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Lesson 3

Lesson Ne3
MEEYING MPEOPLE
VYPOK Ne 3

JHAKROMGTERO

JlaBaiiTe mo3HAKOMMMCSH !

There is no secret to greeting people in Russian. It can be as simple as 3apaBcTByiiTe/3apaBcTByii!
Like "Hello" in English, you can use this greeting at any time of the day and with nearly anyone.
Keep in mind, however, that you will use this expression only once in the day. If you meet again later,
you should greet each other using a different expression. You may use Jo6poe yrpo! Good morning!
Jlo6psiii aenn! Good afternoon! or Io6psii Beuep! Good evening! depending on the time of day.
More informal greetings such as Ipuset! Hi! or the very slangy Camor! Hey! are also possible, but
you should be careful when, and with whom you use these.

As we do in English, you might ask someone you know how he/she is doing: Kak mosuBaere? How
are you? Kax aena? How are things (going)? Possible responses are Xopomo Fine; HopmaibsHo As
usual; Huuero O.K. Unlike Americans, whose response to these questions is often nothing more than
a polite Tine, thanks." Russians may take the time to tell you the whole truth!

Jlo ceupanus Good bye! (literally: "Until our next meeting.") will work in all situations when saying
good-bye. You may also use: Bcero xopomero; Beero mo6poro! All the best. [Toka! See ya! or Bye!
is more casual and you should be careful when you use it, and with whom.

HELLO!

3npascTByiiTe! Hello!
Jlo6poe yTpo! Good morning!
I[d6pbn”4 JIeHb! Good afternoon!
Jlo6psiii Beuep! Good evening!
Ipuser! Hi!

HOW ARE YOU?
Kak noxmupaere? How are you?
Kax >xuBére? How's life?
Kaxk nena? How are things (going)?

WHEN THINGS ARE GOING WELL
Criacu60, XOpoIIo. Fine, thanks.

Ipekpacuo!! Excellent.
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Huuero.

Tak cebe.

ITnoxo.

HesaxHo.

Jlo cBuanus!
CriokoiHO# HouH!
Ioka!

Jlo 3aBrpa!

Bcero xopormero!

Bcero m1o6poro!

WHEN THINGS ARE OK

WHEN THINGS ARE GOING BADLY

OK.

So so.

Bad.
Not very well.

GOOD BYE!

Good-bye.

Good night.

Bye! See you!

See you tomorrow
All the best!

All the best!
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Russian names

Russian names consist of three parts: ums first name, oTuecTBo patronymic and gpamumus last name.
First name

If you'd like to find out what a person's first name is, ask:

Kak Bac 30ByT? What is your name?

Kak Barre umst? What is your name?

You can then tell yours by saying:

MeHs 30BYT.... My name is...

Mo& HMsL... My (first) name is...

OruectBo - patronymic

The patronymic is a Russian's second name. It is formed from the father's first name. In English, there
are last names which are similar to the Russian patronymic: Johnson, Peterson. The ending for the
patronymic will depend on whether it belongs to a son or a daughter. This table gives examples of
common patronymics and shows how they are formed:

Father's name Son's patronymic Daughter's patronymic
AneKcaiH/:[p AneKczin[pOBnq AneKcéHz[pm;Ha
Hukonait HuxomaeBuu HuxomaeBHa

Adults address each other using a full first name and the patronymic: HBan AjeKcanapoBu4!
Tarbsina Hukoaaena! Non-Russians will also use this form of address when speaking to Russians.
But when Russians address foreigners in formal or diplomatic circles, they use rocmomun Mr. or
rocnozka Mrs./Ms. and the individual's last name.

damuians - last name

Russians rarely use last names when addressing each other. When identifying themselves, it is common
for Russians to state their last name first, followed by first name and patronymic:

Kak Bac 30ByT?
-ITerpos, IOpuit Hukonaesuu.
Kaxk Bac 30ByT?

-IlerpoBa, Basientuna ®EnopoBHa.
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When to use Bsl and Thei

Russian, unlike English, has two different forms of the second person singular pronoun "you": BbI
and Te1. Compare these to the French Vous and tu or the German Sie and du. The BbI form is also
the second person plural.

B is used in formal situations, work settings, when speaking to a superior or to someone older, to
whom you wish to show a degree of respect. B indicates distance (emotional, social or chronolog-
ical).

Thel is used in informal situations, family relationships (between spouses, parents and children, between
siblings and with other relatives), when speaking to someone younger than you. TweI indicates closeness
(in age or in terms of friendship and intimacy).

Bri-forms of address can be full first name plus patronymic, full first name minus patronymic, or
shortened first name only. Tei-forms of address will be first name only, either full or shortened.

Trl is always used when addressing God, speaking to children (your own or anyone's) and calling
your cat or dog.

When they first meet, adults will usually begin by addressing each other as Bbl. At some point in
time in the relationship, one may suggest to the other that they change to TbI by saying: JlaBaiite
nepeiiaém Ha Tb1; or Moskno ua Thi? If this is mutually agreeable, the relationship passes onto a new
level; some people even make a ritual of it by drinking "6pynepmadt".
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Addressing friends and acquaintances in
Russian

The first name is the most common form of address between persons who enjoy a close relationship.
The use of the various forms of the first name (similar to our American nicknames) is influenced by
the degree of intimacy in the relationship. The greater the intimacy, the more variety in these forms.
For example:

A

Full forms of the first name (Biaaumup, Tatesina)are the most neutral forms of address between
individuals who are on either BoI or TbI terms.

Shortened forms without suffixes (Bostoas, Tans) indicate a certain degree of closeness. These
forms are often used interchangeably with those in category A and are appropriate when the rela-
tionship is either BsI or ThI.

Nicknames with the suffix -ka (Boaoabka, Tanbka) imply intimacy which may be without affec-
tion. The younger generation prefers these very informal forms and depending on the situation,
they could also be interpreted as condescending.

Only if the individuals are on TbI terms should the "diminutive" or"affectionate" forms of
the name be used. Nicknames with these suffixes, -euxa, -eHbKa, -oma,-fomka (Boaozeuxa,
Bouonenbka, Taneuka, Tanroma) have a very specific coloring and non-native speakers of Russ-
ian will want to take care in using them. Russian women seem to favor the use of diminutive forms
more than men and as you might suspect, men will use diminutive forms when addressing women,
but not when addressing other men.

Nicknames with a "zero" ending (Boaoas, Tans) belong almost exclusively to the younger gen-
eration and non-native speakers should avoid them. They are used as a type of vocative case, that
is, when trying to get someone's attention.
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Examples of names and patronymics

MYKCKHE HMEHA

MEN'S NAMES

um:, omvyecmeo

YMeHbuumenvhvle hopmul

first name & patronymic

diminutives

AneKcéH)lp

AnexcanapoBud,AJIEKCAaHAPOBHA

Cama, Illypa

Anexcein

AnekceeBry, AJleKCeeBHA

Anéma, JI€ma

Amnarommit Tons
AmnatonpeBr4, AHATOJIBEBHA
AHppeit AHppromia

AHz[péeBMq, AHZ[péeBHa

AnTOH

AHTOHOBHMY, AHTOHOBHA

Anroma, Tomra

Apxkaguit Apkaia
ApxanseBud, ApkagbeBHA

Bopuc Bops
Bopucosuu, bopucosna

Basnepuit Banepa
BanepreBuu,BanepreBHa

Bacunui Bacs
BacunweBuu, BacuiibeBHa

Buxtop Burs
Buxroposuu, BukroposHa

Bnagumup Bomoas
Brnagumuposuy, BnagumuposHa

T'eopruii Kopa
I'eopruesuy, I'eopruesna

I'puropuit I'puma

I'puropreBuy, I'puropreBHa

JIMI/iTpI/Iﬁ

JAmutpuesny, IMUTpreBHa

}II/iMa, MuTst

EBrennii

EBrenneBnu, EBrenreBHa

Kens
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HBan Bans
HBanoBuy, MBaHOBHA
Hrops
Hropesuy, Uropesna
Nnbsa Hnroma
Wneny, UnpnangaHa
Jles JIéra
JIpbBOBMY, JIbBOBHA
Makcum
MakcumoBny, MakcuMoBHA
Muxann Mumra
MuxaiinoBuy, MuxanaoBHa
Hukomait Koms
Huxomaesnu, HuxonaesHa
Onmner
OneroBu4, OneroBHa
ITaBen TTamra
ITaBnoBuy, [laBnOBHA
ITérp ITets
IlerpoBuy, IlerpoBHa
Cepreit Cepéxa
Cepreesuu, CepreeBHa
Crenan Créna
CremanoBuy, CrenmaHoBHA
DeEnop Dens
®Enoposuy, DEnopoBHA
Opwmit Opa
IOpreBuy, FOpreBHa
JKEHCKHE HMEHA
WOMEN'S NAMES
ums YMeHbUUmenbHble Gopmbvl
first name diminutives
Anexcanapa Camra
Anna Ans
Amnacracus Hacts, Acs
Amnna Ans
Banentuna Bans
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BapBaipa Beip;[
Bépa

[annHa Taist
EBrenust Kenst
Exareprna Katst
Enena Jlena
Enmsasera JIuza
3HHaI/iz[a 3uHa
305

Upuna Upa
Kupa

KnéBz[H;[ Knasa
Hapyica Hépa
JInpus Juna
JTi060Bb Jio6a
Hfozprina Hfdz(a, Miiia
MaprappiTa Pura
Mapuna

Mapust Marma
Haz[éxc/:[a Haiz[ﬂ
Haranbs Harama
Huna

Onbra Omnst
Panca Pas
Ceeriana Caera
Codbst Const
Tamapa

TarbsiHa Tans
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Getting someone's attention/Addressing
strangers

If you need to address a stranger, or get their attention for whatever reason, you should remember
the following:

A

B

All strangers (except for children) should be addressed as Bsi.
Women in general are JIeBymka! (Miss!) - unless this is obviously inappropriate.

Men in general are Mosonoii yesoBek! (Young man!) unless, again, this is obviously inappro-
priate.

In those situations where B and C are inappropriate, simply use:

IIpocTHTe, MOXKATyHCTA. . Pardon me, please...
BysTe 100pEL... Be so kind...
CKaxuTe, OXKATyHCTA. .. Tell me, please...

10
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Setting the scene

A Russian and an American meet at a reception. The Russian (P) is introducing himself and his wife
to the American (A).

Listen to the dialog several times with your books closed. Do not repeat it. Try to understand what
the speakers are saying. Working as a group, discuss what was said. Then listen to the American's
lines. You are responsible for learning these. You are also responsible for being able to understand the
Russian's lines and to respond to them in the appropriate manner.

Juamnor Ne1

MMO3HAKOMBTECD, ITIOKAJIYVCTA!

3,I[paBCTBy1/ITC I[aBanTe TI03HAKOMHMCS.
Mens 30ByT Bnagumup Hukonaesuu.

Hello. Let me introduce myself. My name is
Vladimir Nikolaevich.

Ouenb HpI/IﬂTHO MeH;I 3OByT JxoH
MapruHes. A kak Bama (GamMuTis?

Pleased to meet you. My name is John Mar-
tinez. What is your last name?

MOH (baMI/IJm;I HeTpOB Paﬂ T03HAKOMHThCSL.
A 370 Mot JKEHa, EKaTepI/IHa BacuibeBHa.
[To3HakoMbTECH, TOKATYICTA.

My last name is Petrov. Pleased to meet you.
And this is my wife, Yekaterina Vasil'evna.
Please get acquainted.

Ouenb paj Mo3HakoMHUThCA, Exarepuna
BacunbeBHa.

Very pleased to meet you, Yekaterina
Vasilevna.

BapnéHT muasora Net

MMO3HAKOMBTECD, ITIOKAJIYVCTA!

3z[paBCTByHTe JlaBaiiTe MO3HAKOMHMCS.
MeHst 30ByT AHHA AJIeKCaHIPOBHA.

Hello. Let me introduce myself. My name is
Anna Aleksandrovna.

Ouenb npusTHO. MeHst 30ByT CHHIM
[TerepcoH. A kak Bama GpamMuus?

Pleased to meet you. My name is Cindy Peter-
son. What is your last name?

Most (I)aMI/IJII/Iﬂ MopoaoBa Pana
MIO3HAKOMHUTBCA. A 3TO MOH MYX, MaKCI/IM
Z[MHTpHeBHq IT03HAKOMBTECH, l'IO)KaHYI/ICTa

My last name is Morozova. Pleased to
meet you. And this is my husband Maxim
Dmitrievich. Please get acquainted.

OueHb paja MO3HAKOMHTBCS, MakcHM
JAMutpueBuy.

Very pleased to meet Maxim

Dmitrievich.

you,

11
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YnpaxkHeHust

Ynpa:xknenue Ne1
From those given below, choose the correct response to the following:

1. Mens 30ByT Bnanumup Huxonaesuy.
2. Ilo3HakombTECH, MOXKATYHUCTA.

Kak Bamra ¢ammmus?

Ouenb paj (paja) HO3HAKOMHTBCS.
b. Most pamumms Epain.

c. OueHb NPUATHO.

Yipa:xkuenune No2

Translate into Russian.

Hello.

My name is...

L.

2.

3. My last name is...
4. What is your last name?
S.

Very pleased to meet you.

Ynpa:xxaenne Ne3

With your teacher playing the role of the Russian, act out the dialogs. At first adhere closely to the
original, then use as many variations as possible. Use your own first and last names instead of those
given for the American.

Ynpaxnenne Ne4

Patronymics are formed by adding -oBuu (-eBu4) to the father's name for men and -oBHa (-eBHa)
for women.

Give the name and patronymic of each person listed below:

First name Father's name Name and patronymic
Cepreit Makcum
Huxonait KoHCTaHTHH
HFOpL Hukonmait
WBan Cemén
Bepa Bopuic
Enena Anekceit
Wpuna AHTOH
Tanuaa Anppeit

12
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Ynpaxnenne Ne5

Your instructor will give you the names and patronymics of the following well-known Russians. Listen
carefully as he/she reads them aloud.

U. E. Penun U. U. Jlesuran M. I1. Mycoprckuii
I1. . YaiikoBcKHii JI. H. Toncroit A. C. Tlymkus

A. TI. YexoB A. A. AxMaToBa M. . L{Beracra

M. C. T'op6aués . H. Enbuun B. C. YepHOMBIpIHH

13
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Beyond "how do you do?"

Here are some useful phrases:

1. Kax Bac 30ByT? What's your name? (formal/plural)
Kak Te6st 30ByT? What's your name? (informal)
Kax eé 30ByT? What's her name?

Kax ero 30ByT? What's his name?
Kaxk ux 30ByT? What are their names?
2. Mens 30ByT JIKOH. My name is John.
Menst 30ByT Cio3aH. My name is Susan.
Ero 308yt [psropu. His name is Gregory.
Ero 30ByT Asekcamap ITerpoBud. His name is Alexander Petrovich.
Ero 30ByT Cepreii AHApEeBHU. His name is Sergey Andreevich.
E& 30ByT JIun/a. Her name is Linda.
Eé 30ByT AHHa HukonaesHa. Her name is Anna Nikolaevna.
Eé 30ByT Huna ['puropbesHa. Her name is Nina Grigorevna.
3. Mos pamumist Mapriaes

Most hammus JIKOHCOH.

My last name is Martinez.

My last name is Johnson.

Ero ¢pammnms MBaHos. His last name is Ivanov.

E€ pammmms [erposa. Her last name is Petrova.

Yipaxnenne Ne6

Answer the following questions using names from the list on names-patronymics for numbers 3, 4

and 5:

1. Kak Bac 30ByT?
2. Kak Te6si 30ByT?
3. Kak eé 30ByT?
4. Kak ux 30ByT?
5. Kak ero 30ByT?

Yipa:xkuenune N7

Using the dialogs as a model, ask your instructor what his/her name is (first name, patronymic and
last name). Introduce him/her to your classmates.

Ynpa:xkaenne Ne8

Do the same with your classmates. Introduce them to your instructor.

14
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Ynpaxuenne Ne9

Take a look at these pictures. Ask your teacher if he/she knows who they are:

Kto 310?

Kak ero/eé¢ 30ByT?

Listen carefully to the answers and then ask your classmates the same thing.

Idpnﬁ pruéHKo

HBan BonkoB

Basnepuii u Buona

Wpuna Kokpsitckas

15
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Ynpaxuenne Ne10

From those given on the right, choose the appropriate response to the following:

1. 3npaBcTByiiTe! a. Cracu6o, xopo1io,

b. Jlo6poe yTpo.

c. Sl amepukanen.

2. Kaxk moxxuBaere? a. Cnacu6o0, HEII0XO0.

b. Cmacu6o.
c. Her.

3. Kak Bac 30ByT? a. OdeHp IPUATHO.

b. Anexcannp [lerpoBud.
© Pan mo3HaKOMUTBCH.

4. Kaxk Bamra ¢pamumnns? a. Mos damunus MBaHOB.
b. Menst 30ByT JK0OpmK.
© Ero ¢amumus [Terepcon.

5. Kak nema? a. Cracu00, Xoporio.

b. OdeHp IPHUATHO.
c. JloOpsIii Bedep.

Yipaxnenne Ne11

How should you respond to the following statements?
3npascrByiite! Mens 30ByT boprc CeméHoBHY.
Jlo6psiit nens! Mens 308yt [puropuit MBanosuy.
JloGps1ii Beuep! Mens 30ByT KoncranTia Muxaiinosud.
JloGpoe }}Tpol Menst 30ByT Mapust HukonaeBHa.

3npascrByiite! Mens 30By Codrsi MuxaiinoBHa.

Ynpaxuenune Ne12

Introduce yourself to different teachers and students in the Russian section. Ask them what their first
and last names are. Be sure to use the proper forms of address for strangers («Bb1»).

16
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In case you were wondering

Accusative case.

The accusative case is used to indicate direct objects (whom? what?) and desti-

nations when used with the prepositions B or HA and a "verb of motion".

The table below illustrates the accusative case endings for nouns and adjectives and compares them
to nominative. You will notice that we have included the plural forms onm.

NOMINATIVE ACCUSATIVE
OH HOBBIH CTyzléHT OH HOBOTO CTy}IéHTa
CTépLH?I JIOM CTa:pLIﬁ JIOM
oHa |HOBas CTy;[éHTKa oHa HdBon CTy):[éHTKy
CTeipaﬂ KBapTI/ipa CTépy}o KBapTI/ipy
OHO |HOBOE CIIOBO OHO |HOBOE CJIOBO
CTaipoe Kpécno CTeipoe Kpécno
NOMINATIVE ACCUSATIVE
OHHM |HOBBIE CTy}IéHTH OHHM |HOBBIX CTy}IéHTOB
CTaipLIe KOCTIOMBI CTe{pLIe KOCTIOMBI
Pronouns

The table shows the accusative case forms for pronouns and compares them to nominative.

NOMINATIVE
i
TBI
OH
oHa
MBI
BbI

OHHN

ACCUSATIVE
MeHst
Tebst
ero
eé
Hac
Bac

HX

Ynpaxnenne Ne13.

Look back through lessons 2 and 3 and find examples of the accusative case.

17
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The Russian intonation system

Much in the same way as English does, Russian uses a system of rising and falling intonations within a
sentence to indicate that it is: a declarative statement, a question or an exclamation. Examine the fol-
lowing English sentences. Note their punctuation and attempt to read them with the proper intonation:
Your son graduated from Harvard.

Your son graduated from Harvard?

Your son graduated from Harvard!

Now listen as your instructor reads this set of similar sentences in Russian. Note where the "center"
of intonation is (always on the word in question or a question word, in a question), and the rise and
fall of the voice:

Bama 104b okonumaa MIY,

Bama 1046 okonunia MLY?

Bama nous oxkonuniaa MI'Y!

The Russian intonation patterns have been organized into a system which refers to them as "intonation
constructions" or "MK". There are 5 basic patterns:

1. UK-1. for declarative sentences, statements. The tone is even,with a slight falling off at the end.
Often this intonation is perceived by speakers of English as "boring", but you should resist the
temptation to "jazz it up".

For example:

Mos pamummst MoposoB. Mens 30ByT Huxomnait [lerpoBrd. 310 Most sxeHa. E€ 30ByT Exarepuna
BacunseBHa. Mbl MockBU4M. MBI )kuBEM B MOCKBe.

2. MK-2. for questions containing a question word (Uro? Kro? Kak? I'ne? Korna?, etc.). The
intonation rises on the question word and then drops and levels off for the rest of the sentence.

For example:

Kro 310? Yto 510?

Kak Bac 30ByT?

I'ne BeI )xuBéTe? e BEI pa66TaeTe?
Korzlé BBI npnéxann B MOCKB};?

3. UK-3. for questions which do NOT contain a question word. This pattern is used to turn declar-
ative sentences into questions without changing word order. The intonation rises on the word in
question and then drops and levels off for the rest of the sentence.

For example:
BsI roBopute 1mo-pycckn? Bbl Xopomo roBopuTe mo-pyccku?

Bbl paboTaere B aMepHUKaHCKOM MOCOIBCTBE?

BrI maBHO B MockBe?

18
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310 Bala MalrHa?

V Bac ectp neTu?

. UK-4. for"incomplete" questions which are usually prefaced with «A..?». In a dialog, these refer

back to a question asked previously. The intonation dips slightly at the beginning of the question,
then rises sharply and continues to rise to the end of the sentence.

For example:

-Kax nemna?

-OdeHb X0pOIIo, crac6o. A y Bac? [A kak y Bac nena?)

Moii ceiH };HI/ITCH B yHI/IBepCHTéTe. A Bamr? (I'me };‘{I/ITCH Balll ChIH?)

Jlerom mb1 moenem Ha Uéproe mope. A BoI? (Kyma BB moeznere ietom?)

. UK-5. for exclamations which may be either sincere or sarcastic, depending on the context. The

intonation rises at the beginning of the sentence, levels off, stays high and then drops at the end
of the sentence.

Kaxkast cerozus noroza! (the sun is shining, the sky is blue, the birds are singing...)
Kakast ceroas moroga! (it's raining cats and dogs, the wind is howling...)

Kakoii y Hero rooc! (a real Pavarotti!)

Kaxoii y Hero rornoc! (he couldn't carry a tune in a bushel basket...)

Now close your books and listen carefully as your instructor reads the following sentences aloud. Can
you identify which are statements, and which are questions?

5 2 P2 e ;s =

Mockea - cTonuia Poccnm.

Mocksa cronuia Poccun?

Bbi paGoTaeTe B aMEPHKAHCKOM TOCOITBCTRE.
BbI paGoTaeTe B aMEPUKAHCKOM TIOCONBCTBE?
Ero 3oyt EBrenuii [lerposmy.

Ero 3oByT Esrenuii [Terposmu?

V Heé 1BOE JCTEHl.

V Heé s1Boe aereit?

A y Bac? Kak y Bac nenma?

Kakas nnTepecHast kapTuHa!

19
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The chart on the next page gives you a visual representation of these intonation constructions.

HK

TABLE OF INTONATION CONSTRUCTIONS

HK-1

/

31eck.

| Y

31eCch OCTaHOBKA.

--\-----

OT0 mATHIN aBTOOYC.

--——-.-\

Bor yHuBepcurer.

HK-2

/

Kro?

|

I'ne oH xuBET?

—-f—

[Touemy Tak?

N — =

Yro 310?

HK-3

N\

3mecn?

Y

-31echr 0OCTaHOBKa?

—-f"--q

-OT0 mATHIA aBTOOYC?

-

Ona noét?

HK-4

N

A BBI?

-~

A Bami ceIH?

-~

A 1sTBII aBTOOYC?

—m————

A yHuBepcuter?

HK-5

777N

Kak ona Taniyer!

-7

3ameuarenpHbIi rojioc!

7777\

Hacrosimasg Becua!
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Useful words and expressions

Beuep

JICHb

Ms

HOYb

ITO3HAKOMHTHCS

yTpo

XOpOIIO

damumms

Bceero zld6por0!

Bcero xoporero!
JlaBaiiTe mo3HAKOMHMCS!
Jlobpoe yTpo!

21(56p51171 IEHb!

Ho cuanus!
3npascrByiite!
W3BunuTe (IPOCTHUTE). ..
Kax Bac 30ByT?

Kax Bamre mvsi?

Kax nena?

Kak >xuBére?

Menst 3033;1..

Most hammusi...
CkaxwrTe, noméﬂyﬁCTa...

Yrto HOBOrO?

evening

day

first name

night

to get acquainted
morning

good

last name

All the best!

All the best!

Let's get acquainted!
Good morning!
Good afternoon!
Good-bye!

Hello! How do you do!
Excuse me...

What is your name?
What is your name?
How are you? How are things?
How are you?

My name is...

My last name is...
Tell me, please...

What's new?
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