége zhu sige xingql.
/a3 HEU 2 B

His/her older brother is staying four weeks.

5. Wang xiansheng zhu dud jiu?

EREEZA?

How long is Mr. Wang staying?

Cue yige yiie

— A

one month

Wang xiansheng zhu yige yiie.

FREEF—THo

Mr. Wang is staying one month.

6. Ta didi zhi dué jit?
fth/ BB EZR ?

How long is his/her younger brother staying?

Cue yinian

one year

Ta didi zhu yinian.
it/ 1 25 FBAE— o

His/her younger brother is staying one year.

fth/MugHEEZ A 7

How long is his/her older sister staying?
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Cue shitian

TX

ten days

ftb/athaHAEE +Ro

His/her older sister is staying ten days.
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Expansion drill

Expand the response according to the model and the cue.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Zhang taitai de g€ge zhu duo jiu?
KAKRRIEHEF (EZA 7

How long is Mrs. Zhang’s older brother staying?

Xianggang
a5
Hong Kong
Zhang taitaide gége zai xianggéng zhu duo jiu?

KARNNHFEEEBESZA?

How long is Mrs. Zhang’s older brother staying in Hong Kong?

Jiang xiansheng de didi zhu dué jiu?
I ERBREDZARA ?

How long is Mr. Jiang’s younger brother staying?

Guangzhou
M

Guangzhou

Jiang xiansheng de didi zai Guangzhou zhu duo jiu?
IR EMBBE MNZA?

How long is Mr. Jiang’s younger brother staying in Guangzhou?

B/ NERYRIMES A 7

How long is Miss Z&ng’s younger sister staying?

Zhdngguo

chiE

China

B/ NERYRIREPEEZ A ?

How long is Miss Z&ng’s younger sister staying in China?
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PRESRIREIREZ A 2

How long is comrade Chén’s older sister staying?

Cue Shanghai
=
Shanghai

.....

PRESAVIEMRTE EBEZ A ?

How long is comrade Chén’s older sister staying in Shanghai?

5. Qian tongzhi de airen zhu dud jiu?
BREEHNENEZA?

How long is comrade Qian’s spouse staying?

Cue Mg¢iguo

=SE

America

Qian tongzhide airen zai M¢iguo zhu dud jiu?
BREHNEANTEEEEZA?

How long is comrade Qidn’s spouse staying in America?

oy 00

B/ NEREEZA Y

How long is Miss Céo’s father staying?

Cue Qingddo

55

Qingdédo

ey e

B NERREET BIEZA?

How long is Miss Cao’s father staying in Qingdao?

7. Xiaxiangsheng de muqin zhu duo jiu?

BRENRERESZA?

How long is Mr. Xia’s mother staying?
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Cue Béijing

2 655
Béijing

Xia xiangshengde muqin zai Béijing zhu dud jit?
ERERNEFEEIREZA?

How long is Mr. Xia’s mother staying in B&ijing?
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Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1.

Ta zhu jitian?
fth/ LK ?

How many days is he/she staying?

Ta xidng zhu jitian?
ftb/ LR 2

How many days is he/she planning on staying?

Hu xiansheng zhu jige yiie?

A EEILTA ?

How many months is Mr. Hu staying?

Hu xiansheng xidng zhu jige yii¢?

A EREILTA?

How many months is Mr. Hu planning on staying?

Wang taitai zhu jige xingqi?

FARXIEILDER?

How many weeks is Mrs. Wang staying?

Wang taitai xidng zhu jige xingqi?

FARAKEEILVER?

How many weeks is Mrs. Wang planning on staying?

Ta xiansheng zhu jinian?

S AL E ?

How many years is her husband staying?

Ta xiansheng xiang zhu jinian?

b BT LE 7

How many years is her husband planning on staying?

B/NBEJ LA 2

How many months is Miss Zhou staying?
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T

B/NERESL A 2

How many months is Miss Zhou planning on staying?

Wo fuqin zhu jige xingqt?
BRFEEILDER?

How many weeks is my father staying?

Wo fugin xidng zhu jige xingqi?

BAERBEI LD ER ?

How many weeks is my father planning on staying?

Ta meimei zhu jitian?
/bR IR E LR 7

How many days is hi/her younger sister staying?

Ta meéimei xiang zhu jitian?
fth/ MR AR S LR 2

How many days is hi/her younger sister planning on staying?

257



Module 2: Biographic Information

Expansion drill

Expand the sentence according to the model.

1.

Ta zhu yige xtngqt.

ftb/ i E—1EH,

He/she is staying one week.

Wo xiang ta zhu yige xingqt.
M/ E—E R,

I think he/she is staying one week.

Ta zhu liangnian.
fth/ AR

He/she is staying two years.

W0 xidng ta zhu liangnian.
ARt/ TN o

I think he/she is staying two years.

Ta zhu sange yii¢.
fth/ i E="1Ho

He/she is staying three months.

W0 xidng ta zhu sange yii¢.
FEM/ME=TH,

I think he/she is staying three months.

Ta zhu lidngge xTngqr.

ftb/ I ER T E 5o

He/she is staying two weeks.

W0 xidng ta zhu liangge xingq.
FAR /M T E R,

I think he/she is staying two weeks.

Ta zhu qttian.
fth/ £ X

He/she is staying seven days.
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W0 xidng ta zhu qitian.
A/ E LR,

I think he/she is staying seven days.

Ta zhu sinian.
o/ E+F,

He/she is staying four years.

W0 xiang ta zhu sinian.
A/

I think he/she is staying four years.

Ta zhu litige yiié.
/et E S Ho

He/she is staying six months.

Wo xiang ta zhu liuge yiie.
T8/ T Ho

I think he/she is staying six months.
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Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1.

Ta zhu yige xtngqt.

ftb/ i E—1EH,

He/she is staying one week.

Ta zhule yige xingq.

o/t E T — T EH,

He/she stayed one week.

Ma tongzhi zhu yinian.
E.‘? E /:Ll‘_,:\ /E\E T E o

Comrade Ma is staying one year.

Ma tongzhi zhule yinian.
SRHKET —F,

Comrade Ma stayed one year.

Wang tongzhi zhu sige yiie.

FRHEETH,

Comrade Wang is staying four months.

Wang tongzhi zhule sige yiie.

FRFETETHo

Comrade Wang stayed four months.

Z@ng tongzhi zhu wtian.
BRBERK,

Comrade Zeng is staying five days.

Z@ng tongzhi zhule wutian.

BEEET AR,

Comrade Zéng stayed five days.

W zhu liangge xingq.
BAERTER,

I’m staying two weeks.
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W6 zhule liangge xingd].

BIET W TER,

I stayed two weeks.

Ta haizi zhi liutin.
ftt/ i £ FE 7 Ko

His/her children are staying six days.

Ta haizi zhtile lilitian,
/b2 F1E T 7 Ko

His/her children stayed six days.

Ta meimei zhu liangnidn.
/BRI E PR T

His/her younger sister is staying two years.

Ta meéimei zhule liangnian.
fth/BOORIRAE T PR o

His/her younger sister stayed two years.
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Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1.

Ta zhule santian.
o/ a(E T =Ko

He/she stayed three days

Ta zhule santian le.

fth/ M ET =X 7o

He/she has stayed three days.

Wo zhule yige xingqt.

ﬁ{i? _QE%/H\ o

I stayed one week.

Wo zhule yige xingq le.

BIET—TEHRT.

I have stayed one week.

Ta fuqin zhule liangge yiie.
/MR FEAE T P Ho

His/her father stayed two months.

Ta fuqin zhule liangge yie le.

/M SERET WA 7o

His/her father has stayed two months.

ftb/AtogH2EE 7 +—Ro

His/her older sister stayed eleven days.

.....

fto/MgHEE T +—XK 7

His/her older sister has stayed eleven days.

Wang xiansheng zhule yinian.

FREFET —Fo

Mr. Wang stayed one year.
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Wang xiansheng zhule yinian le.

EE;EE{ET_ETO

Mr. Wang has stayed one year.

Wang taitai zhule sange xingqT.

FAKET=PEH,

Mrs. Wang stayed three weeks.

Wang taitai zhule sange xingdf le.

FARAKET=TEHRT,

Mrs. Wang has stayed three weeks.

BA/MBIET £ R,

Miss Hu stayed seven days.

ey ee

B/MBIET EXRT o

Miss Hu has stayed seven days.
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Transformation drill

Respond by adding xidng zhu, or zhiile + duration phrase + le to each statement,
according to the cue.

l. Ta zhu yitian.
/ﬂij / T@ /E\E — 9E o

He/she is staying one day.

Cue hai méi lai
> \\)_LJ AN 7
ﬁ 274 ;E
didn’t come yet

Ta xidng zhu yitian.
/bR E—Ro

He/she is planning on staying one day.

2. Ta zhu yitian.
fth/ st —=Xo

He/she is staying one day.

Cue yijing zou le

BRET

already left

Ta zhule yitian.
fth/ et E T —Xo

He/she stayed one day.

3. Ta zhu yitian.
fth/atE—Ro

He/she is staying one day.

Cue hai zai zhér
BEX) L

already here

Ta zhule yitian le.

/M ET —X7T o

He/she has stayed one day.

264



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta zhu liangge xIngqT.

ftt/ ot E R E Ho

He/she is staying two weeks.

yijing zou le

BREET

already left
Ta zhule lidngge xingqt.
it/ 7 P2 HA
He/she stayed two weeks.
Ta zhu santian.
fth/ M E=Ro
He/she is staying three days.
hai méi lai
OB

didn’t come yet

Ta xiang zhu santian.
fth/ AR E =Ko

He/she is planning of staying three days.

Ta zhu yinian.
/b E—Fo

He/she is staying one year.

hai zai zhér
X)L

already here

Ta zhule yinian le.

fth/ M E T —F 7o

He/she has stayed one year.

Ta zhu wiige xingql.

ftt/ M E R D E R,

He/she is staying five weeks.
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Cue yijing zou le

BLEET

already left

Ta zhule wuge xTngqt.

fto/ £ 7 AP EHA,

He/she stayed five weeks.
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Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1. Ta xingqty1 1ai, XIngqisan zou.
'T‘H_jz/ym/_:EE/H\H §E7 EEE/\H:EO

He/she is coming on Monday, leaving on Wednesday.

Ta xidng zhu lidngtian.
it/ B E P Ko

He/she is planning on staying two days.

2. Tayiyie lai, siyii¢ zou.
T@/ﬁfﬂ—ﬂ K IEH ﬁo

He/she is coming on January, leaving on April.

Ta xiang zhu sange yii¢.
/B E="Ho

He/she is planning on staying three months.

3. Ta wuytie lai, giytiie zou.
ftb/ R Ak, TRE,

He/she is coming on May, leaving on September.

Ta xidng zhu liangge yii¢.
o/ 8EMR o

He/she is planning on staying four months.

4. Ta yihao lai, liuhao zou.
/ﬂij/ ﬁ@_%—ﬂ% ) ﬁ% o

He/she is coming the first of the month, leaving the sixth.

Ta xiang zhu wutian.
ftt/ b A8 E 1 Ko

He/she is planning on staying five days.

5. Ta liyié lai, shiyiié zou.
/AR, +AE

He/she is coming on June, leaving on October.
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Ta xiang zhu sige yiie.
/et AR FE Lo

He/she is planning on staying four months.

Ta y1jiuqiliunian 14i, yijitiqibanian zou.
@/ﬁ@—ﬂtﬁfﬁ ) _j_l_.t/_\ﬂzio

He/she is coming in 1976, leaving in 1978.

Ta xiang zhu liangnian.
fth/ A E RN o

He/she is planning on staying two years.

Ta xingqiwu 14i, xiage xTngqiy1 zou.
ﬂﬂ/?@%ﬁﬂﬁ K —F/l\EEE/H\H_iEO

He/she is coming on Friday, leaving next Monday .

Ta xiang zhu santian.
fth/ a8 E =Ko

He/she is planning on staying three days.
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Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1.

Ta shi érhao laide, sihao zoude.
/itE — 5 RN, ESER.

He/she came on the second, left on the fourth.

Ta zhule lidngtian.
fth/ B E T Ko

He/she stayed two days.

Ta shi yijitiqiytnian laide, yTjitiqisinian zoude.
ft/E—Nt—FK8, — N EEFER,

He/she came in 1971, left in 1974.

Ta zhule sannian.
b/ MfE7T =5,

He/she stayed three years.

Ta shi sanyii¢ laide, wuyiié zoude.
fth/ b2 =H%k8, BAERN.

He/she came in April , left in May.

Ta zhule liangge yii¢.

ftb/ M E T T Ho

He/she stayed two months.

Ta shi xinggqter laide, xingqiliu zoude.
ftt/ b2 E2HA kA, EHI/NER,

He/she came on Tuesday , left on Saturday.

Ta zhule sitian.
/a7 FUR,

He/she stayed four days.

Ta shi jithao laide, shiythao zoude.
/RN SHKE, +—5ER,

He/she came on the ninth, left on the eleventh.
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Ta zhule lidngtian.
/2t 1E 7 MR,

He/she stayed two days.

Ta shi zudtian laide, jintian zoude.
fth/ M BRERFKRY, SRER.

He/she came yesterday , left today.

Ta zhule yitian.
/o E 7T —Xo

He/she stayed one day.

Ta shi shange yii¢ sanshiyihao laide, zheige ylie withao zoude.
b/t ENA=1+—5%K0, XTBASERN,

He/she came the 31st last month, left on the 5th this month.

Ta zhule wutian.
o/ aE T AXo

He/she stayed five days.
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Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta mingtian bu 14i.
ftt/ At BAR 3o

He/she isn’t coming tomorrow.

zuotian
FER

yesterday

Ta zuodtian méi 1ai.
M/ aFER & K

He/she didn’t come yesterday.

Ta houtian bu zou.
fto/athfa XA

He/she isn’t leaving the day after tomorrow.

giantian
EIEN

the day before yesterday

Ta qiantian méi zou.
/b B R IRRE

He/she didn’t leave the day before yesterday.

Ta mingtian bu lai.
ftt/ AR Ko

He/she isn’t coming tomorrow.

qlinian
s

last year

Ta qiinian méi 14i.
/A AR Ko

He/she didn’t come last year.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta xiage yli¢ bu zou.
ftb/ st NN H A E,

He/she isn’t leaving next month.

shangge yiié
A
last month
Ta shangge yii¢ méi zou.
fth/ st £ HRTE,
He/she didn’t leave last month.
Ta xiage xIngqt bu lai.
it/ N EHRA K
He/she isn’t coming next week.
shangge xIngqt
ENEHA
last week

Ta shangge xngqt méi lai.
it/ _ENE R

He/she didn’t come last week.

Ta houtian bu lai.
/4t lE K

He/she isn’t coming the day after tomorrow.

giannian
ELE

the day before yesterday

Ta qiannian méi lai.
ftb/ Ao B 0% Ko

He/she didn’t come the day before yesterday.

Ta jintian bu zou.
ftb/ a5 XA Eo

He/she isn’t leaving today.
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Cue jintian
SN
today

Ta jintian méi zou.
it/ 1= KR TE

He/she didn’t leave today.

273



Module 2: Biographic Information

Transformation drill

Transform the sentence according to the model.

1.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Did he/she come?

Ta laiguo ma?

fth/ sk ng, 2

Has he/she ever been here?

Ta airen lai le ma?

fth/ = AR 705 ?

Did his/her spouse come?

Ta airen laiguo ma?

fth/ b= ARl iy ?

Has his/her spouse been here?

Ta mugqin lai le ma?

fth/ MR SER TS 2

Did his/her mother come?

Ta mugqin laiguo ma?

ftb/ o RSk ng 2

Has his/her mother ever been here?

Hu tongzhi 1ai le ma?

BAREEK TS 2

Did Comrade Hi come?

Hu tongzhi laiguo ma?
ARSI ?

Has Comrade Hu ever been here?

Ta didi I4i le ma?
fth/ B3R 705 ?

Has his/her younger brother come?
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Ta didi laiguo ma?

ftb/ath s R ng 7

Did his/her younger brother ever been here?

Wang Danian lai le ma?

ERERTIG?

Did Wang Danian come?

Wang Danian laiguo ma?

FREFFRING?

Has Wang Danian ever been here?

Zhao tongzhi 1ai le ma?

REERR TS ?

Did Comrade Zhao come?

Zhao tongzhi laiguo ma?

PERFOLD 7

Has Comrade Zhao ever been here?
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Response drill

Give a negative response to each question.

1.

Wang xidoji¢ lai le ma?
F/NER TS ?

Did Miss Wang come?

/B E R

Miss Wang didn’t come.

Lin xiansheng lai le ma.

MICER TG ?

Did Mr. Lin come?

Lin xiansheng méi lai.
MIE R HK,

Mr. Lin didn’t come.

Liu taitai 1ai le ma?
X)ARAR TS ?

Did Mrs. Lit come?

Litt thitai méi I4i.
XA A& Fq

Mrs. Lia didn’t come.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Did he/she come?

Ta méi lai.
it/ 5% Ko

He/she didn’t come.

Huang xiansheng lai le ma?

EAERTIG?

Did Mr. Huang come?
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Huang xiansheng méi lai.
EEp v b 238

Mr. Huang didn’t come.

Chén xidoji€ lai le ma?
B/ NgESR TS 2

Did Miss Chén come?

ey e

B/ NI K

Miss Chén didn’t come.

Stin taitai lai le ma?
INRAR TS ?

Did Mrs. Stin come?

Stn taitai méi lai.
NI &Ko

Mrs. Stn didn’t come.
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Response drill

Give a negative response to each question.

1.

Ta laiguo ma?

ftb/ oIS 2

Has he/she ever been here?

Ta méi laiguo.
fth/ s Ko

He/she has never been here.

Ta airen laiguo ma?

fth/ i = ARad g ?

Has his/her spouse ever been here?

Ta airen méi laiguo.
/e E Nox KT

His/her spouse has never been here.

Ta nanhaizi laiguo ma?
fth /4 BRI 0T 2

Has his/her boy ever been here?

Ta nanhaizi méi laiguo.
fth/ 40 55 7=kl o

His/her boy has never been here.

Tamen haizi dou laiguo ma?

ftbf ) &R S 2

Have their children ever been here?

Tamen haizi dou méi laiguo.
Iz FER R,

Their children have never been here.

Ta didi laiguo ma?

ftb/atheB 3R g 2

Has his/her younger brother ever been here?
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Ta didi méi 1é1iguo.
fth/ 4t 25 25 7% K

His/her younger brother has never been here.

ftt/ b 4B 4E ’J;UEE ?

Has his/her older sister ever been here?

.....

T@/l@ﬁﬁﬁﬂ“ K

His/her sister has never been here.

Ta muqin laiguo ma?

ftb/ oo R SE RIS 2

Has his/her mother ever been here?

Ta muqin méi laiguo.
fth/ B 2% Ko

His/her mother has never been here.
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Unit 7

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. Where someone works.

. Where and what someone has studied.
. What languages someone can speak.

. Auxiliary verbs.

. General objects.

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The TD-1 tape.
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References

Reference List

Nin zai nali gongzuo?
EHEMETIE?

Where do you work?

W zai Méiguo Guéwuyiian gongzuo.
HEEEESR I F.
I work with the State Department.
Nin zai nali gongzuo?
EEMETF?

Where do you work?

W6 shi xiiésheng.

HEFE,

I’m a student.

Nin lai zuo shénme?
TR 2

What did you come here to do?
W lai nian sha.

FARRHo

I came here to study.

Ou, wo yé shi xiiésheng.

B, HREEFE,

Oh, I’m a student too.

Qingwen, ni nian shénme?

iR, R

May I ask, what are you studying?
W0 nian lishi.

R Eo

I’m studying history.

K& xiansheng, ni nian shénme?

ML, IRRHA?
What are you studying, Mr. Cook?
W0 zai zheli xiié Zhongwén.
BAEXEFH,

I’'m studying Chinese here.

Qingwen, ni xiiéguo Yingwén ma?
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15inl, R RNG ?
May I ask, have you ever studied English?
Xiiéguo

P,

Yes.

Qingwen, ni hui shué Yingwén ma?
15i0], IRRIRRIG ?
May I ask, can you speak English?
W0 hui shud yidian.

B —Ro

I can speak a little.

Ni taitai y¢ hui shudo Zhongguo hua ma?

RAR W FPEIEN ?
Can your wife speak Chinese too?
Bu hui, ta bt hui shud.

AR, MWARN,

No, she can’t.

Nide Zhongguo hua hén héo.

TRBYRENERLT .

Your Chinese is very good.

Nali, nali. W0 jiu shud yidian.

REE, MFREE, FXRWLi—So

Not at all, not at all. I can speak only a little.
Ni shi zai nali xtiéde?
RETEMESFRY?

Where did you study?

W shi zai Huashéngdun xiiéde.
HEELERINT R,

I studied in Washington.

Ni shi zai daxii¢ xtiéde Yingwén ma?
REERFFRIRNG ?

Did you study English at college?

Shide, wo shi zai Taiwan Daxiié xiiéde Yingweén.
=H, HRESEARFFZRER

Yes, I studied English at Taiwan University.
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Jjingxiié
Riwén
wénxiié
zhéngzhixiié
nan

rongyi

daxiié

hua
Huashéngdun
hui

jingjixiié
lishi

Megigué Guowuyiian
nan

nian (shii)
shud (hua)
xtié
xiiéshéng (xiiésheng)
xUéxi (xUéxi)
yidian
Yingwén
Zhdngweén
Zuo

shénme difang

Vocabulary

K
AX
XF
BAF
i
a5
KF
JES
£E BRI
AN

/A

2T
fhse
FEES

X

A1
A
JON

WiiE

2

s
5]

3%
225

(i
(IN:LY5]

Confucian classics
Japanese language
literature

political science

to be difficult

to be easy

university

language, words
Washington

to know how to, to can
economics

history

U.S. Department of State
to be difficult

to study

to speak, to talk

to study

student

to study, to learn (PRC)
a little

English

Chinese

to do

where, what place
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne1-2

l. A: Nin zai nali gdongzuo? ;{@E MEEE T Where do you work?

e 2

B: Wo zai M¢iguo Guowuyiian ?\ZE% I work with the State Depart-

ongzuo. ment.
= ShRIfE
2. A: Nin zai nali gongzuo? ;{@E MEEE T Where do you work?
E?
B: W0 shi xiiésheng. ;[j%% ? 4. I’m a student.

Zai Méigu6 Gudéwuyiian gdongzuo means either “work at the State Department” (i.e., at main State in
Washington, D,C.) or “work in the organization of the State Department” (no matter where assigned).
Here the expression is translated loosely as “work with the State Department,” meaning “in the orga-
nization.”
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Notes on Ne3—4

3. A: Nin lai zuo shénme? N ;Eﬂﬂﬁ; What did you come here to do?
N7
B: W0 lai nian shi. ﬁﬂ%//ﬁ\\:@o I came here to study.
4. A: O, wd yé shi xiiésheng. Uﬁ, ﬁﬁj% Oh, I’'m a student too.
2+,
B: Qingwén, ni nian shénme? 1%5 |Eﬂ , mﬂ\//v;\\ May I ask, what are you study-
/o ing?
(17N
B: WO nian lishi. > //T’C\\}% io I’'m studying history.

Purpose: When lai, “to come,” is followed by another verb, the second verb expresses the purpose
of the subject’s coming. The “purpose of coming” may be emphasized by the shi...de construction,
with the marker shi before the verb lai.

‘W0 shi lai nian shide.

REEFBZ B,

I came to study.

Nian shii: Nian by itself means “to read aloud.” When followed by an object, the expression means
“to study.” Shii is “book(s),” but nian shii simply means “to study.” Shi is used as a general object,
standing for whatever is being studied.

Nian lishi: When you are talking about studying a particular subject, nian is followed by the name of
that subject rather than by the general object shi.

To have the meaning “to study,” nian must be followed by either the general object shii or a specific
object such as the name of a subject.

Verb types: Zuo, “to do,” and nian (sht), “to study,” are action verbs. Both are made negative with
bu when referring to actions not yet finished Both may take completion le or its negative méi.

Ta bu nian sha.
AR F,

Ta méi nian sha.
EER .

Ta yijing nian shu le.

tMEZLRH T

He doesn’t study.

He didn’t study.

He has already studied.
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5 A:
B:
6 A:
B:

Notes on Ne5-6

K& xiansheng, ni nidn shénme? ] 4= 4= , 1}
SRR ?
W zai zhéli xiié zhongwén. KREXEZF

R,

= : Ty - RN .
Qingwen, ni xiéguo Yingwén 58], T;T\ =2

ma? Sonnt
oG ?
Xiiéguo ? ol o

What are you studying, Mr.
Cook?

I’m studying Chinese here.

May I ask, have you ever studied
English?

Yes.

Xiié, “to study” an action verb): You will recognize xii¢ from the word for “student,” xii¢sheng. Xii¢
may refer to acquiring either knowledge or a skill. For example, you can xii¢ history, economics, a
language, piano, and tennis. On the other hand, nian is used for “study” in the sense of taking a course
or courses in a field of knowledge. Nian is not used for a skill.

In some contexts, the verb xii¢ means “to learn.” The following sentence may be interpreted two ways,
depending on the situation.

Wo zai Méiguo yijing xiiéguo.

BAEEEEZF Y,

I learned it in America.(e.g.,
how to use chopsticks)

OR

I studied it in America.

(e.g., the Chinese language)

Zhdngweén is used for either the Chinese spoken language or the written language, including literature.
In general, use xii¢ for “learning” to speak Chinese and nian for “studying” Chinese literature.
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Notes on N27-8

7. A: Qingwen, ni hui shud Yingwén 1%5 “:_,J , T;T\/—K\ May I ask, can you speak Eng-

ma? 0 lish?
YRG ?
B: WO hui shud yidian. ﬁ/ﬁ\ﬁa_ I can speak a little.

/70

8. A: Ni taitai y¢ hui shud Zhongguo ij&j&m/_ﬁ Can tour wife speak Chinese too?

hua ma? N 5
W REE
13 ?
B: Bu hui, ta ba hui shuo. Z:/ﬁ\ , gmjf: No, she can’t.

RWto

Hui, “to know how to,” “can,” is an auxiliary verb. It is used before the main verb to express an attitude
toward the action or to express the potential of action. Xidng, “to want to,” “would like to,” is also
an auxiliary verb. “Should,” “must,” and “may” are other examples of auxiliary verbs. All auxiliary
verbs in Chinese are state verbs, which means that bu is always used to make them negative. Auxiliary
verbs never take the aspect marker le for completed action, regardless of whether you are talking about
past, present, or future.

Ta qtinian ba hui shud Yingwén. ‘
- He couldn’t speak English last year.
fEERRIRE, |

When the marker le is used, it is the aspect marker for new situations.

Ta qiinian bt hui shud Yingwén, xianzai hui le,

Last year he couldn’t speak

EELRASREY, MEST, ‘ English, but now he can.

W0 hui shud yidian, “I can speak a little”: The word yidian, literally “a dot,” functions as a noun. It
is used in a sentence to mean “a little bit” where a noun object, such as Yingwén, “English,” might
be used.

Yidian may not be used directly after an auxiliary verb, which must be followed by another verb.

Shud, “to speak,” “to talk,” is another example of a verb which must always have an object. Shudé
must be followed by either:

1. the general object hua, “words,” in which case the meaning of shud hua is simply “to speak,” “to
talk,” as in:

Ta hai méi shud hua. |

NN He hasn’t yet spoken.
3T R 5t 1 |

OR
2. a specific object such as the name of a language.

Bu hui: The short yes/no answer to a question containing the auxiliary verb hui is formed with hui
rather than with the main verb.

287



Module 2: Biographic Information

Zhdngguo hua: This expression refers only to the spoken language, in contrast to Zhongwén, which
refers to both the spoken and written language.
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Notes on N29

9. A: Nide Zhdongguo hua hén hao. 'T;T\ E/\] EF‘ 1% Your Chinese is very good.

Rt

B: Nali, nali. W0 jiu shud yidian. MREE, O3B Not at all, not at all. I can speak
N only a little.
B, BB
T /mo

Literally, nali means “where.” As a reply to a compliment, we have translated nali as “not at all.”
In China, it has traditionally been considered proper and a matter of course to deny any compliment
received, no matter how much truth there is to it. Many people still regard xiéxie “thank you,” as
an immodest reply to a compliment, since that would amount to agreeing that the compliment was
completely correct.

Jiu, “only”: As was noted in Unit 3, notes on Nos. 8-9, jiu meaning “only” is not as widely understood
as zhi. The last sentence in exchange 9 could Just as well be W6 zhi hui shud yidian.
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Notes on N210-11

11.  A: Nishizai daxiié xiiéde Yingwén m—:\% Eﬁ?
ma?
FHIRC
1= e
B: Shide, wo shi zai Taiwan Daxiié IEIEE/\] , ?\ZIE'E
xtiéde Yingwén. S
HEABAR
P
FHIR o

Did you study English at col-
lege?

Yes, I studied English at Taiwan
University.

In the Peking dialect of Standard Chinese, which is the model for grammatical patterns presented
in this course, the -de of a shi...de construction comes between the verb and its object. The object,
therefore, is outside the shi...de construction. Compare “I studied here” with “I studied English here”:

However, you may hear some Standard Chinese speakers who place the object inside the shi...de

construction.
Wo shi zai zher xiié -de.
x = X)L, = A9,
Wo shi zai zhér xiié -de Yingwén.
E54 = X)L F AY EYE
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Drills

Response drill

Ta zai nali gongzud?

o/ d T EM R T 2
Where does he/she work?
Guéwuyiian
Bt
Department of State

Ta zai Guéwuyiian gdongzuo.
it/ b1 E 55 B TR

He/she works with the Department of State.

Ta zai nali gongzuo?

/ot E R EE T 1 2
Where does he/she work?
yéuzhéngjii
R IR /5
post office
Ta zai youzhéngjii gongzuo.
/ot TE MBS T1E.
He/she works at the post office.
Ta zai nali gongzud?
o/t E MR EE T 2
Where does he/she work?
yinhang
RI1T
bank

Ta zai yinhang gdongzuo.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

ftb/ ot $R17 TAFo

He/she works at the bank.

Ta zai nali gongzuod?
fth /At E MR EE T 2

Where does he/she work?

Wiguanchu

HE %

defense attache office

Ta zai Wuguanchu gongzuo.
/A E R B TR,

He/she works at the defense attache office.

Ta zai nali gongzuo?
ftt/ bR EE TAF 2

Where does he/she work?

Guobin Dafandian
EE=EXNRE

Ambassador Hotel

Ta zai Guobin Dafandian gongzuo.
fth/ st E = RIRIE TR,

He/she works at the Ambassador Hotel.

Ta zai nali gongzud?
ftt/ b TR T 1 2

Where does he/she work?

Béijing Dafandian
FERKIRE

Béijing Grand Hotel
Ta zai Béijing Dafandian gongzuo.
ftt/ AL R ARIRIE T1Fo

He/she works at the B&ijing Grand Hotel.

Ta zai nali gongzuo?

292



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue

ftb/ e EME TAE 2

Where does he/she work?

Minzu Fandian

RIS

Nationalities Hotel

Ta zai Minza Fandian gdongzuo.
b/ IR Ao

He/she works at the Nationalities Hotel.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Expansion drill

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta xiié zhongwén.

o/ FE, ft/MFH

He/she is a student, he/she studies Chinese.

zheli
X2
here
Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai zheli xiié zhongwen.

o/ MBS E, ft/MEXEFP X,

He/she is a student, he/she studies Chinese here.

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta x1ié zhongguo hua.

fth/ B FE, fth/ = EE,

He/she is a student, he/she studies Chinese.

nali
ABE

there

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai nali xii¢ zhongguo hua.

fib/MEFE, M/ MEBEFTEL,

He/she is a student, he/she studies Chinese there.

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta nian shénme?

fth/ MR FE, /R fta?

He/she is a student, what does he/she study?

Zheli
X8

here

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai zheli nian shénme?

fth/ MBS E, fth/MAEXERMA?

He/she is a student, what does he/she study here?

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta nidn lishi.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

fil/MRFE, M/ MRHL.

He/she is a student, he/she studies history.

nali?

Gilges)

where?

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai nali nian lishi?
fth/RFE, f/MmEMERDE ?

He/she is a student, where does he/she study history?

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta nian wénxié.

/MR E, M/ MR,

He/she is a student, he/she studies literature.

zheli
X8
here
Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai zh¢eli nian wénxiié.

/MR T E, M/MXERF,

He/she is a student, he/she studies literature here.

Ta shi xtliésheng, ta xiié fawén.
fth/ MBS, M/ M=2E o

He/she is a student, he/she studies French.

nali
A2

there

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai nali xtié¢ fawén.
o/ B FE, ft/MEREFIEX,

He/she is a student, he/she studies French there.

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta xiié¢ shénme?

fth/ BT E, fth/F e ?

He/she is a student, what does he/she study?

zheli
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X2

here

Ta shi xiiésheng, ta zai zheli xiié¢ shénme?

fth/ MBS E, fth/MEXEFHA?

He/she is a student, what does he/she study here?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Response drill

Qingwén, ta nian shénme?

B8], M/MRtA

May I ask, what is he/she studying?

jingjixiié
27\ T/ %

economics

Ta nian jingjixieé.
'T‘Iijz/aﬂj:/u\/l;)jlcio

He/she studies economics.

Qingwen, Wang Danidn nian shénme?

-\Lﬁll:—l_l Ej(ﬁ/u\'f—l_/A\ 7

May I ask, what is Wang Danian studying?

weénxiié
XF

literature

Ta nian wénxiié.
MR F,

He studies literature.

oy 00

58], H/J\ﬁﬂmﬁrz

May I ask, what is Miss Fang studying?

zhongguo wénxiié

rhETS

Chinese literature
Ta nian zhdongguod weénxiié.
'3_\_l|
g R AP ESCF,

She studies Chinese literature.

Qingwen, ta meimei nian shénme?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

B8], /MR eRR 4 7

May I ask, what is his/her younger sister studying?

zhéngzhixiié
N
Boa¥

political science

Ta nian zhéngzhixiié.
?1 /L:\Ey /a % o

She studies political science.

Qingwen, ta airen nian shénme?

iR, ft/E AR A?

May I ask, what is his/her spouse studying?

lishi
fhse

history

Ta nian lishi.
'TJ@//QHJ/L,\}_EO

He/she studies history.

Qingwén, Stin Huiran nian shénme?

B, NERRAA?
May I ask, what is Stin Huiran studying?

zhonggud lishi

RESE

Chinese history

Ta nian Zhongguo lishi.

bR FRE G

She studies Chinese history.
Ta nanhaizi nian shénme?
BiAL, /B ZFRTA?

May I ask, what is his/her boy studying?

Jjingjixtie
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274
él/)l%

economics

Ta nian jingjixié.
N d—
TJ@ IONET /)jlz o

He/she studies economics.
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Transformation drill

Wang xiansheng nian lishi.

EE;EE/L,\J_EO

Mr. Wang is studying history.

Wang xiansheng lai nian lishi.

ERERZHE

Mr. Wang is coming to study history.

Ma xiansheng nian wénxiié.
BEERNF

Mr. Ma is studying literature.

Ma xiansheng 14i nian wénxiié.
T SRR F

Mr. Md is coming to study literature.

Zhang xiansheng nian jingjixiié.
KT RE TR

Mr. Zhang is studying economics.

Zhang xiansheng 14i nian jingjixiié.
KA ERRE T F

Mr. Zhang is coming to study economics.

Li xiansheng nian Riwén.
FRERHE

Mr. Li is studying the Japanese language.

Li xiansheng 14i nian Riwén.
T ERZHE

Mr. Li is coming to study the Japanese language.
Ta nian lishi.
/1R o

He/she is studying history.

Ta 14i nian lishi.
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ftb/ ot R h o

He/she is coming to study history.

Hu xiansheng nian Yingwén.

BASEEE TR IR o

Mr. Hu is studying English.

Hu xiansheng lai nian Yingwén.
BASEAE SRR R o

Mr. Hu is coming to study English.

Chén xiansheng nian Fawén.

PRI E R A o

Mr. Chén is studying French.

Chén xiansheng lai nian Fawén.
BRI A SRRE Do

Mr. Chén is coming to study French.
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Response drill

1. Stin tongzhi 1ai zuo shénme?

INBIE R 2 2

What did Comrade Stin come to do?

Cue gongzuo

T1E

to work

Ta 1ai gongzuo.
b/ iR T 1R,

He/she is coming to work.

2. Ma téngzhi 1ai zuo shénme?

D ERSRM A 2

What did Comrade Ma come to do?

Cue nian shu

A N
A
/N

to study
Ta lai nian shi.

ftb/ AR = Ho

He/she is coming to study.

3. Chén tongzhi lai zuo shénme?

PREERIMR 2 2

What did Comrade Chén come to do?

Cue xiié riwén
FHX
to study Japanese
Ta lai xiié Riwén.
ftb/ otk = H o

He/she is coming to study Japanese.

4. Ta lai zuo shénme?
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it/ ot SRAM At 2 2

What did he/she come to do?

Cue nian lishi
A
/E’\}% %

to study history

Ta I nian lishi,
/SRR o

He/she is coming to study history.

5. Huéng xiansheng lai zuo shénme?

BRI 4 7

What did Mr. Huang come to do?

Cue nian zhéngzhixiié

A NAN — ]
JCA /O

to study political science

Ta 141 nian zhéngzhixiié.
= AN —]
'THLj/ 5'% /oA /a—TFo

He is coming to study political science.

6.  Qian tongzhi 1ai zuo shénme?

BRISRMT 4 2

What did Comrade Qian come to do?

Cue xlié yingwén
g
PR
to study English
Ta lai xiié Yingwén.

/AR F o

He/she did is coming to study English.

7. Ta lai zuo shénme?

ftb/ o RAR At 2 7

What did he/she come to do ?

Cue gongzuo
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T1E

to work

Ta 1ai gongzuo.
fth/#t SR %o

He/she is coming to work.
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Response drill

Qingwen, ta lai nian shii ma?
5], ft/fsRB0G 7

May I ask, did he/she come to study?

Dui le, ta lai nian sha.
T, /SRR,

Yes, he/she came to study.

Qingwen, ta lai nian Zhongwén ma?

BB/ MRS 7

May I ask, did he/she come to study Chinese?

Dui le, ta lai nian Zhongwén.
X7, /AR

Yes, he/she came to study Chinese.

Qingwen, ta lai nian jingjixiié ma?
18R], f/MsRREFFE ?

May I ask, did he/she come to study economics?

Dui le, ta 1ai nian jingjixii€.
X7, A/ RRE T

Yes, he/she came to study economics.

Qingwen, ta meéimei lai nian Yingwén ma?
15100/ MR IR SR RIS 2

May I ask, did his/her younger sister come to study English?

Dui le, ta lai nian Yingwén.
T, MRRES,

Yes, she came to study English.

Qingwen, Chén xiansheng lai nian zhéngzhixiié ma?
SN TNy VAN S

iR, BRIEERIBCEFS ?

May I ask, did Mr. Chén come to study political science?

Dui le, ta lai nian zhéngzhixiié.
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X7, HMRRECEF .

Yes, he came to study political science.

Qingwen, Wang xiansheng lai xii¢ Fawén ma?

B0, ERERFEXE?

May I ask, did Mr. Wang come to learn French?

Dui le, ta 14i xiié Fawén.
X7, RFIES

Yes, he came to learn French.

Qingwen, Zhang xidoji¢ 1ai xii¢ Riwén ma?
B, NERFEXE?

May I ask, did Miss Zhang come to learn Japanese?

Dui le, ta lai xiié Riwén.
X7, wRFH

Yes, she came to learn Japanese.
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Response drill

Ta shi zai daxiié xtiéde zhongwén ma?
fth/ iR RF RIS ?

Did he/she study Chinese in college?

Shide, ta shi zai daxiié xiiéde Zhongwén.
T, /R ERFFRIT,

Yes, he/she studied Chinese in college.

Ta shi zai Méiguo xiiéde zhongwén ma?

ftb /AR EEE RIS ?

Did he/she learn Chinese in America?

Shide, ta shi zai M¢igud6 xiiéde Zhongwén.
T, t/inREEEFRIT,

Yes, he/she learned Chinese in America.

Ta shi zai Taiwan Daxiié niande yingwén ma?
fth/ B E BB ARFRAVENG ?

Did he/she study English in Taiwan?

Shide, ta shi zai Taiwan Daxiié niande Yingwén.
T, /AR ESERFRIR

Yes, he/she studied English in Taiwan.

Ta shi zai Méigud6 niande lishi ma?
ftb /B EEERRIH LG ?

Did he/she study history in America?

Shide, ta shi zai Méigué niande lishi.
R, /R EERERIF L,

Yes, he/she studied history in America.

Ta shi zai Jiazhou niande zhéngzhixiié ma?
/a2 ENINZBUAFES ?

Did he/she study political science in California?

Shide, ta shi zai Jiazhou niande zhéngzhixiié.
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8, M/AnREINMNRREIE S,

Yes, he/she studied political science in California.

6.  Ta shi zai Zhongguo niande Zhdongguo wénxii¢ ma?

ftb /AR E P ERBIREX TS ?

Did he/she study Chinese literature in China?

Shide, ta shi zai Zhongguo niande Zhdngguo wénxiié.

0y, ftt/ B ERERRRE]F

Yes, he/she studied Chinese literature in China.

7. Ta shi zai Huashéngdun niande jigjixiié ma?
it/ b B E LR TR AV 0T 7

Did he/she study economics in Washington?

Shide, ta shi zai Huashéngdun niande jingjixié.
=Y, /R EERTURRIE T T

Yes, he/she studied economics in Washington.

@Note

All these sentences could be translated with “is coming” instead of “did come”.
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Response drill

Give negative responses to all the questions, and complete your answers
according to the cues.

l. Ta shi zai Zhongguo xtiéde Zhdongguo hua ma?

b/t 2 EPEFRIREIEN ?

Did he/she study Chinese in China?

Cue Mg¢iguo

=SE

America

Bu shi, ta shi zai M¢&iguo xiiéde Zhongguo hua.

AZ, /iR EEEFNHEE,

No, he/she studied Chinese in America.

2. Ta shi zai Méiguo niande Fawén ma?

fth /B ERAESS ?

Did he/she study French in America.

Cue Jianada
1N

Canada

B shi, ta shi zai Jianada niande Fawén.
g, /EEMERIBNES

No, he/she studied French in Canada.

3. Tashizai Taiwan Daxiié niande zh&ngzhixiié ma?
/R EEEARFRECR S ?

Did he/she study political science at Taiwan University?

Cue Me¢iguo Daxiié

EEKRF

American University

Bu shi, ta shi zai Méiguo Daxiié niande zhéngshixiié.
A, H/MREEERFRIELES

No, he/she studied political science in American University.
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4. Ta shi zai Yingguo niande YIngguo wénxii¢ ma?

/b R R ERRECF ?
Did he/she study English literature in England?

Cue Me¢iguo Daxiié

EEXRF

American University

Bu shi, ta shi zai M¢iguo Daxiié niande Yingguo wénxiié.
A, H/MREEERFRRENF,

No, he/she studied English literature in American University.

5. Ta shi zai Jiazhou niande jingjixiié ma?
/ot B TENNINRBVE G 7

Did he/she study economics in California?

Cue Taiwan Daxiié
AN =4
5EKRF

Taiwan University

Bu shi, ta shi zai Taiwan Daxiié niande jingjixiié.
g, M/MEEERFRNETF

No, he/she studied economics in a Taiwan University.

6. Ta shi zai Zhdongguo niande Zhdongguo lishi ma?

b/t R EPEZRRE L L ?

Did he/she study Chinese history in China?

Cue Jiazhou Daxiié
NP AR E

University of California

Bu shi, ta shi zai Jiazhou Daxiié niande Zhongguo lishi.
A, M/ MEEIMMNARFZREFH L,

No, he/she studied Chinese history in the California university.

7. Ta shi zai Jianada niande Zhongwén ma?
fth/ M B ENMZEARRRIFRG ?

Did he/she study the Chinese language in Canada?
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Cue Taiwan
AN
a /=

Taiwan

Bu shi, ta shi zai Taiwan niande Zhongwén.
g, M/ERESE RPN,

No, he/she studied the Chinese language in Taiwan.
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Response drill

Give negative or affirmative responses to all the questions according to the cues.

1.

Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta shi zai Huashéngdun xiiéde Zhongguo hua ma?

ftb/ ot 2 E LRI R R EIES 7

Did he/she study Chinese in Washington?

Huéshéngdun
Fe RN
Washington

Shide, ta shi zai Huashéngdun xiiéde Zhongguo hua.

TR, /R EERMF AP EE,

he/she studied Chinese in Washington.

Ta shi zai Taiwan Daxii¢ niande Zhongguo lishi ma?
fth/ iR 2 EARFRRFEH LG ?

Did he/she study Chinese history in Taiwan University?

Me¢iguo Daxiié
EEKRF

American University

Bu shi, ta shi zai Méiguo Daxiié niande Zhongguo lishi.
e, M/MEREEERFZNHEHL,

No, he/she studied Chinese history at American University.

Ta shi zai daxiié xtiéde Zhongwén ma?
fth/ MR ERF RIS ?

Did he/she learn Chinese in college?

daxié
RF

college

Shide, ta shi zai daxiié xiiéde Zhongwén.
T, /R ERFFRIR,

Yes, he/she learned Chinese in college.
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4. Ta shi zai Taiwan Daxiié niande Zhongguo wénxiié ma?
fth/ B BB AR RAVREFNG ?

Did he/she study Chinese literature at Taiwan University?

Cue Jiazhou Daxiié
0PN AR F

University of California

Bu shi, ta shi zai Jiazhou Daxiié niande Zhongguo wénxiié.

A2, /AR EMMNRERBFEF,

No, he/she studied Chinese literature at the University of California.

5. Ta shi zai Méigué Daxii¢ niande wénxiié ma?
ftb/ Mt R AEEEARFRAIFG 7

Did he/she study literature at American University?

Cue M¢igué Daxiié

EEKRF

American University

Shide, ta shi zai M¢iguo Daxiié niande wénxiié.
T, /R ERERF RN T,

Yes, he/she studied literature at American University

6. Ta shi zai Jiazhou Daxiié niande zheéngzhixiié ma?
RHBGEFNS ?

Did he/she study political science at the University of California?

Cue Taiwan Daxiié
\afr
ZRF

Unlver51ty of Taiwan

Bu shi, ta shi zai Taiwan Daxii¢ niande shéngzhixiié.
e, M/HEEDERFRNEBCER,

No, he/she studied political science at Taiwan University.

7. Tashizai Fégu(’) niande Fawén ma?

Did he/she study French in France?
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Cue M¢igud

=SE

America

Bu shi, ta shi zai M¢iguoé niande Fawén.
R, M/ MEEEEZRIE

No, he/she studied French in University of America.

314



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue

Cue

Cue

Substitution drill

Ni hui shud Yingwén ma?

R R ?

Can you speak English?
Déwén
f=
German
Ni hui shudé Déwén ma?
RIS 7
Can you speak German?
Ni hui shud Déwén ma?
RS ?
Can you speak German?
Riwén
HX
Japanese
Ni hui shud Riwén ma?
RRIRBE G ?
Can you speak Japanese?
Ni hui shud Riwén ma?
R ENS ?
Can you speak Japanese?
Fawén
=X
French

Ni hui shuo Fawén ma?

TRRWES ?

Can you speak French?

Ni hui shué Fawén ma?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

TREWESS ?

Can you speak French?

Ni hui shud Zhdongguo hua ma?

R EIER ?

Can you speak Chinese?

Ni hui shud Zhongguo hua ma?

R HREIER ?

Can you speak Chinese?

Ni hui shud Déguo hua ma?

MR IREEN ?

Can you speak German?

Ni hui shud Déguo ma?

RV AIENES ?

Can you speak German?

Ni hui shud Eguo hua ma?

IR BEENS ?

Can you speak Russian?

Zhdngguo hua

FRENE

Chinese (language)

Déguo hua

RBERE
German (language)

Eguo hua

HENS

Russian (language)
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Combination drill

1. Wo xiié Zhongweén.
HFH

I’m studying Chinese.

Cue Riwén

=B

Japanese

Wo xiié Zhongwén, wo yé xiié Riwén.

RFERX, FWFH

I’m studying Chinese,and I’m studying Japanese too.
2. Wo xiié Fawén.

REFE

I’'m studying French.

Cue ta

it/ 4t

he/she

Wo xii¢ Zhdongwén, ta y¢ xiié Zhongweén.
HFP, /MBS

I’m studying French, and he/she is studying Chinese too.

3. Ta xiié¢ Fawén.
/2t 753

He/she is studying French.

Cue Déwén
7/
TE

/CN

German
Ta xiié¢ Fawén, ta y¢ xii¢ Déwén.
o/ MEES, /it FES

He/she is studying French, and he/she is studying German too.

4. Wo xiié Fawén.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

HFIEX

I’m studying French.

ta

i/t

he/she

Wo xii¢ Fawén, ta y¢€ xiié¢ Fawén.
WFIEX, /Mt EY .

I’m studying French, and he/she is studying French too.

W0 xiié zhéngzhixiié.
Ay VAN — ]
BFBOEF,

I’'m studying political science.

ta

it/ it

he/she

Wo xii¢ zhéngzhixiié, ta y¢ xii¢ zheéngzhixiié.
RFERT, M/MBFEGS,

I’m studying political science, and he/she is studying political science too.

Wo xii¢ zhéngzhixiié.
S AT N/
KFEGF .
I’m studying political science.
jingjixiié
N
Z3F

economics

W0 xiié zhéngzhixiié, wo y¢ xiié jingjixiié.
N AN NI &
RFERE, BREFEFF,

I’m studying political science, and I’m studying economics too.
W0 xii¢ wénxiié.

N A
KFEXF

I’'m studying literature.

lishi
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s

history

Wo xiié¢ wénxiié, wo y¢ xiié lishi.
RFENF, HBFHE,

I’'m studying literature, and I’m studying history too.
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Combination drill

Lin xiangsheng zai Huashéngdun. Ta xié¢guo Fawén.

MIEFEERRT, thFPE

Mr. Lin was in Washington. He studied French.

Lin xiansheng zai Huashéngdun xiiéguo Fawén.

M EFEERIMF T E o

Mr. Lin studied French in Washington.

937 00

=/ VETESEE, # ,b\LE&Z‘a?o

Miss Huang was in America. She studied political science.

=/ MBEEERT B F .

Miss Huang studied political science in America.

Liu taitai zai Jiazhou Daxiié. Ta nianguo jingjixiié.
XARREMMARF . I EFF

Mrs. Lit was in the University of California. She studied economics.

Liti taitai zai Jiazhou Daxiié nidnguo jingjixiié.
XUARRENMNAKF I E 5 Fo

Mrs. Lit studied economics at the University of California.

Song xiansheng zai Méiguo. Ta nianguo lishi.

%%EE?’%O 'T /L,\l__}_%o

Mr. Song was in America. He studied history.

Song xiansheng zai Méiguo nianguo lishi.

R EEEERIHE,

Mr. Song studied history in America.

Ta zai Béijing. Ta xiiéguo Zhongwen.

ftt/grEAL R, Mt/ H

He/she was in B¢ijing. He/she learned Chinese.

Ta zai Béijing xiiéguo zhongwén.

320



Module 2: Biographic Information

ftt/ M EI LR

He/she learned Chinese in Béijing.

Stin xidojié€ zai Jianada. Ta nianguo YIngguo weénxiié.
MVIMBTEINZE R, MREEXF,

Miss Stin was in Canada. She studied English.

Stin xidoji¢ zai Jianada nianguo Yingguo wénxiié.
VNEENZER RS RENF,

Miss Stin studied English in Canada.

Ta zai Zhongguo. Ta nianguo Zhdngguo wénxiié.

ftt/ERE, fth/MRITFEF,

He/she was in China. He/she studied Chinese literature.

Ta zai th')ngguo nianguo Zhdngguo wénxieé.

fth/atE PERE R ESNF,

He/she studied Chinese literature in China.
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Response drill

Give an affirmative or a negative response to each question, according to the
cues.

1. Ni hui shud Yingwén ma?
RRWRG ?
Can you speak English?
Cue xliéguo

S50}
have studied
W6 hui shud yidian.

KB —Ro

I can speak a little.

2. Ni hui shudé Yimgwén ma?
R ERIIG ?
Can you speak English?
Cue méi xiiéguo
Pt 250
haven’t studied
W0 bu hui shuo.

HARo

I can’t speak it.

3. Nihui shudo Zhongwén ma?

R RS ?

Can you speak Chinese?

Cue xliéguo
3
have studied
W6 hui shud yididn.

KB —Ro

I can speak Chinese a little.
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4. Ta hui shuo Déwén ma?

ftt/ M ARG 2

Can he/speak German?

Cue méi xiiéguo
L4
X ﬂ
haven’t studied
Ta bu hui shuo.

fth/ A=W

He cannot speak it.

5. Ni hui shud Riwén ma?

(Ul =D

Can you speak Japanese?

Cue xtiéguo
S5
have studied
W6 hui shud yidian.

ﬁ/ﬁ\—l%_ni\\o

I can speak Japanese a little.

6. Ta hui shud Yingguo hua ma?

ftb/ ot = SREIENS 7

Can he/she speak English?

Cue xliéguo
=50l
have studied
Ta hui shud yidian.

fth/ M =1 — o

He/she can speak a little.

7. Ni hui shuo Fawén ma?
IREWENS ?

Can you speak French?
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Cue méi xiiéguo
NS
=250l

haven’t studied

W6 bu hui shud.
HARWo

I cannot speak it.
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Response drill

Give an affirmative or a negative response to each question, according to the
cues.

l. Ta hui shud Zhdongguo hua ma?

ftb/ = P EIENS 7

Can he/she speak Chinese?

Cue xliéguo
23

have studied

Hui, ta hui shud Zhdongguo hua.
=, /REFEE,

Yes, he/she can speak Chinese.

2. Ta hui shud Zhongguo hua ma?

ftt/ = P EIENS 7

Can he/she speak Chinese?

Cue méi xiiéguo

NATSTN
/ﬁ%ﬂ

haven’t studied

B hui, ta bt hui shud Zhongguo hua.
&, /it R EE,

No, he/she cannot speak Chinese.

3. Ta airen hui shud Fawén ma?

ftb/ a2 A= WEDS ?

Can his/her spouse speak French?

Cue xliéguo
g
have studied
Hui, ta airen hui shud Fawén.
=, /EARTE .

Yes, his/her spouse can speak French.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Ta fuqin hui shud Riwén ma?
fth/at A e =i B SC05 7

Can his/her mother speak Japanese?

méi xiiéguo
pd= 20
haven’t studied
Bu hui, ta fuqin b hui shud Riwén.
TI— /_\ N
A A=W H

No, his/her mother cannot speak Japanese.

Li t(’)ngzhi hui shud Déwén ma?

/L;\K-LEET ;ZD% ?

Can Comrade Li speak German?

méi xiiéguo
Naf=""
X5 0l
haven’t studied

Bu hui, Li tongzhi bu hui shud Déwén.

\/ﬁ\) /L:\Z_K-LEE /L;\YO

No, Comrade Li cannot speak German.

Wa’mg tongzhi hui shué Yingwén ma?
FIERURIS ?
Can Comrade Wang speak English?

xliéguo
=501

have studied

Hui, Wang téngzhi hui shud Yingwén.

E; EH/@\E]&EQ&YO

Yes, Comrade Wang can speak English.

Chén tongzhi hui shud Fawén ma?

PRRIE = A3 ?

Can Comrade Chén speak French?

326



Module 2: Biographic Information

Cue xliéguo
2o

have studied

Hui, Chén tongzhi hui shud Fawén.
=, BRRERWEN .

Yes, Comrade Chén can speak French.
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Unit 8

Introduction

Topics covered in this unit

. More on duration phrases.

. The marker le for new situations in negative sentences.
. Military titles and branches of service.

. The marker ne.

. Process verbs.

Material you will need

. The C-1 and P-1 tapes, the Reference List and Reference Notes.
. The C-2 and P-2 tapes, the Workbook.

. The 8D-1 tape.
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References

Reference List

Ni jintian hai you ké ma?

RS RIEBIRG ?

Do you have any more classes today?
Meéiyou ke le.

RBERT o

I don’t have any more classes.

Ni conggian nian Yingwén nianle duo jit?
TRIMBIRRIORT ZA 7
How long did you study English?
W0 nian Yingwén nianle liinian.
%‘Z//b\ﬂgﬁéilu\ T ﬁﬁzo

I studied English for six years.

Ni xianzai nian shénme ne?
(R R T AR ?

What are you studying now?

W06 nian Fawén ne.

HREX

I’m studying French.

Ni nian Fawén nianle duo jiu le?

T Wp\/fi/ﬂ? 57&7 7

How long have you studying French?
W0 nianle yinian le.

%‘K_ul_,\ T _EE T o

I’ve have been studying it for one year.
Ni hui xi¢ Zhdongguo zi ma?
RRBEHREFN ?

Can you write Chinese characters?

Hui yidian.
AN
I~ /\5\\ o

I can a little.
Qiinian wo hai bd hui xié.
EEFEBEFEE,

Last year, I couldn’t write them.

329



Module 2: Biographic Information

Xianzai wo hui xi¢ yidian le.
WERERE—RTo
Now, I can write a little.

Ni fuqin shi jiinrén ma?
RRFEEEANE?
Is your father a military man?
Shi, ta shi haijin jlinguan.
=, WEBEEE,
Yes, he is a naval officer.

W0 jintian bu lai le.
KRERAKT

I’m not coming today.

W0 bing le.

BIRT o

I’'m sick.

Jintian héo le méiyou?
SXRIFTRE?

Are you better today? (Are you recovered?)

Jintian hao le.

SR T o

Today I’m better.
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kongjiin
lujan
shibing
zuo shi
Déwén
bing
Déwén
Fawén
haijlin
jlinguan
jinrén
ke

xi¢

VAl

sl
s

B ZE
=&
(&S

&

J0N

i

J0N

B

SFdm S 4 4H]
> m}

Vocabulary

Air Force

army

enlisted man

to work

German language
to become ill
German language
French language
navy

military officer
military person
class

to write

character
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Reference Notes

Notes on Ne1

l. A: Nijmtian hai you ké ma? Tﬂ?/%\% r E Do you have any more classes to-
N day?
R 7
B: Mc¢iyou ke le. \;QEI% T, I don’t have any more classes.

99 <

Hai, “additionally,” “also”: You have already learned the word hai used as an adverb meaning “still.”
In this exchange you learn a second way to use hai.

Ni hai xidng z6u ma?
TREIEES ?
Ni hai yao xiié shénme?

TREERTA 7

Mé¢i you...le: You will remember that in the negative of a completed action, méi or méiyou replaces
the completion marker le—is never used together with it.

Do you still want to leave?

What else do you want to study?

Ta lai le.
He came.
ftt k| To
Ta méi(you) lai.
N He did not come.
ftt | = S

In the sentence Méiyou ke le, le is a new-situation marker, and méiyou is simply the negative of the
full verb you. (Remember that the verb you is always made negative with méi, never with bi.)

B you ke le. Now he has class. [Due to a change in the
'TJ@ El% To schedule, he now has class at this time.]
Ta méi- you ke le.

R N He doesn’t have any more classes.
'ﬂij, 7% E I T

Bu...le/méiyou...le: When the marker le for new situations is used with a negative verb, there are two
possible meanings:

1. one is that something that was supposed to happen is now not going to happen.
2. the other is that something that was happening is not happening anymore.

Thus the following sentence is ambiguous:

Ta bi 14i le. ‘ He is not coining now. [Either he was expected to come but changed
1@7{:;& T ‘ his mind, or he used to come at this time but now has stopped.]

In the context of a conversation, the meaning of the sentence would become clear.
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Here are more examples with the “anymore” meaning:

Ta ba nian shi le. He is not going to study anymore.[He

{.mjf://va:':j To will no longer attend college. ]
Ta bt shi wo de péngyou le.
N He is not my friend anymore.
HAREBIARR T -
Méi you le.

There is no more.

BB T o
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Notes on Ne2

2. A: Nicéngqian nian Yingwén nian- 'T;]_'\ A A%—{]@ E& How long did you study English?
le du¢ jiu? 2
RI%
A7
B: W0 nian Yingwén nianle litinidn. 3’;\2//?\\ E&Y@ I studied English for six years.

TNFo

More on duration: In Unit 6 of this module, you learned to express duration in a sentence with no
object (W0 zai Xiangang zhule liuge yii¢ le. ). In this unit, you learn one way to express the duration of
an activity which involves using both a verb and an object (e.g. “studying economics”). In such cases,

the verb appears twice in the sentence: first when the object is stated, and again when the duration
is stated.

Ta nian jingjixiié, nianle yinian.

He studied economics for one year.
AL IS4 A
'ﬂﬂzg’\éll) T oA ﬂETo

Ta xii¢ Zhongguo hua, xii¢le sange yii¢ le.

tFHREE, FT=7TH7.

He has been studying Chinese for three months.

Notice that aspect markers do not occur after the first verb in each sentence, but only after the second
verb and at the end of the second sentence.
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Notes on Ne3

3. A: Nixianzai nian shénme ne? 'T;T\ EJHL,EA'H‘ What are you studying now?

/B\
K ?
B: Wo¢ nian Fawén ne. ﬁ@;ﬁ;‘z I’m studying French.

Ne is an aspect marker used to emphasize the fact that something is in progress. With action verbs,
ne indicates that the action is going on.

With state verbs, ne shows that the state exists. With some process verbs, ne indicates that the process
is going on. Ne may not be used with certain process verbs. (See also notes on No. 8, about verbs.)
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Notes on N2e4-5

4. A: Ninian Fawén nianle duo jiu le? ,T s \ﬁ,:iisz@ How long have you studying

B: W0 nianle yinian le.

5. A: NI hui xi€ Zhongguo zi ma?

B: Hui yidian.

French?

TEAT?
R T —5F
7o

I’ve have been studying it for one
year.

Can you write Chinese charac-

ReEHE

ters?
=g ?
AN i
== I can a little.

Xié Zhongguo zi: The verb xi€, “to write” can occur with specific objects, such as Zhdongguo zi, as
well as with the general object zi. The combination xi¢ zi can mean either “to write characters” or

simply “to write.”

Ta xiang xii¢ Zhongguo zi.

B HE

He wants to learn to write Chinese characters.

Xiao didi sisui le, yijing hui xi€ zi le.

Little younger brother is four

NBBEEN T, BEEREF T

years old and already can write.

In the reply Hui yidian, hui is used as a main verb—not as an auxiliary verb, as in the question.

As a main verb, hui means “to have the skill of,” “to have the knowledge of,” “to know.”

W6 hui Yingwén.

(R o

‘ I know English.
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Notes on N26

6. A: Qunidn wo hai b hui xi¢. ﬁiﬁ TR Last year, I couldn’t write them.
=5
B: Xianzai wo hui xi¢ yidian le. E)'WE@Z%\E Now, I can write a little.
_ /||£\\ T (e]

Qunian wo hai bt hui xié.: Notice that here it is the auxiliary verb hui, not the verb xi¢, that is made
negative. Auxiliary verbs such as hui and xiang are STATE verbs and so are made negative with the
prefix bu, regardless of whether the context is past, present, or future.

Xianzai wo hui xi¢ yidian le.: The marker used is le for new situations. It is always placed at the end
of a sentence.

The time word xianzai comes at the beginning of the sentence here. Most time words of more than
one syllable may come either before or after the subject, but in either case before the verb.
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Notes on N27-8

7. A: NI fuqin shi jlinrén ma? Tﬂ?ﬁi%% = Is your father a military man?
A5 ?
B: Shi, ta shi haijin jinguan. 2 HEE Yes, he is a naval officer.
EEE,
8. A: W0 jmtian bu lai le. ﬁ/ﬁ—\%x% I’m not coming today.
To
B: Wo bing le. ﬁfﬁ_ To I’m sick.

The verb bing, “to get sick,” “to become ill,” is a process verb; that is the activity described includes
some changes in the situation. Process verbs tell of an action which has caused a change from one
state to another, as from whole to broken (“to break”) and from frozen to melted (“to melt”). Bing
is typical of process verbs: not only is an action described (coming down with an illness) but also a
resulting state (being ill). Because of this typical combination, process verbs are sometimes thought
of as combining the semantic characteristics of action and state verbs.

One of the main purposes of talking about verbs in terms of action, state, and process is to draw
attention to the fact that the Chinese way of expressing something may not correspond to the English.

For instance,

“I am sick” in Chinese is W0 bing le. (“I have gotten sick™). For “I am not sick,” you say W6 méi
bing. (“I didn’t get sick™).

Process verbs are always made negative with méi regardless of whether you are referring to past,
present, or future.

Ni bing le méiyou?
TR TRE?
Meéiyou. W6 méi bing.
BH. R Ro

(State verbs are always made negative with bu.)

Are you sick?

No. I’m not sick.

Another reason for putting verbs into categories according to the type of meaning is to discover how
verbs behave in sentences. Knowing whether a verb is in the action, state, or process category, you
will know what aspect markers and negatives may be used with that verb. In the following charts, an
X mark means that this combination of verb and aspect occurs in the language.

Aspect Markers
Completion le Combined le New-situation le
Action X X X
Verbs State X
Process X X X

Examples:6

®Most of the time you can figure out from a verb’s meaning the semantic category in which that verb belongs. However, process verbs may
not be so predictable.
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Action

Ta zudtian gongzuo le.

tFER TR 7o

He worked yesterday. (completion le)

Ta yijing l4i le.

thELKT,

He has already come. (combined le)

Gége xianzai nian daxiié¢ le.

HUEFERFT o

Older brother goes to college now. (new-situation le)*

State

Ta xianzai hui xi€ zi le.

MIEREF 7,

He can write now. (new-situation le)

Process

Ta zuobtian bing le.

FERIE T o

He got sick yesterday. (completion le)

Ta xianzai bing le.

IR T o

He is sick.(combined le)

Ta bingle yige yii€ le.

w7 —1TH 7T,

He has been sick for one month now.
(new-situation le) and completion le)

In affirmative sentences containing action verbs, the marker le for new situations is used to describe a change in a general habit

Verbs
Action State Process
bu X X
Negation méi(you)—negation of completion le X X
hai méi—negation of combined le X X
Examples:
Ta bu nian shi.
He doesn’t (isn’t going to) study
1@ Z: JON :E-’ (0]
Ta méi nian sha.
Action He didn’t study.
TJ@ /oA :Fb o
Ta hai méi nian shi.
— He hasn’t studied yet,
'ﬂij: :LZ_:_ I :B o
State Ta qlinian bu xiang nian shi.
N Last year, she didn’t want to study.
EERER T,
Ta jintian méi bing.
He is not sick today.
'ﬂij/ /X o
Process e—
Ta hai méi hao.
He hasn’t yet recovered.
IR 2o

Notice that only action verbs use the whole range of negatives to mark the negative of future or present
action, completed action, or new situations. State verbs use the negative prefix bu even when referring
to past states. Process verbs use the negative prefix méi even when referring to something in the

present.
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If you find a verb occurring with a negative or an aspect marker you had not expected, you might
discuss with your teacher how the verb behaves in terms of these charts. You might discover that what
you thought was a state verb is actually a process verb, or vice versa.

Notes on N29

9. A: Jntian hdo le méiyou? %9{?%7 \;Q Are you better today? (Are you
recovered?)
87
B: Jmtian hao le. /7—\95§¥T o Today I'm better.

Jintian hao le.: Hao is one of many state verbs which can become process verbs. When such a verb
becomes a process verb, it takes on a different meaning. While the state verb hao means “to be good”
or “to be well,” the process verb hdo means “to get better,” “to recover.” Compare these sentences:

Ta héo.

it o

Ta zudtian bing le. Ta jintian yijing hao le.

He’s in good health.

Yesterday he became sick. To-

MFERIE T, MEKEZRH T, day he is already recovered.

The difference between the state verb hdo and the process verb hédo is even more evident in negative
sentences. State verbs, as you remember, are made negative only with bu. Process verbs are made
negative only with méi or hai méi.
Ta bu hao.
A
Ta hai méi hao.
Ay QAL
ﬂﬂ]ﬂi /xﬁo

It can be difficult to remember that bing and hdo, sometimes translated as “to be sick” and “to be
better,” are actually process verbs in Chinese, not state verbs.

He’s not good. [He’s not a good person. |

He hasn’t yet recovered. [He is still sick.]

The English sentence “I am better (recovered)” translates as Wo héo le. (“I have become well”) and
would be incorrect without the le.

Jintian hao le méiyou? Questions may be formed from statements containing completion le or com-
bined le by adding méiyou at the end of the statements.

You will learn more about forming questions in the first unit of the next module.
Ta laile méiyou?
MR TRE ?

Ni haole méiyou?

R 788 7

Did he come?

Are you recovered (from your illness)?
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Drills

Response drill

Ta jintian hai you ké ma?
fth /95 RIEBIRG ?

Does he have any more class today?

Ta méiyou ke le.
fth/ 2B IR T o

He doesn’t have any more classes.

Ta jintian hai 1ai ma?
ftb/ ot 5 RiE RS 2

Is he/she still coming today?

Ta b i le.
/bR T o

He/she is not coming.

Ta xianzai hai hui shud Zhdongguo hua ma?

/IR = R ERENS 7

Does he/she still speak Chinese now?

Ta b hui shué Zhongguo hua le.

fth/ AR W HFEE T -

He/she can’t speak Chinese anymore.

Ta xianzai hai you Zhongguo shii ma?
fto/ I AL R E B ?

Does he/she still have Chinese books now?

Ta méiyou Zhongguo shi le.

fth/ MR B HES T

He/she has no more Chinese books anymore.

Ta hai nian lishi ma?
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ftb/ oI R Seg 2

Does he/she still study history?

Ta b nian lishi le.
/AN RAET o

He/she doesn’t study history anymore.

Ta xianzai hai zai kongjliin gongzuod ma?
/IR EZETE TS 7

Is he/she still working in the Air Force?

Ta b zai kongjlin gongzuo.
o/ ATEZEE TR,

He/she does not work in the Air Force anymore.

Ta xianzai hai xiang zou ma?
it/ MR BREDT 7

Does he/she still want to leave now?

Ta bu xidng zou le.
/A A EE T o

He/she doesn’t want to go anymore.
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Expansion drill

Ta congqian nian lishi.
ft/ 4t BRI 2o

He/she formerly studied history.

Ta congqian nian lishi, xianzai bl nian le.
fth/ M MBIRASE, WEFRRT o

He/she formerly studied history, but now he/she doesn’t anymore.

Ta congqgian nian sha.
fth/ 4t AT o

He/she used to study.

Ta congqian nian shi, xianzai bu nian le.
ﬂij/é@}/\ Bl /|_,\:E' b E)ﬂ EZ:/I_:\

He/she used to study, now he/she doesn’t anymore.

Ta conggian zai Ijlin zud shi.
/4t MBI TEFE ZE 1 EE

He/she used to be in the Army.

Ta conggian zai lujin zuod shi, xianzai bt zai lujiin zuo shi le.
/M NBITTERLFE 1SS, WEPERERET .

He/she used to be in the Army, but he/she doesn’t anymore.

Ta congqian bu hui.

ftt/ A BT =0

He/she used to not.

Ta congqian bu hui, xianzai hui le.
/MBI R, WERT -

He/she used to not, but now he/she does.
Ta congqgian bu zhidao.
(N NEIRISSIER

He/she never knew before.

Ta congqian bu zhidao, xianzai zhidao le.
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ftt/ b NBTARE, IWAEFET o

He/she never knew before, but he/she knows now.

Tade Zhongwén congqian bu hén hao.

fto /A ST BT RS

He/she wasn’t very good at Chinese.

Tade Zhongwén congqidn bu hén hdo, xianzai hén hao le.
ftb/ et S ETAREY, IERL 7o

He/she wasn’t very good at Chinese, but he/she is now.

Ta congqian hui shudé Faguo hua.
fth/ st NBT =1 A El

He/she used to speak French.

Ta congqian hui shud Fagud hua, xianzai bu hui le.
/BT EEE, WEPRT o

He/she used to speak French, now he/she doesn’t.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Transformation drill

Ta nianguo zhéngzhixiié.

ftt/ RSB F o

He/she has studied political science.

dus jit
ZA

how long

Ta nian zhéngzhixiié, nianle duo jiu?
/M REORT, RTZA?

How long did he/she study political science?

Ta nianguo jingjixiié.
/H’i_j//ﬁ /L,\LQZ\) T—+o

He/she has studied economics.

jinian
JLE

how many years

Ta nian jingjixiié, nianle jinian?
fth/MREFFE, RTTLVE?

How many years did he/she study economics?

Ta nianguo Zhongguo wénxiié.

'ﬂij;/tl /L_;\J\__q:l .;Z%o

He/she has studied literature.

dud jiti
ZA

how long
Ta nian Zhdngguo wénxiié, nianle dud jiu?
/M RRENE, RTZA?

How long did he/she study literature?

Ta xtiéguo Riwén.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

fth/ I B ?

He/she has learned Japanese.

jige yiie
JLT R

how many months

Ta xiié Riwén, xtiéle jige ytie?
fth/ M= H, 2TV TRA?

How many months did he/she learn Japanese?

Ta zai kongjiin zuoguo shi.

ftt/MEZEEHI S

He/she has worked in the Air Force.

dud jitt
=N

how long

Ta zai kongjin zuo shi, zuodle dud jiti?
fth/ M EZE TS, T 2R 7

How long did he/she work in the Air Force?

Ta nianguo Zhongguo lishi.

ftb/ ot 2T R EH

He/she has studied Chinese history.

duo jiu
EZN
how long
Ta nian Zhongguo lishi, nianle duo jiu?
/M RRERE, RTZA?
How long did he/she study history?
Ta nianguo Yingguo wénxiié.
/i 2o R E S
He/she has studied English literature.
jinian
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JLE

how many years

Ta nian Yinggud wénxiié, nianle jinian?
/M RREXF, RTJLE?

How many years did he/she study literature?
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Transformation drill

Ta xianzai nian lishi.
/eI E R o

He/she is studying history now.

duo jiu
EZN
how long
Ta nian lishi, nianle dud jiu le?
fth/ s RAsE, RTZAT ?
How long has he been studying history?
Ta xianzai xtié Riwén.
/A ELTE S H 3o
He/she is studying Japanese now.
jige yiié

JV'NH

how many months

Ta xiié Riwén, xtiéle jige yiie?
fth/ i H, ZTIUTRA?

How many months has he been studying Japanese?

Ta xianzai nian Yingwén.
/A BT R R o

He/she is studying English now.

jige yuie
JLNB

how many months

Ta nianle Yingwén, nianle jige yii¢ le?

fth/ MR TR, RTIVDAT ?

How many months has he been studying English?

Ta xianzai zai hdijiin zuo shi.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

fto/ MM EBEM S

He/she is now working in the Navy.

jinian
L&

how many years

Ta zai haijfin zud shi, zuole jinian le?
fth/ MBS, FTJLET ?

How many years has he been working in the Navy?

Ta xianzai xii¢ Zhongguo hua.

ftt/ I EF R EE,

He/she is learning Chinese now.

dud jitt
=N

how long

Ta xii¢ Zhongguo hua, xii¢le duo jiu le?

fth/ s EE, FTEAT?

How long has he/she been learning Chinese?

Ta xianzai zai 1jiin zuo shi.
/M I EE P 1SS

He/she is working in the Army now.

jinian
JLE

how many years

Ta zai 10jiin zuo shi, zudle jinian le?

ft/MEREENSE, F7JLET ?

How many years has he/she been working in the Army?
Ta xianzai zai yinhang zuo shi.
ftb/ MM AETE IR TN SS

He/she is working in a bank now.

jinian
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JLE

how many years

Ta zai yinhang zuo shi, zuole jinian le?

fth/ MRS, (FrJLET ?

How many years has he/she been working in the bank?
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Transformation drill

1. Ta xianzai hai nian lishi ne.
/ot I IR R Lo

He/she is still studying history.

Cue dué jiu
EZN

how long

Ta nian lishi, hai xidng nian dud jiu?
/M RH L, ERRZA 7

How much longer is he/she going to study history?

2. Ta xianzai hai nian Zhdongguo wénxiié¢ ne.
/IR R R E SR,

He/she is still studying Chinese literature.

Cue dud jiu
EZN

how long

Ta nian Zhongguo wénxii¢, hai xidng nian duo jiu?
/P ERSE, EERZA 7

How much longer is he/she going to study Chinese literature?

3. Ta xianzai hai xiié Riwén ne.
f /st I L F H Ve

He/she is still learning Japanese.

Cue jige yuie
JLNR

how many months
Ta xiié Riwén, hai xiang xiié jige yiie?
/= H>E, ERBZJLA 7

How much longer is he/she going to learn Japanese?

4. Ta xianzai hai zai lujiin zuo shi ne.
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ftb/ A B IR PR I SR O

He/she is still working for the Army.

Cue dud jiu
EN

how long

Ta zai Ijfin zud shi, hai xidng zud duo jii?
fth/ M EFEFE IS, BN A Y

How long is he/she going to work in the army?

5. Ta xianzai hai xii¢ Zhongguo hua ne.

ftt/ IR F R EIEDE,

He/she is still learning Chinese.

Cue duod jin
ZA

how long

Ta xii¢ Zhongguo hua, hai xiang xii¢ duo jiu?
/M FAREE , ERFZA 7

How long is he/she going to learn Chinese?

6. Ta xianzai hai nian zhéngzhixiié ne.
/b INEE RBOE R,

He/she is still studying political science.

Cue dud jiu
EZN

how long

Ta nian zhéngzhixiié, hai xiang nian du6 jiu?
ﬂﬂ/t@/u %ﬁ? ) L?FE\ oA 9% ?

How long is he/she going to study political science?
7. Ta xianzai hai nian jingjixiié ne.
/A IR IR R F e

He/she is still studying economics.

Cue dud jiu
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E/N

how long

Ta nian jingjixiié, hai xiang nian duo jiu?
fth/ M RE5F, ERRRZA Y

How long is he/she going to study economics?
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Transformation drill

Ta xianzai nian lishi.
/s INAE R

He is studying history now.

Ta nian lishi, nianle dud jit le?
fth/ MR AsE, RTZAT ?

How long has he studied history?

Ta nianguo lishi.
/ot R [ 52

He studied history.

Ta nian lishi, nianle dud jiu?
fth/ MR AsE, KT XA ?

How long did he study history?

Ta xianzai hai nian lishi.
o/ IR o

He/she is still studying history.

Ta nian lishi, hai xiang nian dud jiu?
fth/ iR sE, ERRZA 7

How long does he/she plan to study history?

Ta xianzai nian Zhongguo wénxiié.
/A BT R P E S

He/she is now studying Chinese literature.

Ta nian Zhongguo wénxiié, nianle dud jiu le?
Tm/&m/p\EFl;IZ?) /U\ 57%7 7

How long has he/she been studying Chinese literature?

Ta nianguo Zhongguo weénxiié.

it/ S0 FREISC

He/she has studied Chinese literature.

Ta nian Zhongguo wénxiié¢, nianle duo jiu?
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10.

/MR PEXE, RTZA?

How long did he/she study Chinese literature?

Ta zianzai hai nian Riwén.
M/ d I FE R 2 B 3o

He/she is still studying Japanese.

Ta nian Riwén# hai xidng nian dué jii?
/AR B, RERE ?

How long does he/she plan to study Japanese?

Ta nianguo Riwén.

/4t H o

He/she has studied Chinese.

Ta nian Riwén, nianle duo jiu?
/AR A, RTZA?

How long has he/she been studying Japanese?

Ta xtiéguo Yingwén.

ftb/ ot 3RS

He/she has learned English.

Ta xiié Yingwén, xii¢le du6 jiu?
fth/ MR, PTHA?

How long has he/she been learning English?

Ta xianzai hai xii¢ Yingwén.
it/ IE FER

He/she is still learning English.

Ta xiié Yingwén, hai xidng xiié duo jiu?
/AR, MBFZAR 7

How long does he/she plan to learn English.
Ta xianzai zai kongjin zuo shi.
fth/ A IME E ZE IS,

He/she now works for the Air Force.

Ta zai kongjlin zuo shi, zuodle dud jiu le?
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fth/MEZEEME, MTZAT?

how long has he/she been working for the Air Force?
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Expansion drill

Wo xi€ zi le.

KEFTo

I wrote.

W0 xié€ zi le, ta méi xié€ zi.
REFT, fh/gEw,

I wrote, he/she didn’t write.

Wo dong le.

HIET o

I understood.

Wo dong le, ta méi dong.

WIET, fth/arRIE,

I understood, he/she didn’t.

Wo ldi le.
WRT o

I came.

W ldi le, & méi ldi.
BRT, /iR,

I came, he/she didn’t.

W0 zou le.

%‘2%70

I left.

W0 z0u le, ta méi zou.
RET, MRE,

I left, he/she didn’t.
W0 zuo le.
BT,

I sat.

WO zuo le, ta méi zuo.
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HELT, MR,

I sat, he/she didn’t.

Wo ting le.

HERT o

I listened.

W0 ting le, ta méi ting.

WER T, Mt/ MrRES,

I listened, he/she didn’t.

W0 xiié le.

HFETo

I learned.

WO xiié le, ta méi xiié.
RFET, hrF.
I learned, he/she didn’t.
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Response drill

Ta xié le ma?

ftt/ s E 705 2

Did he/she write?

Ta hai méi xié.
fth/ iR B,

He/she still hasn’t written.

Ta lai le ma?

ftb/ otk 705 2

Did he/she come?

Ta hai méi lai.
/B % Ko

He/she still hasn’t come.

Ta hido le ma?

ftb/ ool 705 2

Did he/she get better?

Ta hai méi hio.
/2324 o

He/she still hasn’t got better.

Ta dong le ma?

fth/slE 1705 2

Did he/she understand?

Ta hai méi dong.
fth/pth iR % 1,

He/she still hasn’t understood.

Ta zou le ma?

ftb/othE 705 2

Did he/she leave?

Ta hai méi zou.
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it/ AR TE

He/she still hasn’t left?

Ta ting le ma?

ftt/otalr 705 27

Did he/she listen?

Ta hai méi ting.
it/ At R o

He/she still hasn’t listened?

Ta xiié le ma?

ftb/ o= 705 7

Did he/she learn?

Ta hai méi xiié,
it/ ot IR R F

He/she still hasn’t learned.
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Response drill

Ta congqgian ba hui xi€ Zhongguo zi. Xianzai ne?
/MBI EREF, JER?

In the past he/she couldn’t write Chinese characters. And now?

Ta hai bu hui xi¢ Zhongguo zi.
ftt/ AR ERE,

He/she still can’t write Chinese characters.

Ta conggian bu xiang xiié Riwén. Xianzai ne?
/e BTN BFE A ITEDR 7

In the past he/she didn’t want to learn Japanese. And now?

Ta hai bu xiang xiié Riwén.
ftt/ IR A8F B S

He/she still doesn’t want to learn Japanese.

Ta congqgian b nian lishi. Xianzai ne?
/MBI RS, IIEDE 2

In the past he/she didn’t learn history. And now?

Ta hai b nian lishi,
/RN R o

He/she still doesn’t learn history.

Ta conggian bu dong Fawén. Xianzai ne?
fth/ it NBITARE A ITEDE ?

In the past he/she didn’t understand French. And now?

Ta hai bt dong Fawén
fth/ IR N A

He/she still doesn’t understand French.
Tamen congqian méiyou haizi. Xianzai ne?
/M IMNERE T IMTEE ?

In the past he/she didn’t have children. And now?

Tamen hai méiyou haizi.
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ftb/ o IR B = F

He/she still doesn’t have any children.

Ta congqgian bl hui shud Déguo hua. Xianzai ne?
/M NBT A IR EETE o IFENE ?

In the past he/she couldn’t speak German. And now?

Ta hai bt hui shud Déguo hua,
/A 2 B E o

He/she still doesn’t speak German.

Ta congqian bu xiang xii¢ Yingwén. Xianzai ne?
ftt/ M AR EF 5, FLTENR ?

In the past he/she didn’t want to learn English. And now?

Ta hai bu xiang xiié Yingwén.
/RN AR R TS

He/she still doesn’t want to learn English.
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Cue

Cue

Cue

Cue

Transformation drill

Ta congqgian ba hui xi€ Zhdngguo zi.
ftt/ M NBI AR B HREF,

In the past, he/she couldn’t write Chinese characters.
now he/she can

Ta congqian bu hui xié, xianzai hui xi¢ le.
/MBI RE, WERE 7o

In the past, he/she couldn’t write, now he/she can.

Ta congqian hui xi¢ Zhdngguo zi.
ftt/ M NI =B R EF,

In the past he/she could write Chinese characters
no longer
Ta congqian hui xi¢, xianzai ba hui xi¢ le.
o/ MMBTRS, EFRET
In the past he/she could write, now he/she can’t.
Ta conggian bu hui xi¢ Zhongguo zi.
/MBI FRERER,
In the past he/she couldn’t write Chinese characters.
still can’t
Ta congqgian bu hui xi¢, xianzai hai ba hui xié.
/MBI RE, WEEFRE,
In the past he/she couldn’t write, now he/she still can’t.
Ta congqgian bu dong Fawén.
it/ MBI B
In the past he/she didn’t understand French.

now he/she can

Ta conggian bu dong, xianzai dong le.
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ftt/ MBI E, WEET

In the past he/she didn’t understand, now he/she can.

5. Ta congqgian dong Fawén.

ftt/ M MBI 7 3o

In the past he/she did understand French.
Cue no longer

Ta congqgian dong, xianzai bu dong le.
fth/METE, WEFET o

In the past he/she did understand, now he/she cannot anymore.

6. Ta conggian bu dong Fawén.
fth/ 4 NBT AT E o

In the past he/she didn’t understand French.
Cue still can’t

Ta congqgian bu dong, xianzai hai bu dong.
/R E, IMEERE,

In the past he/she didn’t understand, now he/she still can’t.

7. Ta congqgian bu xiang xiié Yingwén.
ftt/ s METAN B F 5o

In the past he/she didn’t want to learn English.
Cue now he/she does

Ta congqgian bu xiang xiié, xianzai xiang xiié le.

/i BT AEZE, MERF T

In the past he/she didn’t want to learn, now he/she wants to.
8. Ta congqian xiang xiié Yingwén.

ftt/ it \BTR 523

In the past he/she did want to learn English.

Cue no longer

Ta congqian xiang xiié, xianzai bu xiang xiié le.

ftt/ MBI, WENEF T,
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Cue

10.

Cue

11.

Cue

12.

Cue

In the past he/she did want to learn, now he/she doesn’t want to anymore.’

Ta congqian bu xiang xiié Yingwén.
ftt/ b BTN ER S

In the past he/she didn’t want to learn English.
still doesn’t

Ta conggian bu xiang xiié, xianzai hai bu xiang xiié.
/MBI AR E, BELRREFE 7,

In the past he/she didn’t want to learn, now he/she still doesn’t want to.

Ta congqian b nian lishi.
/2t BT AR 5o

In the past he/she didn’t study history.
now he/she does

Ta congqian bu nian, xianzai nian le.
ft/MBIR, WAERT -

In the past he/she didn’t study, now she does study.

Ta congqian nian lishi.

ftfth /2t BT 5o

In the past he/she did study history.
no longer

Ta congqian nian, xianzai bu nian le.
/M MBIR, WERNRT

In the past he/she did study, now he/she doesn’t anymore.

Ta congqian bu nian lishi.
fth/ s NBT AR A o

In the past he/she didn’t study history.
still doesn’t
Ta congqian b nian, xianzai hai ba nian.

/A MBI ARR, MR Ro

In the past he/she didn’t study, now he/she still doesn’t.
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