SoC, Unit 5

Unit 5, Review Dialogue

LY Ping (B), Tom (A), and LY Ping'
(D), have just gone to the movie The Dream of the Red Chamber .

s classmate from Taiwan, Wang Chéng
On their way

home, they chat.

B: Tangmi, nY z&nme buU shud hua? How come you aren't talking, Tom?

A: DuibugY, kin zhdige didnying, I'm sorry. Watching this movie
shizai rang rén bu shifu, tebié was really distressing. Especially
shi kén dao neige difangr . . when it got to that part . .

D: Nage difang? Which part?

A:  Jil shi Daiyu sYde shihou . . . The part when Daiyd dies . . .

B: Ng, dul le, Diiyh sYde shihou Mm, right, Daiyl dies just when
zhéng shi Bdoyu jif€hiinde shihou. Bioyu is getting married. At that
Kan dac zh&li, zhén shi ring rén point, I really felt uncomfortable.
h&n bu shifu.

D: NYmen ySu méiyou zhliyiddo, h&n Did you notice, a lot of women
dud nlide kin dao zhége difang started crying when it got to that
ddu k1 1le. part.

A: W3 kindao le. Ai, yBude shihou, Yes. (Sigh) Sometimes I really
w3 zh&nde bl mingbai, wéishenme don't understand why a lot of books
h&n dud shiili h&ishi shud Zhdng- say that there were many advantages
gud chuintdngde da jiating y3Su bu to the traditional Chinese large
shdo hiochu, h@ochu zii nadli? family. What advantages? Just in
Weile biochi da jiatingde chuan- order to preserve the tradition of
t8ng, riang nidnqingde yidai hud- the large family, the younger genera-
zh€ jT¥dai chi name dud kU, zhe tion or generations were made to
Jilt shi da jiatingde hiochl ma? suffer so much. That's the advan-

tage of the large family?

D: Da jidtingde hd3ochi xianzai bu The large family doesn't have many
dud le. NYmen zhTddo Zhdngguode advantages any more. You know, the
da jiating gén 1ishY ydu guanxi. large family has to do with Chinese
Zhonggud shi ndngye sh&hul, shéng- history. China was an agricultural
chdn ddu y&o kdo rénll, shéi jidde society, and production depended on
1801} dud, shéi jidde shénghud Jill manpower. If a family had a larger
hul h8o yldi&n. LY Ping, nY xiZng 1labor force they had a better life.
shl bu shi zhéyang ne? 1Y Ping, do you think that's right?

B: Shi, shl zhéiyangde. Yes, that's right.

A:  Name, xidinz&i qingxing bl tdng But now the situation is different.

*This novel by Cho Xu&qin (17247-176L4) tells of the twilight years of the

Jid family, grown wealthy in the service of QIng Dynasty emperors.

The

story revolves around the spoiled and effeminate young man of the house, Ji&
Bioyl (Precious Jade), and his love for his cousin, Lin Daiyh (Black Jade).
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le, xi&nzii gongshangye fada 1le,
- . » . el bl Ld -
weishenme hai you rén shuo da
jiating hio ne?

D: Da jiatingde guanniin yIjing
y3u jIgianniinde 1ishI le, ydo
g8ibidin t&, xlydo bIjido chéngde
shijign. Dallde qingxing wd bl
qIngchu, Taiwande qIingxing shi
d3 jidting yué 14i yué shdo le.
Suirén Zhonggud rén xYhuan da
jiating, juédé dajiid zhu zai
yiqY, hixiang ySu zhiogu, danshi
gdngshangyé fadd le, gbngzudde
jInul dud le, xi¥o jiating yé&
jiu yud 14i yué dud le.

B:  Xianzai di jiating yue 141 yue
sh8o, z3ohiinde féngsl y& Jiu
méiydu le.

A: Z3Zohiin hé da jiating ySu shénme
guanxi ma?

D: Y3u gudnxi. Zh® zhilyBo® shi léo-

1ide wént{.

B: NY xiZng, z8ohiin, z8o ydu héizi,
Jigli 180ddngli dud, l8orén y& Jiu
kéyi z80 yidiZn dédio zhaogu.

A:  K&shi z&i gOngshangyé shéhulli,
dudshll 18orén dou ydu shouri.
Xisnzdi Taiwan yIjing shi gdng-
shangye shehul, zhéiyangde wénti
y& jiu méiydu le.

B:  Danshi, n¥ bié wingle, dald hai
shi néngye shé&hul, zhaogu lZorén-
de wénti héi shi da wenti, z&o-
hiinde féngs@i y& héishi ySu.

A: . NY dagai ndngcudle ba, ddllde
zhéngfl z&mme hul téngyl rénmen
zjohiin ne?

Now that industry and commerce are
highly developed, why do some people
still say that the large family is
good?

The concept of the large family has
already existed for several thousand
years. Tt'll teke a rather long time
to change it. I don't know about the
situation on the mainland. But on
Taiwan, the situation is that there
are fewer and fewer large families.
Although the Chinese like big families
and think that if everyone lives to-
gether they can take care of each
other, industry and commerce are
flourishing and there are more Jjob
opportunities, so there are more and
more small families.

Now as large families grow fewer
and fewer, the custom of child
marriage will disappear.

Is child marriage related to the
large family?

Yes. It's mainly a question of
labor force.

After all, with child marriage,
children are born sooner, the family
has more work hands, and the old
people can get taken care of sooner.

But in an industrial-commercial
society, most of the old people have
an income. Today Taiwan is already
an industrial-commercial society, so
that kind of problem doesn't exist
there anymore.

But don't forget that the mainland
is still an agricultural society.
Caring for o0ld people is still a big
problem, and the custom of child
marriage still exists there.

You must be misteken. How could
the government on the mainland agree
to let people marry as children?

°zh§xao, "mainly"
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B:

A:

W3 shudde shi ndngefin,l shénme
z8ohlin na, zhdng nén qing ni a,
zhéizhSng shl z8ng shi hé jIngji
bl fadd ydu guanxide.

WS shizai bl xThuan z#ohtun. WS
xifng dudshll z#ohiinde rén houldi-
de shénghud ddu ySu difin wénti.

Tebié shi fund.

Dul le, w3 tIngshudguo zhéiyang
yizhdng shudfi: Zhdngguo finu

méiyou jiéhiin yYqi&n ydo tIng fimi-

de, ji€le hiin d&i tIng zhdngfude,
zhangfu sYle d&i tiIng érzide.
Qfngwen, Zhdngguo finll shénme
shfhou céi néng ydSu tamen zijYde
xifngfd, shénme shihou c&i néng
ySu yldi&nr zlydu ne?

b o N -~ P » s W
Ou, xianz&ai meiyou ren Jiang
zhéixie le.

Suirédn méiyou rén ji&ng, ké&shi
zh&izh¥ng chufntdng sIxiZng3 haéi-
shi ydu a!

NY shudde y& ydu daolY, haishi
ngjd hua, jY¥qidnniande 1l#o
guannian bG shi h&n kudi kéyi
géibiande.

Ng, bligud w8 xifng, dalb y&
h&o, Taiwan y& hio, jishinién
18i 4Su ySule h&n dade g#ibidn,
finfide diwei y¥ ddu ydule tigz‘a’.o,’4
chuéntngde guannién y& zdi bidn.

Ng, zhdyidiZn w3 tdngyl.

I'm talking about rural areas,
Things like child marriage or regard-
ing males as superior to females
always have to do with an undeveloped
economy.

I really don't like child marriage.
I think that most people who are
merried as children have problems
later on in life.

Especially women.

Right. I've heard a saying to the
effect that before a Chinese woman gets
married she has to obey her parents,
after she gets married she has to obey
her husband, and after her husband
dies she has to obey her son. I ask
you, when will Chinese women be able
to think for themselves? When will
they be able to have a little freedom?

Nobody is strict about those customs
anymore.

Nobody is strict about them,
but the traditional thinking is still
there!

That's right. It's still the same
old story. Ideas which are several
thousand years old can't be changed
very quickly.

Yeah, but I think that both the
mainland and Taiwan have undergone
big changes in the past few decades.
The status of women has improved,
and traditional ideas are changing.

Mm, that I agree with.

lnéngcﬁn, "rural area" (See Unit 6)

2

- X .. == .
Zhongguo flinu méiyou ji€hiin yIqidn y#o tIng fimide:

-

yIgian is completely equivalent to jiShiin yY¥qi&n "before getting married".
2

The méiyou does not change the meaning.
tIng fUmide hud,

3s

i

Ixiang,

tigao, "raise, improve(ment)"

d

"thought, thinking"

(1) méiyou jiéhiin

TIng fimide is equivalent to

"to obey one's parents."
(See Life in China module, Unit L)
(See Traveling in China module, Unit 2)
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B: HZo, women dio ji& le. Wang Okay, we are at my house. Come
Chéng jinqu zudzuo ba! in for a while, Wéng Chéng, okay?
D: Hio, jJinqu yixia. Okay, I'1l come in for a while.
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